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Moreover, sttch study wvill throw lighit up)on the Bible pg9e1 "o l'latter
wvhether we reject any or ail theories. The I ebeii Jesu"l of Strauss is ;a
very unscientifie and untrustworthy book, but mnodernî New Tèst-taeît
criticisîn and the biography of our Lord enteredl up)ot new and blessed
phases nînler the influence of the attention it attracted to these subjects.
Tt is a shanie that nineteen centuries of Christianî culture waited until au
avowed nialcontent %vithin churchly raffks gave tlie world a hlistory aid
life of Christ. The~ Minor Prophets also have only religioins value for the
uiost pa.rt in tlhe lighit of recent study of their missioii and meaning.

It Nvill co unr place and dluty to treat respectftilly and without dognu-
tistiu aIl] zcienîtific theories heldl by sincere and intelligen)t men, whiether they
are tlm traditiomal tlîeories 'i the more recent ones. Ail theories about t1ie
Bible slîoul be hield as scienutific relative theories, to yield to, conipleter ex-
plaimation %vlein it is forthcoiîuig. *lt is useless to conitend, whatever Our
owni view~ iay be, that the ohier of production is settlcd ini regard to, the
Jehovah, the Elohist aiîd the priestly codes. And so long as mien as able
ais Professors Green and ()sgood niaintain that there is no, separation ii
tinte of production. we (lare not scoif at the opiniion, hlowever unlikely it
nuay seem to tis. We arc lîreachers of righiteousness, and not, prînîarily ex-
pomiders of literc-_ry proleus. Pur it ivill 1)e furthermore our duty to
keel) distinctly iii mind the fact tîtat these are literary questions, and thatt
they o111Y indirectly affect the message veare sent to deli'er. That theîc;e
speculations. whether traditional or recent, will affect the forai of our mes-
sagte mnlay be gr13d ut they cannot affect the essence, if wve are reaily
prul)hcts of the Most lligh.

It will therefore be the business of thie palpit to su trcat the Bible tha.tt
lie uust ignorant wviIl itot be hopelessly confused ini a inaze of tentative
thcory, iw'ether traditional1 or critical ; amd that the most scholarly will
uot, lie offended by ignorance, marrowness anud doginatisin. Tt is for tite
mnost part a prostitution of the pulpit's authority to, use it cither for tiue
maintenanice of traditional or tlie progagation of newer critical views.
.Along timese lines wve have opinions and the righlt to our opinions, but
righteousilcss and redemptioiiare not unatters of critical opinion nor of hiair-
sfflittitng arg unment. T'hey are Eternal Truths. WVe are sent to proclaii ai
Kingdoni corne amiff couning ; to warnmiuen of sutis they kmiow and poinit
themun to, a salvation of which %we aire witnesses. We ihave seen God anud
kuuow I-fiii iii Jesuis Christ, and we believ'e not on the muthority of Chuireih
or Reason or the Bible, but liv reasoii of th)e divine touchi and the newv lite
that camne to us using onie of thiese or some other means to awakcni us to thie
facts of life andf death anmd everlastiuîg Ioss or gain.
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