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LIFE IN A CANADIAN BARRACK.
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llay.day is a very happy »' occasion for Tommy, but
he has a rooted abjection ta keeping axoney long about himn.
-and before evening a grent deal ai wvlaat is paid out ira the
orderiy.aooan finds its wvay inta the hands of thet avernakeepers
**down town.- The evening ai that day sees many an un-*
soldierly faim seeking admittance -at tht bairack gaie and
tatars references. ira uncertain utterance. ta IIaaore things int
heaven aaîd earth I than should be contained even an a
soldier's "pbl osophy.**

Most ai tht nr go ina for sport ira sortie fori or ailier. and
generally hald a tournamrent once a year. for îvhicha therc is
great practising beiorehand at heads and posts. tilting at ring.
tent-pegging. wrestling on harseback. etc. An.d who that has
ever seen il cara forget tht -- nusical ride-'? Wath well-
trained horsts. il is one of the most beautiful sights invented
by anan, :ana the culmiraating charge and cheer thriils ane
with the idea that the tilt oi a cavalry soldier must be a very
fascinating existence. A veck probabiy corivinces a_ recrat
that Il tht glitter as not gold.

Football is «a favarite recreation. and quoitis. puttirag tht
shot. and baxini ate vety generally indulged ira. %Vhcn there
is enough snawv ira winter, the whole regiment has a tramp aut
on snowhoes. laokang very picturesque. with gay sashes wvern
over the unilo:aaî and moccasined ect, ivhich have ta stepa out
ver biskly ira the frosted air ta tht mtuic ai the bugles and
drums. Manty ai the men have sorti particular accompîih-
ment. which they are fond ai exhibiting ta their comtradts and
anv oalookers who may happera ta be arounad. I remember
ane big felaw wha was tht admiration ai tht barracks for hais
club.swinging. lit practieed every evenaing ira tht square. and
was usuaîly surroundcd by an enthu5i.istic graup ai sîaeclators.
Among 7o or So mena there aie always soant good voices. and
ira the evening. through tht open canteen window. nia> te
heard ail tht catchy sangs ai tht boum. with a heamty anad ait-
repe.ýtcd chorus. Tht banio, and concertina are tht soldiem's
pet musical instruments. and hc fiera evoles very sweet har.
many when. ira tht watima dusk ai a summaer evenirag. tht
whole tboap coilect ira every variety ai undress uniiorm and
case ai posture ta, tell stories ai ane place and anoiher oit er
ther pipes. and sometimes tu vary tht recital with a jaîIy
round ai tht light fantastic cakec walk.

Ira any Canadian regiment arc ta, bc found mnir who have
beera ira several lands and witnessed mnany inteaesting sights.
It would bc a curiaus inquliy ta trace out front bow many
diversesources, tht streamai thcir destinieshbas cast themraupon
tht militamy shore. and. though xhey may be driited aivay
again. nothing can ever entirelv oblittratea certain imprint ai
the p-aradt.ground whicb tht instructor bas put upora thent.

It is odd and characterisaic to notice how a barra Enplisb.
man "i give advice to, a whole regiment on cver subject
urader the sunt. and descant on English institutions. esperially
tht atmy. cvcn if bis knowledge ai it bc confined ta having
once icen a matrch p.ut ai tht Guards. Ht is tasually told ica

-shut bis mouth.- -comk, up bis confounaded blow,." or
reduced ta silence by some cqually repressive and more
cmphktic tcmaik, but stil bis "-home-" bith gi-.es bim a
certain status. and if ht does not toa citera preface bis critici5sm
uith -Naw. ira E ngl!tnd. we,'* etc.. he will find himschf
appealcd ta on maraya lisputed point, anad bis dictumr accepted

quite willingly. The sergeants. too, wvha are sent for courses
of instruction ta England, cara always cominand an attentive
.autdience atI any moment they appecar out oi doors for %veeks
after their return. 1Few ai tiacir hearers have seen flie Mother
Land. but the idea af tht unity ai ail branches af the Queen's
fighting men has takzen strang hold uapaon thcm. and they feed
that. same day. thes may be called upan ta beat Ilthe war-
drum, whose notes rall villa day round the wvorld." Hience,
they take a lively interest in tht worl, af saldiers ai the E:mpire
in caher lands. and a mana wha has Ilbeen thert,- under lire.
as an abJect ai respectiul curiosity if he happeras ta camne their
wvav. N'owhere %vas the tidings ai Darghai and Omdurman
heard with greater enthusiasmi than among aur little body ai
regulars ina - this Canada ai ours- Soldiers discuss every
subject ina the calendar. and. as a rule. the 14itish-Canadians
who enlist have contrived ta pick uap a goad deal af education.
50 that their opinions. whether aon the latesi political speech.
tbe sermon in church. or their view ai modern history. ate
always interesting and citera original.

Of puraishments. the most frequent is ,sev'en days cells»*
which as inilicted for a vatiety ai ailenaces. Seriaus military
sans. such as striki:ag a nan.com. insubordination, or destr-
lion., are punished much more severely. and the prisoner naay
bc sentenced ta, froni six mn'arths ta, twa years; ira the ardinary
gaoi of the district. and theaeafter -bc dismisied front lier
.Naiestys service with disgrace»- One part of aur xnilitary
system. if it can be called such, which 1 thank is badly ira need
ai reform, is tht practice ai sending soldiers ta tht common
gaol for other than a civil afi'encc. They aire aiten mere boys.
ai a better class. and ther association wilh actual criminals.
and tht dasgrace af beîng a convict cannoe possibly prod;ice
any good e«fect: ira fact. il is almast absalutely certain that tht
anan wil came oaat worse than hie went in. i could relaie
more than ont sali siory of harsh sentences and canscquerat
results paiafaal ta thaak af. but it is not withira tht scape ai this
sketch. L.et those ina authority. wbo have sat arn courts
martial. and know ahat public opinion ntelier bas a chance ta,
pronaunice its verdict ira cases ai a miiitary nature, fand a
remedy for the perraiciaus custoni as it appears ta me.

For inattention ta duty. being late an parade, or careless-
nitis about taniiorm. or other -accoutrements, etc.. a number ai
days IIC. Bl.- (confinement ta barracks). extra -stniry-go,"
or double fatigue is awarded. ana the canteen is closed ta the
delinquent during his punisbmient. l*'.ick'drili" is anather
form ai discipline which the mnen patticularly detest. The
soldier p.ir.dcs: al guard mounating ina ful matching order,
catring his sword or carbine, and under c atm the variaus
articles ai bis kit rolled ip tightly ta, formr a substantial and
heavy IIpack.- Ira this array. heis trade :0 qui.march I
up and down -and iround the barrack square for an hour. in
charge af a corporal. who. ira a monotonaus voice. issues the
commands IlRight ibout-turna.** Leit about-turra.- whcn
the cuiprit reaches the lirnits of his eraforcedl beat." l)runk-
cnness is rarely punished unlrss the man cannot get ta bis
raom unaidcd. or makzes aray disturbance. Il has always been a
puzzlc ta ne and athers why a corporal or sergeant must bc so
mnucb more intoxicazed thara a privale before bc is put under
arresî. Il is ar rare occurrence tbal a nan.cam is censured,
ana :t rar scatrcely bc said that their canduct is sa Far removed
above .. ec level of the average soldices plane ai action. To the
uninitiated. it would seemn as thaugh tht conduct ai a man
sbould bc mare fret iront blamei as he riscs in tht ranks. The
pawers that bc, ira five cases out ai ten. visit the iniquities
ai tht non*coms lapon tht troapers, and makec it vcry
discauragirag for the latter, who cannai hclp feeling that


