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Slipping Away.

They are slipping away—these sweot,
awift years,

Like a loaf on the current oaat;
With nover a break in their rapid flow,
We watob them as ono by one they go

Into the beantiful past.

As t;gent aund swilt as the weaver's

Or an arrow's figiog gleam ;
As soft asthe Ianguorons breeges hig,
That lift the willow's golden lid,

And ripple the glassy siream;

As light as the breath of the thistle.
own ?
As foud ne a lover's dream ;
As pure as the flush in the ses-shell's
throat ;
As swect as the wood-bird's wooing
note,
8o tender and aweet they seem.

One alter another we ses them rass
Down the dim-lighted siair;
We hear the sound of their steady
troad
In the steps of centuries long since

As beautiful and as fair.
y‘-——-lmmw&hﬁon 3
’ Shall we waste them in idle skife?
Shdlf we trample under our ruthless
eot
Thoss beautiful bicssoms, rare and
swoet,
By the dusty ways of lifo ?

Tberla :ro ouly s few swilt yeara—ah!
e
No envious taunts bas heard ;
Maie life's rare pattern of rare design,
And fill up the measure with love's
sweet wige,
But never an angry word 1 —Selected.

1892,

Eighteen sundred and anioety ons
is gone ; cight~sn lmndred and ninety-
two is come, The past year was a
very eventfal year for Cauads; this
promises to be no less so.

The Dominion Elections flled the
country with politieal oxcitement in
tho early pars of the year, aud when
in the beginning of summer the vensz:
able politieal chiol was stricken down
all Cannds watched by his Ledside,
and the strife of political partics was
hushed for a time-—a vory short time,
for the grave had scarcely closed over
the wmortal remains of SBir John Mac:
donaid when there was resumed a sca-
sion of the Dominion Parliament, re.
markable for excessively disgraceful
revelations mado beforo ila comm tiee,
of rascality on the part of civil service
clerks, members of Parliament, mem.
bers of the Government and Govern:
ment contractors. The Iatter part of
the year was conspicnous by the friai
of wany contested elsction cases in
which it was ehown that one party is
as bad as tho other and both appar-
ently enliroly unscrupulous as {o the
means used to oarry an election. The
Irovince of Quebeo Lhas Lad its own
patticalar manifestation of political
corruption, and is now in the midst of
what promises to be the most exsiting
contest of that land of Serce r-litioal

battlos. Theso things make Caua.
dians ack, what of tho future? ‘Lhe
feoling is quite prevalent that there
munst be, and that soon, a chiruge of
some kind; it is vol surprising that
there is even an anugxation propa.
ganda started, and that a paper in its
intorest is to bo published in one of
our citioa. It behooves Canndians to
calmly consider tho siteation; to do
nothing rashly ; and to trust in God.
We hiave a goodly Leritage, a magui.
ficent country, capable of supporting
an immenso popuiation. Wo have no
rcason to despair of our fature, pro-
vided we insist upon honest govern®
mout, and mete out coudign panish-
ment to all offonders, high as well se
low. There is perhapa no respect in
which professora of Christiauity nesd
wore to be on their gusrd than in the
matter of their politioal relations, A
Christian shiould scorn to vote for a
bad man, or to support & corrupt
government.,

8o far as the people known as Dis.
ciples of Chirist ate oconcerned, as the
columus of this paper have shown, the
past year hias not been without much
to encourage them in this comutry,
Fine now meeting.houses opened in
Toronto, Bowmaunville, and London ;
churebos started at a number of new
points ; successful protrasted mect
ings held at difforent places in all
parts of the Province; the force of
regular preachers incressed ; the con.
fributions to missions liberal; the
sisters’ work enlarged; the young
people’s work growing ; efforts pui
forth to increase the efficiency of the
Snoday schoole. If ail theze things
mesan, a8 wo believe they do, an in-
teres; 1n the gospel of Christ aud a de-
termination to stand by the Christian.
ity of the New Tesloment pure and
undefiled, then chere is indeed much
to rejoice in for the present, and to
give bope for the futars. .Ard wby,
brethren, should thoser be hopeless
who belisve they have tho fruth on
their side ? What is required to make
the truth widmphant bat faithful ser-
vice aofompanied by ths blessing of
God?  Let us humbly resolve, relying
upon the grase of God, 1o maks this
year more fraitful, in service, more
consscrated in spirit, than any previ
ons year of our lives.

Sunday Street Cars.

The mwajority of the Ministerial As.
sociation in this ¢ity have placed them-
selves in & somowhat absurd position
by opposing ti.. proposal to allow the
citizena to express thomselves by vote
for or against the running of strest
cars on the Lord’s day. We think it
would be a grisvous mistake for the
people of Toronto to suthorize such an
innovation, and wo judge that if a vole
wero taken on the question it would
bo found that the wajor portion of the
votera do not favour Sunday cars. But
we shiould rather have tho vote taken
than not.  And if the people want
Sunday cars, of course they will bave
them,

One of the ministers js reported to
have said that we might ax well take
» vole on the Tam Commandments
For our part nothing would plesse us
better than to bave that very thing
done, Thr discussion which auch a
proposition would give rise to would
throw more light upon che refation of
the Old Tosawent to tho Now than ia
enjryed by most of tho preachers in
Toronto, to way nothing of their con.
geepations.  Those who profess to ve-
gard the Ten Commwandments as obligs-
tory upon us as & whole, ss they werc
upon the children of Israel, do not
keep them assuch ; they do not keep
the fourth commandment. They work
on Ssturday, the seventh day of the

week, and on the first day of the week,

which they lmproperly oall the Hab.
bath, they do, and require their scr-
vanta and thelr horses to do, what the
fourth commandment plainly forbida
The pretence of keeping the fourth
commandment, and the practice of cal.
ling tho first day of the wesk tho Sab-
Lath should be discontinued by those
who claim to believe the New Testa.
ment to contaln an accurate account
of tho roligion of Jesus Christ. The
fourth commandment should not be so
much ss mentioned when the matter
of runuing strect cars on Sunday Is
bolog considered, If any one insista
that it should, let us aak why not ap.
ply It to the running of buggies, hacke
and carrisges on Sundayt If it would
be Lreaking the fourth commandment
for a street car driver to drive & car on
Sunday, is it not equally a violation of
it for & coanchman tg drive a coach on
Sunday, or for & min to deive his own
carriage to church on Sundayt! The
fourth commandmont forbids labour on
the Sabbath, whether it be the labor
of & sorvant or tho labor of one who
works for himeelt.

Weo do not favor Sunday street
cara ; weo think their Introduction
would be a backward and not s for-
ward movement. We are opposed to
them on religious grounds; wo think
that 8 quict Sundey is & good thing, in
the futerests of Christisan work asd
spiritusl culture. And along thie line
woshould reason with the church wem.
ber who might favor Sandsy cam
With those who do not acknowledge
tho claims of rcligion we abould urge
the following considerations, Wae
wonid point out the all but unques-
tioned fact that in order to the sttaln.
ment of that degree of physical and
social well-belog which all classes are
entitiad to, a day of rest is neccsssry—a
day which,if it benot devoted tothe du.
ties of religion, should be free from tha
wcocteny-af toll-Foptbor it be of the
band or of the head. We believe in
s day of relaxation, not, of course, of
dissipation, for all toilers; and the
only way in which that can be secured
is by the community 6xing upon a
given day, and, by legal enactment,
making it & day of rest. One day in
seven is none too frequent ; Sunday is
just 23 good as any other day ; conse-
quently there is no reason why the day
sct apart by Christians for the worship
of God should not be the day appoint.
ed by the Stato for the relef of tired
bodies and weary minds, Street car
drivers and conductors need & weekly
reat day as much as any other ciass, and
professora of religion should not be de-
barred from performing their duties sy
such ou the Lord's day. Let the sys-
tem of running the cars on Sanday be
introduced and this section of the city's
wotkers will bo mada to safer wrong,
and the way made easier to itnpose upon
otherr. We bave noticed In s nomber
of United States cities we have visited
wherethe street cars yon on Sunday that
there is more or less of additional in.
terference with the quiet of 'the day and
with the right of other classcs than the
street car mento a dayof rest, Wefaney
if Toronto were to have but one Chi.
cago Sunday we would hear very little
of Sunday cars for a good while; our
citizens would dread lest the Sunday
car would ere long bring the other
characteristics of the Chicago Sunday
in ita truin.  Let us malatain our com-
paratively quiet Sunday, and let us
rather cuquire whether it bo not pos-
sibls without infringing upon the rights
of any to make it atill more peaceful,
than give our aupport ta tha introduc.
tion of a system which we believe
would hinder the interests of religion,
snd would not traly further any other
worthy Intereat,

Wiy -

Now is tho tiwe 3o ges up clubs for

Tux Evavorriar,

Evasive Still.

Tue  Caxansany NvanosLlsr saya:
‘Upwards of fivo years ago wo challeng-
ed the Leaderto produco the Scripture
for what it eallod tho Seriptural meth.
odi of spresding the gospel, but up to
the presont time there has [have?)
been nothing but ovasive reaponsecs,
Wo ronew the chalionge” Indesdl
Now this is a marcelons thing, Did
wonot tell you long ago that you would
find the “*methods” in Acts of Apos.
tloa?  Did the aposties and evangelists
of the apostolio age Liave no “methods”?
Didn't the great commission tolt thom
to g0, and didn't they go? The dis-
ciples “went everywhere proaching the
word.” IHow docs that suit you, my be.
lovedt \Vhy doesn’t Tz Canapian Evax.
arLisr go ont with the sains celerity and
ardor and preach the word as it goes to
missionary conveutions 2 An evangelist
is one who goes, but hero in Canads is
aa Evanorrisy thet stands atill, Curious
kind of an evangelist that is. If & man
desizes to preach tho gospsl, all Lo kas
to do is t0 'go.” Bui this Evaxaxrisr
has an idea——whkich is characteristio of
all Booiety men— that if the mandate
figo” iy not backed np with an ansured
salary, there is no method, Of one
thing wa ara certain, there {s method
in the madness of Soeiety propagand.
ist8. = Christian Leader,

The above is an oxcellent specimen
of the evasion and hyper-criticism in
which the Leader largely deals. Itis
& {housand pities that a talented man
like the editor of the Leader should so
proatitats his psn. His (effort st gram.
mationl criticiem may ba left to the
school-childven. How absurd, too, what
ho says about the name of this paper |
Supposo we should exert ourselves to
make fun of the name of his paper, Z2e
Christian Leader, iow casy that would
be, and how unprofitable!

The editor of the Leader did tell us
long sgo that we could find his methods
of spreading the Gospel in Acts of
Apostles, and long ago we told bim
they were not there. But yst he has
never produced aaingle psssage from
that or any other Dok of the New
Testament in support of his allegation.
That our mors recent subscribers may
understand the exact issue belwoen
ths Leader and Tue Evaxagrist wo re-
publish in another part of this paper an
artiols from the Oxramis Evawarxtisr
of May, 1887, with the heading “Fonnd
at Laat” We ask that partiovlar at
tention be paid to that psrt of the ex-
tract from the Leadsr which bagine
with the question, ** But what are the
Scriptaral methods 2 Now wa assert
that the so-calied Seriptural methods
are no more Sotipturat than the meth.
ods of the societies the Leader da.
nounces—that they are in fact Johin F,
Rowe's methods, and we think he is
in daty bouna to show, if he can, from
the Scriptures, that what we call Ais
methods are, as ke has doclared, Serip-
tural methods, Thie is what woe have
been askiog to do, atintervals, fora
period of about four years and a hall.
Our readers can sce thal it is » reason.
able request.  We repeat it now.

We would not follow this matier up,
a3 some readors may think ad nauseam
wero it not one of groat importance,
The prolonged, and 160 often acrimoni-
ous, discussion of mothods among us
has beon a great hinirance to the
cause of Christ, Angthiug that will
tend to eliminate the acrimony frow the
controversy will Lelp to bring about »
better order of things.  If the editor of
I the Zeader 2ill manfully undertake to
justily Lis sssertion that the methods
he calls Scriptural methods are
Scriptara), wo thiok his readers will
find themselves ontertaining kindlier
feclings towarda thoso of their brethren
who sce no Larm in working with the
mistionary socisties,

T

Fm-n_r’c_" Life of Christ and 8t
Panl” is indesd an excellent work
The descriptions are grand. Each
shapter is a sermon in itsell,

J. P. Wxres, Aurorn.

L )

Crossley and Hunter Again.

Binco our last number was isaued
wo bave reccived a letter from a
brother which we think it will be
profitable to publish. The Drother
doos not wish bis name madp public;
our readers may novertheloss mccept
hiz tostimony. We give tho lotter
here ;—

* Bro. Munre,~1 can fully sndoras
avery word in your artiele in Tur
EvavozList of Dec. lst. I bheard
Crossley and Hanter preach twenty
sermons. They preachied faith, and
farth only, for the romissione of sins.
In & private conversation, I put to
them the question; Are falll, repent-
suce aud obedisnce sonnssted in New
Testament convorsions ? I forced an
answer. They had to admit that thoy
were, Ithon msked thom, why they
did not so preach? Mr, Hunter
said they conld not do so, as they held
Union Meetings with all churches.
‘Therenpon I said, You would not bo
succossful if you did ? e answerad,
No. Then l’uid, In order to mest
with sucocss you havo to be popular?
Heo said, Yes. This closed the eon-
versation, as I liad them where 1
wanied them.”

Now we respectfully submit to our
brethren that this testimony cloarly
indicates our proper attitude towards
Messts, Crossley and Hanter, We
should bave notbing to do with their
socalled union meelings, but shonld
rather as we have opportunity raise
our voices in protest sgaiost their
populatity-sseking, emasenlated gos-
pel. Does the Lord take delight in
the work of Crossley and Hunter?
We roverently answer, No. If you
donbt it, read what he says (Mark viii,
88) about such as would bo asbiawed
of Mim or Hus words. In anotber
place the Lord says, “If ye know
these things, happy are ye if yo do
them”*  Mr. Huanter knows these
things, but for populanity’s sake he
does not preach them, What Obrig.
tian well instructed in the things of
the kingdom of God and knowing such
thivgs of those evangelists could atand
on the same platform with them and
not feel impelled to rebnke them
soandly and spesk to the peopls all
the words of this life, The chosen
motlo of this paper, whick stands eon-
tinuslly on the fint page, but which
the reador may havs long since ceased
{o nolice, is, “Gn , . speak , . to the
peopls all the woras of this life.”” The
empliasis is intended to bs upon *all,”
snd is meant to remind our readers
and ourselves that Tax Caxabx Evax-
oxList atands for ‘‘the trath, the
whole trath, aod nothing but the
truth,” that when Jesus speake we are
bound 1o Lear and obey, and that the
grand and benizn purposes of God
with reference to the spiritual welfare
of the Luman family will be fally
secomplished only when the truth as
it is in Jesus is proclaimed and ye-
ceived camnestly, faitbfully and fully.

R .

We wish all our readers A Happy
New Year,

Bat if that wish shonld not be real.
ized, then we wish the sufforers divine
grace to help in time of need.

Wa are ploased to Liavo another
lotter from Dr. Macklin for this num-
ber. We are uot far from the Far
East now ; the letter was written Nov,
18 ; thie envelope is postmarked Stang-
tisi, Nov. 28; Yokoliama, Dee. 8.

———

We regret very much to learn of the
sudden death of Bro. D. L Ransom,
of Baffalo, N.Y, Some of our readers
will remember meeting him at Bt
Thomas, at our Aunaal Meeting in
1880. Wo trausfer & short obitaary
notice from the Standard to our

columna
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