
THE OWL

Father Burke was asked by a young
clergyman how hest lie couîd improve his
preachiing, lie answered, Il FUI up the
cask 1 fi up tue cask 1 fi up the cask
and then if you tap it anywhere, you
wiii get a good streain. But if you put in
but littUe, it ivill dribble, dribble, dribble,
and you niust tap, tap, tap, and ilhen you
,-et but a sniat streani after al." The
a ge of miracles is past, and the cruse of
oil and the vessel of meal %viIl not be
rcî)lenisbied unless you wviil fuît themn with
your own band.

But patient study is flot so valuable as
patient thinking. We are nione the better
for our daily food if we are unable to
assimiilate it. If we store Up mnaterials
with the diligence of the bee, ive need the
bee's power of claborating them irito wvax
or hioney. A mnan whose brain is crushed
beneath a superincumibent wveiglit of
accumuiated facts bias no active intellec-
tuai existence of bis own ; bie does flot
think or fel, lie simiply collects. He bias
no idea of the relations toivards one
another of the facts hie bias gatbiered, of
their comparative value, of their bearirg
upon particular lines of reflection. 11e is
like tbe laborer .%hIo piles up by the .%ay-
sîde a great heap of stone or iron ; %vhat
can lie do îvitb it until the engineer bias
planned the road or designed tbe bridge ?
But tbe truc student wviil be laborer and
ongineer ini one ; bis brairi wiil dispose of
ilie store whicli bis menîory lias stored
and assorted. He will study profoundly,
but hie will also rhink profoundly. He wiil
not be content %vith amassing the thoughts
of other meni, but will strain theni throughi
bis owri intellectual alembic until hie gets
ai. tbeir iiiosi. precious elements. Wbat
wiil it avail to know ail about the stamen
an d petais of tbe daisy if lie niake no
attempt to tiink out tie thouglît tîat lies
in the cup of that Ilwee, nmodest, crinisori-
îipped flower?"

And frorn these rernarks we inay strike
out a hint to lie of service to, us in our
studios. We miust read tothiink-; we nîust
bring togetber our materiat with a view to
iiiaking use of it. Now there are books
wiliih cruslî thouglit by tlicir heaviness,
ind others. wliicb dissipate it by theur
levity. There are books that chilI and
enfeeble instead of strengthenin cand stinîu-
lating. The wise student will 0turri aside

from aIl such, and confine his attention to
those books only wbici ivili beip) Iii in
his great work of self-*culture. Tfli
biographer of Fichte, conîparîng imii with
a dry-as-dust con'enîporary, reniarks, tlîat
"ail tlîe truth written by the latter is flot

wortb a titbe ot the faise which Fichte
nîay have written. The one gives us a
snîiall number of known truths ; tie other
gives us perhaps une trutlî, but, in s0
doing, opens before us the prospect of an
îiflnity 0f unknown truths." And it is
just ibis quality wlîicli uîîakes Fichte and
writers like Fichte so valuable ; tiîey teach
us to think. TMie divine spark set frec
from the altar of 'their genius alights upon
the inert dulness of our drowsy braiiî, and
quickeris it into wholesonie activity. Tlîey
send forth their breath ta breatlie upon
the dead bories; Iland belîold a slîaking,
and the bones coîîîe together, bone to
bis bone,..and tbey ]ive."

3. Spiritual.-But now ive nîusi turn
for a moment to, that spiritual trainîing
wbichli e who seeks success iii life can by
no mieans afford to neglect or forego.
Mind and soul are so iritimiately connected,
that wlîat acts upon the one w'ill react
upon the other. The intellect and irmagi-
nation cannot be healthyv unless the soul
be satisfued and at peac. No mari cari
think generously wbo does flot live
devoutly. But to live devoutly we must
subject the soul to, as rigid a discipline as
that wliicb ive enforce upon niind or body.
Goodness is no spontaneous grawth ; like
kriowledge. it cari be acquired only by
assiduous .vrestling. Purity, whether of
body or sou], cannot beconie ours except,
by slow degrees, step by step, gradually
and paiiîfully. The evil spirit cain be
driven away froin us oîîly by prayer and
fasting. Says St. FRancis of Sales: IlThe
,%ork of Uic soul's purification neitiieriay
nor cari end save with life itslf ;-do not
thon lot us be dislieartened by our iinîper-
fections,-our very perfection lies in dili-
gently contending ngaiinst tbien ; zind it is
impossible so ta, contend without seoing
tlîom.i Or to overCOme %vithout meeting
thoni face to face .... David contiîîiily
asks tlîe Lord to strengtlîeî lus lienri
agaiîîst cowardice and discotirageîîîeîît;
and it is our priviiege in tbis 'var tii.ut WC
are certain to vanquishi so long as ive are
willing ta figlit.»


