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Chiristian. Now, the conversion of
die ,-an 7a Christianity is beyoincî
ail doubt a very miertorious act, and
an exercise that bias occupied the
talents andi atteiG;n of the world's
tvreatest benefactors. 1It is to be
furtlier acimitteci that every one iii a
certain mianner is entitieci to Lise
whiatever influence hie cani in thiis
direction, and what is allowed ta
everyone cannot be clenied the Duke
of Vî_mice. He, consequently, en-
ioy.ecl the right of attemptinig ta
cliristianize to the full extent of bis
de(sires and ability. But while his
action in the above case niay have
becen prompted by praiseworthy
motives, it is apparent that this law-
fuI privilegre wsshaniefully abuseci,
WhIen in its exercise, hie outragrec
justice by stoopingr ta the unsane-
tinned use of physical force ancd
Mahiometan compulsion.

Th'le thirci illustration of aur prin-
ciple is sugygested by the celebrated
casket scene. It xviii be remienber-
e-d that Bassanio borrowed mioney
fri Antonio in orcler ta press bis
dlaimis ta the hand of Partia. His
suit was successful ancd bath w-ould
biave been immcdiately united in
marital bliss, but for a circumistance
Wliich eaused a slight clelay anci con-
siderable anxiety. It appears that
in mïarriage affairs Portia xvas not
cninplete master of her own actions,
but \vas restrained by the rulings of a
ç lvad father, whoc either in the clotage
<o1 aýge, u. as a result of anc of those

g d inspirations which dyingr men
are suppased ta enjay, comma ndeci
that the selection of bis daughter's
lhusl)and should be left entirely ta
chiance, and that it should be in no
way influenccd by the just and corn-
mon arbitramient of love. It xvas fur-
tlier requireci that if luck should prove
inpropitious, the unsucccssful suitor
should swear, arnongY other things,

neyer agrain ta consuit a lady in refer-
ence ta miarriage,-. Truc ta modern
evolutions of the comecy, the upshot
af ail xvas, that after several unclesir-
able wooers hiac trieci their fortunes
and miserably failed, Bassonia in bis
turn met %vith a bettc-r fate, receiving
the only answver that xvas worthy of
bis love.

Does not this by-plot also illustrate
aur principle? it undoubtedly does.
Owing ta the happy termnination of
the incidents \VC arc inclinecl ta over-
lookc the Nvrang, but it is none the less
a wrongr on that accounit. No one
wiIl dleny-nlot even the fiercest
modern acîvocate of juvenile emian-
cipation-tbat Portia's father was
justifieci in sL1owingr an interest iri
hi,; daughiter's marriage, and in pro-
pasing-I any provisions or limitations
hier interests might, suggest. This
is the basis of the ,-~iwhichi how-
ex'er was miercilessly distorted when
pau.mnaI caprice prampteci himi ta
farmiulate any such absurd candi-
tdons as are mnentioned in tfhe play.
Ta the presuml)tive husbancl the
resuit mighlt possibly have been in-
valuable, in the estimation of those
who are in syînpathy with the adage
"rany a good hangingy prevents a

bad miarriage, but havingy no choice
in the matter, what xvas ta restrain
the unfortunate girl frorn being
obliged ta give Up her xvhole life, per-
haps ta sonie unworthy wretch for
whoni she could entertain but littie
respect, anci less affection. The un-
pardonable injustice ta which she
ighyt have been submiittecl can be

partly understood by conceivingy her
tearful separatian fromn Bassaia, or
by imiagriningr a coml)ulsory marriagre
with any of those mrorthIess wooers
wh om sh e Sa skil f ully describts i n the
first act ta hcr camipanion Nerîssa.
Consequently, in this case the sanie
disastrous agencies were at work,
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