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atrait, after, according to Mr. Thomson, “a!

vigorous and Dbrilliant campaign.”

We cannot help imagining that had Gene-
ral Izzard re-taken Fort Niagara, left a strong
garrison in the *“impregnable” position of|
Fort Erie and kept Drummond in check that
he would have been rather moro entitled to
rank his campaign of a month a3 a brilliant
one than real facts admit of. Indeed, so far
from placing itin the category of brilliant
actions, we are almost tempted to stigmatize
it as the act of a coward and a poltroon, and
one which can only be compared with the
rotreat of the British commander at Platts-
burg.

Lest we should e supposed to condemn

Armscmngand Ingersol Gcneral Izzard too se-
ou Generat Tzzard. verely, we will make
one ortwo extractsfrom General Armstrong’s
notes and from Ingersol. Armstrong devetes
six pages to the subject, and declares that
when Izzard was ordered “to throw his
whole force on Drummond’s rear,” and to
leave Plattsburg to its fate, he did so with
the conviction that the plans laid down by
government were impracticable, and that the
British would speedily be in occupation of
Plattsburg.

The extract from Armstrong will, how-
ever, show the opinion entertained by that
«ficer of General Izzard’s strategic skill.

“Under these and other forcbodings of evil,
he was careful to announce te the 'War De-
partment his total disavowal of all res-
ponsibility for whatever might happen; hut
expressed his willingness, at the same time,
to exccute the orders he had received, ‘as
well as he knew how,”

“ Beginning his movement accordingly on
the: 20th of August, and having in his
choice two routes to Sackett’s Iarhor—one
of which required a march of ten days, and
the other a march of twenty, he made no
seruple of preferring the latier; though, by
dving 80, he necegsarily put much to hazard
by giving time to Prevost to reinforce his
western posts. Nor was this the only mea-
sure he adopted, having a similar tendency.

“From a desire,” he said, *“tobringin his|

column fresh and ready for immediate ser-

vice,” he limited its daily march to fifteen
miles; anjudulgencealtogether unnecessary,
and never granted, when there is anything
urgent in the character of the service to §e
performed. But even this was not enough
to satisfy Mr. Izzard’s conscryative tlmorj-;
a halt of four days was made at the south
end of Lake George; professedly, for the
purposc of refreshing troops, not & man of
whom was ecither sick or weary. And
again: when arriving at Sackett’s Ilarhor un
the 16th, though finding that Kingstun had
not been reinforced, and that our fleet had g
temporary ascendency on the lake,f nota
single measure was taken for availing him-
self of these advantages, and attacking, as
ordered to do, that important post. For this
cmission, a sympathy for Brown and his
division was made the pretest. ¢ The perils,”
he said, *of this heroic band are now s
multiplied and menacing, as make it my
first and most important duty, to leave Kings-
ton untouched, embark my troops on hoard
the fleet, run up to the Lead of the luke, land
on the northern side of the Niagara, and
throw myself on the rear of Drummond,”
This decision, though thus decidedly an-
nounced, was shortlived. A storm of wiad
and rain occurring, which prevented the
fleet from sailing, the General now hescught
advice how he should proceed: whether by
aland march over bad roads in wet weuther,
or, by waiting the cessation of the storm,
avail himself of & passage by water. Strange
as it may appear, he preferred the former,
and in a letter of the 18th anncunced this
intention to the government. Finding, how-
ever, that the choiee he had made, was much
censured by the army, and cven denounced
by a part of bis staff;} as a new ruse to
avoid a battle with Drummond, as he had
already evaded an attack on Kingston, his
resolution was shaken, his march suspended,
and a correspondence opened with the naval
commander on the old question, by what

* Pwenty miles formed Cresar's justumiterdies:
aud if the case was urgent, considerably more.

+Such was the well-known condition of the
flect, when Jzzard arrived ot Sackett's Harbor.

$Statement of Major O’Comner, Assistant
Adjutant-General of the division.



