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Avariciousness is indeed a characteristic
of the Jew, but it were unjust to say that
in this Shyiock is a true representative of
his nation. (,reediness in bis predomin-
ant passion. He makes mioney ]lis God
and sacrifices to this deity tinie pleasure
and happiness. He knows no friend but
bis purse ; for him other *men are not
fellow-creatures but mois wbich bie uses in
building up) his fortune. Greed lias
extinguisbed in his heart almost evcry
spark of bumanity, and bias made himi a
burden to lîin-iself; a cause of nîisery to bis
lhouseliold, and a subleet of odiunî to bis
fellow-nien.

Th e J ew's greed for gold is even stronger
thanl bis love for bis daughter. It is inter-
esting t o bebiold the contest wbicb takes
place betweeîî these two affections after
Jessica's d eparture. At first, tbe tbougbit
of baving lost bis daugbmer fuls the loving
fatbier's hieart wvith bitter sorrow. Mien
lie finds that she lias carried off several
p)reciùus jewels and oilber articles of value,
bis feelincgs arc undecided %%h.*ch course to
take. lis daugluter is indeed dear to himi,
but jewels are tbe iias:er of li.s licart.
Consequently, after a short struggle, the
denuon, avariciousness, over-conies father-
ly love, the m-iser beconies franiic with
rage and utters miost frightful imprecations
against lus daugbmier ad id er lover. His
occasional ont-bursts of sharp sarcasm, bis
ready %vit, bis subtle arguments, bis deep-
seated hypocrisy, ail prove that Sbylork
%va., a nian 0f great intellect. But the
curse of (;od on bis race effécis likewise
mlîis man's noblest gift iii Shylock. His
intelligence, bis knowiedge of human
nature, al bis talents and al)ilities serve
hirn but as we-apons by wbicb lie is enabied
to wring,- dollars and cents froni tbose
around bim.

'PlIie puet aduiirabiv depicts the usurer'3
covetousness iii ail its different phases
and îvitb al] its evii resuits. 'l'le scelle
wvIerein Anztonio solicits the boan is tbe
frst iii wviclî ive niet, the Iew. \Vhen lie
luears the %vrai) at the door, lie riscs with a
sniiiigic couinteniance. Fouil wvell does lue
know wvbat the visitor requires, siîîce no
ome ever calîs upon hini save for tbe pur-
p)ose of borrowing nîoncy. As Antonîio
etîters the door, a dark cioud over-si'adowvs
ilie old muan's broîv, but iii a miometil .
passes away and ail is sunsbine again. In
tic conservation tlîat foilows between the
two the baseness and nualignitv of the

Jew's lueart is laid bare. He adniits, nay
even boasts, that lie bias enricbced binîseif
at the expense of poor niortals wbo
scarcely biad tbe wberewitb to live. -But
lus baseness of beart is equallcd by bis
deceit.- Intense is the hatred whicli he
chierislies against Antonio, but that hatred
is now carefully concealed beneath tbe
sbroud of bypIrocris),. Long bas the old
miser entertained the wish of 0one day
piacing a yoke on thîe neck of this wvealthy
mercliant, lus bitterest enenîy, and bc- is
deterniincd to ruake th;e most of the
opp)ortunity wh'ich noîv presents itself.
Note the consuminate guile he makes use
of in inducing Antonio to sign tbe deed :
note agaiti tbe. ialicious joy that over-
spreads bis countenance wben bie lias
attained bis object.

TFli poet does not explicitîy state tîat
tbe faise reports concerning the slîip-
wreck luad their source in Shylock, yet lie
seens to have left tîîe reader to infer tlîat
such wvas the case. At ail events the Jew
kntew tlîat thuese rep)orts were coming be
fore tbey bad arrived, and tbere can
scarcely remuain a (louI)t but tlîat he limii-
self cauised tbeni to be circulated ; siîîce
it does not seemi probable iluat one so
miiserly would ]end tlîree tliousand ducats
free of interest for mlîree niontbs on a
niere chance. For it miust be rememiber-
cd that it was Antonio's life, flot thc
si loaîîed îvbich thc miser souglit 50
ea-erly. The last scene in whicb Sby-
lock figlures places tbe clinm on ail bis
baseness and Nwickcedness of lîeart. AU
tlîat ivas bumîan in lîinî lias noîv vanislîed.
He appears iii the court-roonî a blood
tluirsty nionster. On seeing Antonio, tie
object of his baitred, tic muscles of lus
face contract, lus teeth grind, bis cyes
seemi to start froin tieîir sockets. I-ow
lie bates biiui who is now a victim ai. bis
feet! Greediness %vilicli holds so muchi
sway over the wretch's actions, is Uic orig-
inator of tlîis lîatrcd. He liates Aniton1 io
because tic l-atter professes a religion
wvhicli condemuns tbc one wlio amasses
weaiUî by frauduleiit nîcans ; lates hiiîî
bl-cause oft lias tue kind-luearted mer-
chant lent îîîoiey free of interest to the
poor of Venice ; liates irui because lie,
who carried off luis datigluter jessica, pro-
fesses tic saine faih as Antorio ; bates
linîi finalîy, because .7nrtonio is virtuons
and Sbylock, 15 vicious. Tbe cruel
wretcb cannot be detcrrcd froin satisfying
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