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Next to the eow the l)rahmiaf is vencrated ly the iower castes. He
only knowvs the sacred texts and ïMantras, and an ordinary Hindii would
rathier offend ail the gods than a brahnman. H-e argues thus-if 1 offend
against thc gods, by paying mnoite, to die brahmiis, 1 cati conipel the gods
to be favourable to mne. For tie brahmian by repeating the sacrcd spels
anci texts cati coinpel the gods to do what they like (and mnany stories arc
told and believed, illustrating the power of thie brahinans over the gods).
But, if 1 offérnd -wainst a brahiman-who cati avert his cure front me ? Manu
the Hindu sacred law book teachies that "A I3rahman is a rnighty god
whcther learnied or ignoranit," and " fromi his birth lie is regarded as a divinity
even by the gods." Whilc I was at Rutlam, viiigM. Campbell, 1 saw
orte of thiesc lioly men drawn throughi the streets on a three wheeled coachi
by biis devo(tees. 1le mias a wrctchied looking specimen of humlantity :but
evidently hield in hiigh) veneration by imself aid biis %vor-siippcrs. In these
degencrate days the brahimans are not ail worshipped in this %vay. 111 the
first place they are tocii nunierous, numiibering some millions. Ilesides, otiier
influences are at work thiat hiave somewhiat lesscnied thieir power c.g. the
Engiih have on more than one occasion, hianged mie of these divinities for
murder

1 find that 1 bave done littie more than entered on niy subject yet, sorte
othcr day 1 hope to have the pleasure of wvriting on wvhat I hiave seeni of the
twin curses of India :-Caste and l>cbt. At present I think it wiser flot to
trespass furthcr on your time, but make my salaamis and retire.

'Jours sincereiy,

Mllw, Cen/rai 1,,zia.
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