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Tne following admimblo account of
the German system of Agriculture as it
oxists at the present timo has appeared
in The Limes from the pen of the Rov.
Barham Zincke, and is pregnant with les-
sons to our Nova Seotin furmers i—

I have now for some weoks beon look-
ing iuto the agriculture of the district
around Dresden—on the west as far as
Leipsie, and tho north ns far as Berlin—
with the thought of sceing whether it Lo
capablo of throwibg any light on the pre-
sent condition of Euglish agriculture. The
facts I have observed, aml the conclusions
at which I have arrived, mny perhaps at
the present time interest some of your
readors,

To understand the ngricultural position
here wo must go back a little,  Thirty
years ago no part of the world was pre-
puved for the abolition of our corn laws ;
our near ncighbours, therefore, were
naturally the lirst to avail themselves of
the new apening and to profit by the
chaunge, One eflect of those laws, with
our limited agricultural ares and dense
population, had been to make our prices
higher than those ruling elsewhere, and
our neighbours, not having at the time
any considerablo surplus for supplying our
wants, our demand, acting on their limit-
ed means of supply, greatly raised the prics
of agricultural produce in this part of the
world, for even in districts that had no
immediate dealings with us, prices went
up to the new level. This, of course,
taised the value of land. The wages, too,
of labour, were in consequence of thesu
changes greatly enhanced. Xverybody,
therefore, connected with the land—that
is to say, fur the greater part of the popu-
lation—came to havoe a great deal more
money to spend than they had ever had
before, and this guve to manufactures
aud trade an impulse they had never fel
before.  Every town began to expand,
and the new houses were invariably and
in a very conspicuous degree superior to
those in the older part of the towns with
which the predecessors of the newly en-
riched generation had heen content. This
recent outgrowth and improvement of the
towns is not more noticeable here in Dres-
den than it is in Leipsic, Hanover, and
almost everywhere else, This cume of
continental prices having been mised to
the Inglish level, less the cost of the
transport of the commodities,

In the meanwhile, bowever, the greater
world beyoud the aceauns, the United
States—themselves as lurge as Europe—
Canada, India, and cven parts of Aus-
tralia, were preparving to take part in the
lucrative business of supplying the Eng-
lish market with the stafl’ of life.  Time
was requisite for enabling them to do
this. The wilderness haid 1o be subdued ;
agricultural implements and machinery,
suitable to tho new requirements, to be

invented and supplied; and means of
transport to ho created,  All this has now
been effected, and American wheat can
now be sold in Lurope at 20 shillings a
sack, This is a heuvy blow to Juropean
pgriculture,  We are all sensible of the
degreo to which it is depressing Lnglish
agriculture; and the questions I have
been looking inte lately ave, Iow have
the new conditions affected the agricul-
ture of this part of Germany? and, Does
the state of things here help us at all in
understanding  the state of things at
home ?

1 find that, though the price of wheat
is here reduced by the command America
has obtained over the wheat markets of
the world, agriculture is not in the suffer
ing condition to which it has been reduced
in England. The reasons of this are what
it would he useful for us to know, My
observations and inquiries have brought
me to believe that the simplest expression
of these reasons i3 that the land here is
for the most part cultivated in farms of
about 50 acres by their owners. I will
endeavour to point out some of the most
obvious and noteworthy consequences of
these two facts. (1.) As the farmer and
bis family generally work on the farm
there are about 1,000,000 land owners in
Prussia) thero is comparatively little ex-
pended in hired labour. To understand
how this acts we must suppose farms in
England averaging about 50 acres, and
that on theso 50-acre farms the owner and
his family in most cases take the lead in
work. On eny thousand acres, then, there
ntight be twenty families working with
the will of owners, not for wages, but sup-
ported by what they could themselves
produce. (2.} What hired labour is re-
gnired is moro efticient than hired labour
is with us, becauss the labourer works
with, generally lives with, and feels thas
he belongs to the same class as the farmer,
and not to quite a different cluss made one
in sentiment by the consciousness of all
its members that they are all alil  with-
out property, all pmctically incaps: sle of
attaining to property, and that they all
alike have nothing ¢ fall back upon but
the poorrate. (3.) Theland is, I might
almost say beyond comparison, kept
cleaner here than it is in England, There
are no hedges or dilches acting as nurser
ies for weeds and giving harbour to ver-
win. The heart of the owner is in his
land, and every weed that appears upon
the Iand is felt to bo growing at tho cost
of the owner and of his family. (4.) The
farmer has no rent to pay ; that was paid
oiico for all when the land was purchased,
gencrally by some ancestor of the present
owner. This, besides now annually se-
curing to the farmer a higher reward for
his Iabour, saves him in bad times from
the anxicties and entanglements of having
to borrow ; advances, too, not being so

readily obtainble here as thoy aro with
us. (5.) I will only wention one more
cause, sud I regard it as a very eliective
one, of the strength of the agricultural
systom that obtains in this pmt of the
Continent—I might, indeed, say over
the greater part of the Continent. The
land being held in smull farms, a far
greater varicty of preduce isextructed from
it than is possible under our system. Po-
tatues are produced to an extent that sur-
prises oven non-agricultural Euglishmen,
The same may be said of fruit, vegetables,
puoultry, milk and butter. It would be
interesting to know, if it could be ascer-
tained, how many hundred—I might, in-
deud, say how many thousand—iniles of
fruit-trees decorato, and turn to good ac-
count, without the slightest protection,
the margius of the roads and paths in this
part of Germany.,  That this can be done
is indicative of a very satistactory trit in
the character of the people, not only of
this district, but of the Continent gener-
ally.  Of course, it is easily explained by
the gencral diffusion of property. 1n
these small furing absolutely no space is
wustel.  In pluces where the surfuce ap-
pears to be pure sand and no agricultural
plant could live, I have everywhere found
plantations of scotch fir and of birch, the
only trees that could maintain themselves
in such starving barrenness. It was neces-
sary at first to set the young trees in deep
furrows, thut they miglit not be blown
out of tho ground, and that the min that
feil might bo conducted to their roots. In
all the plantations of this kind I saw, I
noticed that every individual tree was
carcfully forested, and that no briars nor
nettles or undergrowth of any kind were
ullowed to spring up on the decaying
leaves, and so rob the plantation. On
land not yet good enough for producing
grain, though somewhat better than that
appropriated to Scoteh fir and birch, the
yellow lupine is grown for forage.

What, then, I have scen here disposes
me to think that in English agriculture
grass will not take the pluce of tillage, the
course that is now very generally recom-
mended. On the contrary, with our lim
ited area for supplying the wants of so
large a population, it will be the plough,
well used, and thoroughly preparing the
land for a great variety of produce, and
not the unbroken sward of nature, that
will triumph eventually, With our more
numerous and better markots, our incown-
parably better svil (I never saw a poorer
soil under cultivation than a greater part
of that between Dresden and Berlin,) our
moister climate—though this year, per-
haps, that cught not to be iusisted on—
and our more widely diffused means of
transport, there would, under the agricul-
tural system of this part of Germany, bo
little or no agricultural suffering or de-
pression in Lngland. In these gloomy
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