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lated. It will bcavînaeu that the
roomn itself should reek ;vith stuwli va-
pour. and by tliat ineans assist to arrest
the imme(liate sprOli( of' mischief. But
'vhilst it does that, 4and even destroys
the growing seed, it l)resve3s the dot'-
niant gerni froni deeay. Yon wvill see,'
therofore, that to trust to carbolic -Icid
as a mens for dest.roying the progess
of infectious disease is to, trust to a
brokien reed. Sp)ores have been kzept
for weekzs in a five per* cent, solution
of carboIised oit, and have tiien been
fobund capable of VIgrs gr111 (Ilowthi whenl
transpiated to :L favourable soi].

The samne î'esult lias follo'ved Mieni
they have been storcd in alcohiol. The
use of spirituous liquors as a protec-
tion -igainst the evils of impure water
is no protection at ail, and the scofi'
at total abstainers, thiat thiey risk their
hiealtl by using water instead of'
alcohol and water. is basi.ed upon aî
fiction, Dot a fact.

The sanie arguments app'Y to sonie
oxtent to suiphmnrous acid ; thoughi in
a minor degree, thiere is an hettion
following the application of this gas by
w~hich the cheniical composition of
albumiinoid niatter is more certainly
chan,, d. Oxygen is absorhed froin
the gerim as well as froni the air, and
the ro'vth of the gerni is to some
extent inipaircd ; but So., is irre-
spirable, 'xhilst an active quantity of
carbolic acid niîay be borne ,vithout
i nj uly..

IIOTBEDS-" FORCING PITS."

I thinkz I inay no'v leave the troait
nient of infectious discases, so far as
they corne ivithin your cognisance, and
pass on to the forcing pits in whichi
they find their most active develop-
ment-viz., the filth collection of
lIunian congrogation. Your duties
have reference to the removal of these,
and to their active disinfection, as well

as to that connected witlh the cases of'
actual disease, It lias been thongrht,
that diseaso germis would lose their
vitality if suspended iii w'ater; but
anthrnax spores have been kopt iii solu-
tion lbr niontîts a-id have not beexi
destroyed. If' they airc in miotion, if*
they ai-e enconrag-iced to grow-, and if
wvlilst ,0 rowing they corne iii con-
tact wit.1 oxygen just eseapîn)ilg froin
its combîîîation witli carbon, as occurls
nii thîs tlisengagenient by the vegretable
lin-,dorn, tiiere is deatlî to the sp)ore;
bat the3' may not grow-they rnay be
laidl andi preserved. Thie niost certain
death* is that wvhich arises froin its
being broughit into ininiediate inter-
cour.se witli the spongioles of plant life.
.asl do'vn, and lot tAie spore find its

way to the selvago fitrmn, and thore is
,inendt of*your trouble, provided the
farmier is made to grow so nîany tons
of produce for so nîany tons of sewage.
But it is not always possible to 'vash
away the evil; and as sewers are at
pî'eson t constructed-viz., as a -stand-
ing disgrao V h constructing

engineer-whilst they are sewvors of
deposit only, -%hilst they are flot
mucli botter thun elongated cess-
pools, and flot self.clearising sowers
iii which deposît shal 'not takie
place, it seems to be absolutely
necessary that disease germs should.
ho destroyed before thoy find their way
into the sewers at al. Ronce al
exeta from. infeetious cases should be
disinfected before they enter the
sewers. The best disinfeetant fbr this
purpose is the sulPhate of iron-green
copperas, as it is soniotimes called. it
is tiseless stuggesting re-agents wbichi
ia too expensive, fbr the purpose.
Suîphate 0f iron is cheap, and it is
effectual provided sufficient is used.
Next to that ive have chîloride of lime,
in wluich the deoelopment of chlorine


