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of thc natural sciences, of classics, even
of rùiatbemiatics. ht is undoubtcdly truc
oi pbilosophy. Lighter literature iîeed bc
nu exception; standard novels cal] be best
read in the liglit of the lectures on liter-
ature.

Rvading pursued iii this nianner înay
bu varied, intcresting and useful. Instead
of izîterfering wvitli tic course, it will
streti"tlicni and supplement it. By the
tinie a young îîîan is graduatcd, lie will
îîot only bc sufficiently well rcad, but liu
will also hiave Iîad. the opportunity of
judging whiat kiîîd of reading is iii ac-
cordance with bis natural taste and abili-
tics. Th71en, E iicrson's rule, ",Read but
what you like" can bu advantageously
followed. Whereas the student who, dur-
ing his college days, indulges iii indiscriiîni-
niate readinge can1 be, at best, but a super-
licial scbolar, the formation of %vhose faste
nmust dcpend lar.,ely upon chance.

'rle Mlinister of Public Instruction for
France bias recently arinounced somne ini-
portant cbanges in tie programîme of the
State University. 'l'lie two baccalaureates
Arts and Science, are replaced by ont:, bear.
ing the nîaine of Arts ; and tic systenm of
ýîpecia1 courses of study so niuch in vogrue
ini England and AmeTica, is iniroduced
alIso int F-rance. rw'o, exanmations
lead to tbect e ]accalaureate of Arts.
The inatter of thle first is thc saine for ail
candidates, vil., the ancient and modern
languages. WVhat kniowlcd,,-e of these is
rccîuircd cannot be learncd froin the bare
uutline of thc ollicia-i programme, whicb
încrely states that the candidates nmust
pass aw~ritten e\aimination in Laitin, and
ormis in G.ruekt, Latin, French, and Ger-
inan or English. After passing the first
exanration, the student bas to choose
froni three courses of study the one wbhicli

lie ivislics to bc the subject of biis second
and final exanlination. These three
courses are Philosophy, Matheniatics and
Natural Science, and are arranged simi
lariy to the Honor Classes in the same
subjects in our universities. Thli students
of Philosopby miust also bc exaniined in
Plîysics and Clîemistry , tlie students of
Matbeiiiatics and Plîysics are required to
know soniething of 'hilosopby. And tbe
successfuil candidate will recelve bis dip-
lonia as l3aclielor of Arts in tic course of
Plîilosophy, in the course of MNathenîatics,
or in the course of Naturai Science.

Sucli is the programme of reforni an-
nounced by IM. Bourgeois. Its cbief
sigynificance is tbat it curlails in somne
measure the attention given ini past years
to the study of the natural sciences, ivbicli
were allowed to usurp the place formierly
occupied by classics and philosophy.
Thuis curtailnîient is a baîf acknowIedge-
nment froni the Frenchi educationists that
an exclusively scientific training hias not
produced the good resuits expected.
And therefore tliey bave once more
adopted the old programme, but with
somie nmodi fications. These modifications
are of importance, and their wisdom
is already the subject of discussion. The
siiecial courses, or bionor courses, which
îreî,are for the second exanîinatîon, con-
tain no provibion for classics, wliich nhust,
therefore, bu discontinucd after the first
exainaiiition, tlîat is after the second or
third year of the university course. Here-
in Francc's ncw educational programme
is infcrior to the programmes followed in
tlîis country, in iwbicli an bionor course of
classics alinost alivays finds pilace. And
the failure to provide sncli a course affords
the strongest possible argument to, those
wl'bo desire to sec c.lassical studies entirely
donc away witlî. For, ilîey iiI say, the
study of the classics is useless unless pur-
sued to tlîe point whiere the student be-
cornes familiar with classical literature;
but this lie can neyer becomie in a feiv


