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WESLEYAN METHODISM IN UPPER
CANADA,

—

TO THE LDITOR OF TIE WESLELAN,
Rrv. AND DEAR Sty

fris zreatly to e regretled that the official or-
gan of the Upper C nrada Coaference, and some
of its correspondents, shonl! purswe a course of
determined and incessmt hastility wnd hitterness
towards the British Connenion, its Azents, and
Representative,  From week to week the war-
fare is maintaned, with a spirit and weapons
wholly unhecoming the character of Christianity.
The very men who recently profussed to eulogise,
esteem, and love the British Connesion, now ficat
its agents and adherents as if they were the filth
and offscoming of the earth. 'Ilhie Missionary
platform is converted into a military vantage-
ground, A relizious paper 15 made to teem with
bitterness and stl-will. ‘Fhe clums and commands
of Christian charity are wholly unheeded, Her
celestial mantle is torn to tatters, and scattered
to the winds, instead of being cast’ over supposcd
or asserted failings and infirmitics.  Past associa-
tions, past services, previonsly-acknowledgzed ex-
cellences, are utterly fursotten ; and séwar to the
knife? is the dreadful and appalling cry. A mo-
nopoly of righteousness and equity is claimed and
asscited.

And is this Chiistianity 2 I35 this the spirit
of Chtist, of holiness, and heaven? Is this the
love that is the fulilling of the law, so beautifully
anl impressively delincated by the pencil of in-
spiration, in the fist epistle tv the Corinthions?

clieve the afitmative who can,

I know the mode of defence that will be adopt-
ed against all this, ‘The adlerents of the Upper
Canada Conference will justify such conduct on
the grounds of seli-defence, and the alleged un-
righteousness of the cause which they thus op-
pose.  But,even if that couse be wrong, are they
therefore justified in depaiting fiom the letter and
spirit of the Gospel? "Will one evil justify ano-
ther ? In defence of that very cause, howcver,
much may be said, and much that has not yet
been said. Bat as the developement of such
grounds of defence comes not within the design
of this communication, I shall waive it for the
present, and propound, in the spirit of mildness
and candoury a few quesiesto the writers in ques-
tion—which 1 entreat them to consider with im-
paniality and care.

In the first ylace, T would ask, are you sure
that you, and the budy to which you belong, have
given no occasion of just offence to the Biitish
Counfurence ; that yoa have done nothinr, sanc-
tioned nothing, winked at ncthing, to merit and
occasion the separation that has occutred 2 Have
you—have your leaders—has your principal lead-
er bonestly and coustantly endeavoured to observe
anl enforce the a‘ticles of Union, expressed aud
undeistood, writtea and underwritten, in the spi-
1it and in the letter?  Has there heen no disposi-
{ion ot intention to 1mpair the Cuion by an under-
current to come in collision with the Buitish
Conference, end to goad that bedy to the dissolv-
ing 2ct, o as to throw upon it the wlhale apparent
tespousibility and blame of the dissolution 7 “$lave
any just attention and deference been paid to the
eapressed opinions, warnings, and remonstrances
of the lete winosity of your own Confcrence, of
the British Conference, znd of 1ts Committees and
Agents?  Have not schames for the settlement of
the Clergy Reserve question, schemes of ¢ res-

ousible civil government,”? and mere worldly
considerations and interests, been practically pre-
ferred before the nnity, hatmony, and prospenty
¢f the Conference and Church? Have ot reso-
lutions of your own Conference, and its Commit-
tees, been flagrantly violated by your rrmc:pal
feader, without censure or rebuke? Have nol
peisons, who are now leading members of your
Conference, been grieved and distressed by such
conduct? And then, again, are yon sure that
thete is no truth and” justice in the cause which
vou oppose 2 Are you cettain that the Judge of
i sccs as you sce, and will approve your mea-
sures and proceedings?  Are not the wen whom
301 oppose servants and children of the benign
amd grorious Being whom you call your Father ?
And can you, with proptiety and rectitude, cast

out their nanes as evil ?— Inasmuch 25 ye did
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it unto me*?  Are the feelings which you cherish.
and express, the langzuage which you employ,
and the line of conduet which you pursie, accor-
dant with the genius, the temper and spint of the
religion which you proiess !

Be it remem’ (red, thot the day is coming in
which the secrels of all hearts shall be disclosed,
and strange facts and citcumslances developed,
You know what has been transacted in privale,
insecret conneils and cahaley and in the recesses
of your own min Js 3 yowe know the hand that has
moved the machinery; you know what has pas-
sed behind the seenes; the multitude know not—
the secondary and subor_inate classes know not—
but the day will declare ity and the records of
heaven shall exhibit it.

In illustrotion and proof of the temper and spi-
tit which 1 condomm, [ present the readers of
< Tie Wrstey i with the following quotations
from the ¢ Cumisriax Guarpiasy’® which is the
official organ of the Upper Canada Conference :—

Spealing of the Rev. 1. Evaxs’s 1ecent letter
in % The Wesleyan,? the Editor of the Guardian
says: % We acknowledge, too, that the head and
hibs of ke tloren-fooled beast are well hid, but|
the covering which hides the prodizy is so close,
we nay casily discern the shape of it!?

6 He,?> Mr, Evays, ¢ must be told his worh® is
an abominalion, his use of tke neme of the Head
of the Church a desccration, and the prayers pui
up to God fiom a schismatic heart are, in his”

God’s) ¢ own language, a Sstink in his nos-
rifs?»?

Speakinx_of Mr, Evaxs’s profession of peace,
he says: ¢ Peace ! What, in a Hamilton Mission-
ary going to Middle Road with a cumaing pro-
pensity to fake our sheep? If this he lonour,
arace, and peace, the wolf is the most honcugable
and pacific animal in creation, These are bul
hints : the facts in our possession shall come af-
terwardss and we give hintsnow that the prowle:
may know his movements are watched.”

«‘I'he celebrated Lord Crnaruay, in his day,
deprecated the employment of Amcrican savages
against their brethren in blood and origin 5 but it
was reserved for the year 1810 to witness a pro-
fessedly Christian Committee employing tire con-
tributions of Christian benevalence in a crusade of
worse than bloadshel azainst their own country-
uen ; a crusade prompted by the ambition and
armogance of two or theee individuals, and invol-
ving in its consequences the everlastiny destinies
of thomsands—a crusade cffulgent with no lisht
bat that of firchrends, and presnant with no bles-
sing but that of @ rows and death to the peace of
familics, the happiness of ncighbourhoods, if nct
to the etzrnal condition of souls.— Rev. E. Nyer-
son's Leller to the ¢ Claistian Guardian,”

The epithets applied to British Wesleyan Me-
thodists in this paragraph, and their councxion
with American savages, speak velumes for the
spiritand character of the writer—who is, gentle
readery a Mcthodist Minister, the Secretary ofthe
Upper Canada Conference Missionary Socicty,
and the pracfical head of the body to which he

helongs: 1 must not permit myself to chatactetize |

such language, nor lo show the propriety, orace,
and consistency with which it comes from its au-
thor.

«'Lhis crusade,” that is, the labours of British
Wesleyan Ministers in Upper Canada, ¢above
all others, is evidently repugnant to the cominon
sense and religious foelings of the country at large,
38 unneressary, as unjusl, and as unchristiun’'—
From the same.

Are common sense end religious feeling all on
one side ?

< In the absence of thisunnatural crusade, those
misteken peisons who have been made recruits of
it, who wonld not jon our church, woull doubt-
less o to the Chuich of Loglondy where, I doubt
not, they woald recerve as whilesome food os they
do now.*?

Connecting this, from the same person, with
his well-known views and feclines towards the
Church of England in Upper Canada, there can
be no ditficulty in underst.nding bis meaning.

* Al the cditoriad words in italics Bave been unders
lined by me 5 the italics in Mr. R.’s remarks are part-
ty mine. ‘The whule ofthe quotations a:c taken from

it unto onc of the least of thesemy hrethren, ya id

one nutuber of the papee, tic 5331,

Such is the spirit of the ¢ Christian Guardian 3
to say nothingof truth and equity.  Iiditorial ob-
scervations I shiould never think of subjecting to
the otdeal of literary aiiticism, but § quoto (hem
as proefs and evideaces of the € manner of spirit?
which prevails,  Let the extracts which 1 have
given alove be viewed in contiast with the fol-
Towiney passages from 6 the daw and the testimo-
ny," according to which we shoull think, anid
feel, and speak, and act, and by which we must
be judged :—

¢ And John answered him, saying, Master, we
saw one casting out devils in thy name, and he
followeth not us: and we forbad him becanse he
follow eth not us, But Jesus seid, Forbid him not.™
Mark ix. 38, 39,

§ Some indeed preach Chiist even of eavy and
strife 5 and some also ot good will: The one preach
Christ of contenton, not sincerely, supposing to
add ailliction to my bonds: but the other of love,
knowing that | am set for the defence of the Gos-
pele What then? notwsthstanding every way,
whelher in pretence ar in truth, Christ is preac
ed s and [ therein do 1cjoice, yea and will ro-
joice.—Phil, i, 15-18,

§¢ Charily suffereth long and is kind—is not pro-
voked, thinketh no evil ; bearcth?? (or covereth)
“all tfnngs, believeth all things, hopeth all things,
endurcth all things.” L. Cot. aiiis 1, 3, 7.

& Judge not that ye be not judzed. For with
what judgment ye judge ye shall be judged : and
with what meastre ye mete it shall be measured
to you again. And why beboldest thon the mote
that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not
the beam that is in thinc own eye? Orhow wilt
thou say to thy brother, Lct me pull out the mote
out of thine eye; and behold a beam is in thine
swneye ? ‘Thouhypocrite, first cast out the beam
out of thine own cyc; and then shalt thou see
clearly to cust ont the mote out of thy brother’s
eye.? Matt. vii. 1-5,

¢« Who art thou that judgest another man®s gem
vant? to his own naster ﬁc standeth or falleth,
Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able ¢o
make him stand.”” Rom. xiv. 4.

And who, now Sir, I would ask, are the cruso-
ders 2 who are the accusers and perscculers of the
brethren? who are reviling and evil speaking ?
‘The public will readily judge. As to myself,
while I deprecate and condemn the moral charac-
tor and tom!cmg of the ¢ Christian Guardian,®
1 am actuated by no bitter or hostile feelinge.
Ou the contrary, 1 would fain repress the rising
evil, and cast oit upon the agitated and angry wa-
tets. The Christian Guardian is an cuthorized
teacher of truth and rightcousness, the medium or
orizan of a numerous body of Christian ministers 3
and, surely, I may be permitted to ask, if such
he the lessory what shalr be the practice

1 shall conclude this communication with a few
alservations. 1f the condial coalition of the two
classcs of Mcthodists in Upper Canada be imprao~
ticable or improbable, the most Christian-like and
judicious course for each body to pursuc is, to
abstain fiom all ¢ bitterness, aud wrath, azd ¢la-
nour,” and labour to sqrcad the knowledge of the
comnmon salvation, ¢ The harvest truly is plen—
teous, but the labourers are few ;*? let them not
quattel, but work; the ficld is larze enongh for
all; to different sections of it—to different classes
of the community—they are both peculiady
adapted ; if they cannot work together, Jet them
wotk separately 5 let each do good in his own
sphere and way § and let them ¢ considerone an-
other to provoke tito love and 1o good works,” in~
stead of sinfully fumishing occasion for the bitter
taunt, ¢ Sce how these Methodists love one an-
other!” )

But, my dear Sir, 1 must conclude: my sheet
is nearly full; and [ have alrcady exceeded the
proper Isagth,  You may, perhaps, hear from me
again, should the proziess of events, ot the signe
of the timee, ot the interests of truth and right-
cousness, sssume such an aspect as to require the
lovers of truth and charity to show you their opi~
nioue -

1 am,
Rev, and dear Sir,
Yours respectiully,
Catuorices.
January, 1811,



