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cmer thazzt aily ancienit people ever counted, long periods by
lui îations.

A thiirdl and more probable methiod of explanation is. to
rLar( tie naines iii the genealogvf as reprcsenting successive
<lvniasties rietler thian individuals, eachi dIvnastv beilig siurnmied
up 1111(1er mi1e Iangcharacteristic naine, andl lasting for cen-

turies, thiougli tuie .indiv'iduals composing it enjoved no more
tli an thc average longevity.

Suich ail interpretation of the genealogy is undoubtedly a

littie ~_ trtic tfrssgh, ani is perhials îot, altogcther free
fronm difficultv.. It is îîot the obvious ineaning of the language

itî prolablv %vol1( iîot hlave occurred to any one in modern

timies hiad it xîot bcu for the scientific difficuitv whichi the

literali nîeaing involves. But ail cxainination of thege-
algcitables of the Bible shows tliat tîhev arc rarelv to, le

take i tlteir strict literai namg Ail stuch ternis as ubegat,2I
4'1faiîher of,e'* son of,." indicatingr descent, used so, frcquenitly in

themii, h1ad cvidlentlv froni thie verv earliest timies coile to be
usC astecuicl erm, ~plvgrcl-aiuonshil) onlly ini a broad,

general ~ ~ ~ ~ gp va-wiou vchrgrd Io thecir strict etymiological

nîlcaing.i Generaitions are freeh' oiited without any hinî:

w'hl.ever that tlîev are so, and single milles stand for xvhole.

clans or fines. Ili the tentlh chiapter of Genesis we hiave a table

of descent froni thie sons of Noahlu invhich it is niow pretty
geniera-,llv aclniiitte(l tl1at everv nanie stands for a, people. and

in wilich thie groilping is probably based on gegahcldis-

trib>ution ratiier Iliani on aculblood relationsipi. Altogethier

ap.ar i ronm genecalogica-il tbeDavid somectimles imans the
faînil Elle of Davidic kings. i.houtii anygreater violence

tb the mleanIingjc of falliar ternus. this anitedliluvian enelog

mk gà.! 'vasiiy hlave h1ccîî inîenlded t0 give lis ilu bni oundine Ille
suces~uof rifflig famnilies thiat hceld sw;a through out that

l o n g ~- b g n g . I t iaI e s u g e t v o f r s o 1 a r i l .a i t

lu Ilhe airraniigemienit wlihen we observe thlat, there arc. tengee-

tions froilu Adanm to Noah aid, exactiy tell more froîîî Sheinil to
.Araî.Itisony vhî venit expeI)ct to find if tuie further


