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by the Company to revise the location and superin-
tend the constructicn of these lines, and operations
were at once commeuced, Some differences with re-
ference to the location of the line having arisen with
the Governm. nt of Nova Sootia, that part of the work
was suspended. Afterwards the contracts were trana-
ferred to Me:srs. Edwin Clark and William H. Pun-
chard, of London, the former well-known as an emi-
neer who achieved considerable reputation by his
conneotion with the Britannia Tubular Bridze and
Ly the invention of a hydraulic dock.

After 1his purchase, Mr. Heory G. C. Ketchum
(who up to this time had been the c.mpany’s engi-
ueer) oontracted with these gentlemen (o finish the
whole works in New Brunswick, with rhe exception
of Sackville Bridge. He has pushed his undertaking
vxgomuslg, sparing no p -ins to make it worthy to be
a part of the Intercolonial, and the result is the
opening of a Fomog of the line to-day—nearly 4 year
in advance of the time specified by his contract. In
view of the probabi:ity of 1ts forming a section of the
Iuntercolonixl Railway, the character of the line has
been materially improved from that set out in the
original contract, and made equal in point of effi-
ciency to the Intercolonial. The weight of the rails
has been increased from 60 to 70 pounds for lineal
yard, and everything else about tbe construction
made conformable to the requ'rements of & thorough
Intercolonial line. The sharpest curve on the road
has a radius of 1,500 feet ; the steepest grade is one
foot in 100 ; the width of the embankments 18 feet, of
the cuttings 22 and upwurds; the principal bridges
are all of stone, with iron girders, and the masonry
all of the best description. . .

The general route of the line which will be opened
to-day needs but little description. Star:ing frow a

oint (7 miles east of Moncton) which it now named

ainsec Junction, it runs for 5 miles in almost a
straight line to Meadow Brook, which is the firs sta-
tion ; thence it bends by a course almost south, and
TuDS in near'y a direct line 7 miles further to Char
ters’, where a station house has beeu built, and
which is to be named Memramcock Station; from
thisit fullows the marsh to Dorche-<ter, & distance of
11-4 miles; the whole uistance from Dorchester to
the junction being 19 1-4 miles. Frowm Durchester the
line sweeps round the hill to the eastward and
‘towards Sackville, and thence in a straight line to the
Missequash, which 15 the boundary of the Province.
The whole d stance is about 37 miles; so that con-
siderabiy uver half is now o&e]p, and the remainder
is more than three fourths finished. By September
next the whole line will probably be open for traffic.

Mr. H. G. C. Ketchum, the contractor, is 2 native
-of this Province, and was educated at King’s Cullege,
now the University, In addition to the work of con-
struction, Mr. Ketchum’s contract included the local
-eagineering, wi ish made it necessary for him to em-
ploy a considerable rtaff, of which Mr. Joh: MoG.
Utty is the chief engineer; Mr. Edwin Beek, of St.
Jonp, is also of the staff.

he Government of the Dominion have not yet
formally adopted this line as parc of the Lntercolo-
nial Railway, but it is confidently believcd that they
wil do so. Indeed, it is difficult to see_that they can
with propriety adopt any other, for it would be a
gievous error and a gross injustice, b th to the Pro-
vmnoe and the contractors, to build a rival line
tarough the narrow p 1a which o ts the two
revinces. ‘Lne people of this Province will not be-
hold wi'h complacency four hundreu thousand dollars
of their money dissipated to carry out the ideas of
those who wish for nothing but a through line to Hali-
fax, and care nothing tor our local iutcrest.”

GoLp IN BROOKVILLE.—The Brockville Central
Canadian is pleased to learn that several most tavour-
able indications of gold have been found near Brock-
ville, The fnﬂemen who own the property have
wisely kept their own counsel on the subject, but sub-
mitted to an sssayer, last week, some

fair degree of activity was experienced when the re-
tail houses were laying in a stock of winter goods;
80 & spasm of animation may be expected to prevail
when 8 similar operation is undergone for a supply of
spring goods. At the present time, however, it is
very difficult to foresee much more than a temporary
improvement.
* * * * * * *

In the wheat trade there has been continued flat
ness, and & further decline of fully 1s. per quarter has
taken place in the quotations. Within the last few
days a heavy rain has fallep throughout the country,
and the result has been most beneficial to agricuiture.
The wheat aiready planted will have, theretore a good
start, for at no former period has the time for plough-
ing and sowing been so favourable a: during the pre-
sent season. The following is the statement of im-
ports and exports :—

WHEAT.
Tmports

1867, 1868

owt. cwt.
Sept, 1to Oct. 81........... ...... 6293,688 5,031,199
Week ending November 7...... 042,284 ,50’
.« “ L 684,466 893 879
i . ¢ 21l..... 681,622 611,862
Total.... ... coov veviinnn 8,601,809 6,929 231

Exports.

1867. 1868.

cwt, cwt,
Sept. 1to Oct. 31...... L. ......%B3533 112461
Week ending November 7..... .. 6,48 6 439
v o 14 ... T.226 859
‘“ “ LU ) R 15,173 1,418
Total.......... e 312,486 121,177

FLOUR,
Imports.

1867. 1868.

cwt. cwt.
Sept.1to Oct. 31  ...... e ....303 802 . 607,900
Week ending November 7. ... 51,899 66.608
. . “ N . 90,744 90,478
“ o « 21 ........100118 54,680

Total ... cevviiiier covn ceee 819 656
Exports.

1868.

owt,

Sept.1to Oct 81 ... .. 7,625

Week ending November 7. 586

“ “" “ 14 532

g " " 21 . 2,009

b T N 10,752

IMPORTED MERCHANDISE IN BOND.,
UBJOINED is an account of the quantities of the
principal articles of imported merchandise (sub-
ject to Customs’ duties) remaining in the bonded
warehouses of the United Kingdom on the 3lst of
October, 1868, compared with the quantities in ware”
houses on the 8lst of October, 1866, and the 81st of
October, 1867.
Quantities remaining in the Warehouses under
Bond:—

of
rook, &c , taken from near the surface of the soil. The
result was highly pleasing, yielding at the rate of $140
to theton. This assay is not deemed sufficiently satis-
jactory to incur furth:r expenses, as the snmi;les ot
rock submitted to the assayer may have been seleoted,
and until a large chemical analysis or assay has been
made, no further action will be taken. Competent
persons who have had an experience in gold mminf,
pro: the prospects very aging. The Gold
Mining Company of Leeds, has complied with the
tormsﬁﬁec required by law, and is now legally con-
stituted.

LATEST ENGLISH COMMERCIAL NEWS.
(Cor. of the N. Y. Financial Chronicle.)
Loxpon, Nov. 25, 1868.

URING the present week businees has been greatly
retarded by the county elections, and, as a con-
sequence, much quietness has prevailed in nearly all
departments. There have, indeed, been some excep-
tious, but they have been few, the general character
of trade being decidedly inactive, while but few signs
of a coming improvement have as yet presented them-
selves to the public mind. The causes to which ailu-
sion was made lust week are in torce now, and it is
very probable that as soon as the elections are con-
cluded, the remark will be that the close of the year
is too mear to admit of any increase of business for
the present. BSuch. will, no doubt, be the case, and for
that reason quietness must be expected to pievail in
commerocial circles for the next six weeks at least.
‘I he great caution hitherto pursued by the commer-
cial gody must be expeoted to conlinue, inasmuch as
any departure from such & oourse wotld, under the
exzmn circumstances, be deemed extrgmely impru-
dent. 1he next revival of activity wiil probably com.
mence when preparations are being e for & eup-
Ply of apring goods, but juft in the ssme wsy that &

1868, 1867. 1868.
Cocoa, Ibs............ 3,667,662 5,602 608 5,716,796
Coffee, 1b8..... .....82,767941 45274938 54,109.437
Carrants, cwt ........ 286,808 401,258 285,281
Raieins, cwt ... ...... 34,781 123,209 129,726
Rum, prootf gals ..... 8,271,688 7,781,279 7,171 470
Brandy, **  ..... 5,615,469 6,886 980 7,289,989
Sugar, refined owt.... 69,6156 103,847 64,716
Do.. unrefined, * ... 3930,928 2,999441 3,080,065
Mol CWheerreeres  — 42 888 148,667
Tea, 1b8.... . -.......86,171,764 80,484,680 69,016,936
Tobaceco, b8 ......... 827,221 63,897,640 62 288,677
Wine, gals............ 13,781,198 138,666,486 18 388,368

These figures show that the stocks of half of the
articles enumerated are lower than at the correspond-
ing date of last year, while of the other half they are
higher. The aiticles which present an increase are:—
Cocoa, 2! per cent; ocoffee, 19} per cent; raisins, 5 per
cent; brandy, 7 per cent; sugar, 1 per cent; and
molasses, 350 per per cent, The articles which exhi-
bit a decrease are:—Currants, 41 per cant; rum, 7 per
cent; refined sugar, 38 per cent; tea, 14 per cent; to-
bacoo, 24 per cent; and wine, 1} per cent.

Compared with the preceding month the present
totals stand as follows :—

Do rous
Coocom, 1bs...o . ooiiiiiins L7116,
Coffee, lbs ... .. 64,109,'487
Currants, cwt. crees sesess 285,281
Raicins, cwt........ reesaseeis 87.918 N
Rum proof gals. . ..... ceer. 7,841,988 7171 470
Brandy, “ N ... 1,887,628 7,289,989
Sugyar, refined oWt .. ........ 64,093 64,716
Sugar, unrefined cwt . ... .... 3 004,602 3,080,066
Molasses, cwt......... ... ... 187,684 148,667
Tea, 1b..... Casaen 69,016,936
Tobacoo, 1b....... R Y 62,288,617
Wine, proof gals...............18,677,82¢ 13,888,666

It thus appears that during S8eptember the produce
market was fairly active, and that in all descriptions
of goods the stooks were lightened with the exceptions
of ourrants, raisins, sugar aund tobacco.

The Alaska fur trade is sald to be seriously endan-
gered by the course of Ametican trsders, who bave
bunted without any restrictions, and have driven mest
of the seals out.of reach. The dishonest practices of
other traders, in reflrd to the natives, are also ruicouns
1o the prosperity of legitimate commeorce.

GREAT RAILWAY MONOPOLY.

N a late number of the London Quarterly Review
] an ioteresting article on the ** Great Railway
Monopoly,”’ gives some valuable facts regarding Eng-
lish railroads. It shows how badly managed they
are, and how inadequate are their arrangements for
the development of their advantages to the fullest
extent.

Tracing the history of railroads in England, it shows
how rapidly they become popular with the community
and how great ab impetus they gave toits trade. Thus
the town of Liverpool has in 44 years increased in
fopulation from 160,000 to 500,000, and in that od
ts commerce has quadrupled. Comparing the French
and Eoglish systems, the evidence of Miohael Cheva-
lier and Auguste Chevalier 18 adduced to show the
immense superiority of the Eunglish in point of speed,
espeoially in the case of goods trains, in almost every-
thing else the English railways are inferior to those of
the Continent. Their passenger and goods tariff is
enormous, and the majority of them are conducted on
false principles of political economy, suggested by the
desire to secure immense returns.

THE MISMANAGEMENT OF NNGLISH RATLROADS,

One of the most startling facts brought to ll%ht by
the rail way traffic returns annually published by the
Board of Trade is the comparatively small avarage
number of passvngers oarried per train In 1868 no
fewer than 3,741,086 trains were run to accommodate
the 274,293,668 passengers (exclusive of season ticket-
holders) carried in that year, or an average of only 78
passengers for every train. But as the average ‘i‘ourney
of each train was 19 miles, and as the svenpf istanoce
travelled by each passenger was onl{B& miles, we ar-
rive at this remarkable result, that the average num-
ber of passengers carried per mile by all the trains
run in the United Kingdom in 1866 was only 82! and
this notwithstanding the heavy passenger-traffic in
connection with London and the large towns. The
conolusion is obvious that a iarge proportion of the
train-mileage run throughout the kingdom is useless,
being far in excess of the requirement of the public;
that locomotives and carriages are being employed on
many lines in merely dragging their own dead weight,
sometimes with no greater number of passengers than
would fill an omnibus, and often all but empty; and
that a great deal of money is thus being wasted in the
attempt to swell the weekly returns, and to force a
traffio that is not to be foroed, especially when the
faree are high. ‘‘ The accommodation of the publie.”
is the excuse put forward by managers for runnln{:ao
many com,| rlﬂvel¥ empty trains. But the only t
of the public requiring the accommodation is that the y
make use of the trains provided for them. Woen they
do not, the running is only so much waste. ‘: For the
purpose of accommodating the paublio,’”’ said 8ir D.
Goooh before the commission, ‘ we now run a great
many more trains than the public require, and the con-
sequence is that our receipts per train-mile are much
less than they ought to be.”” Thesame witness admitted
that the loading of the trains on the Great Western
branches ‘* is not nearly one-third.”” But why run “a
W“ many more traios than the pub'ic requires?”
hy set a thirty-t »n engine of several hundred horse
power, and & train of carriages weighing thirty tons or
more, to accommodate & number of passenger: \hat
might as easily, though not so speedily, be drawn along
the line to their destination by a single horse? To do
this is as absurd as it would be to set an elephant to
dnf & wheelbarrow. The same waste of power lpgllu
to the running of light goods trains as well as to half.
emp?' passenger trains. How railway passengers are
 eating their heads off”’ by this system of useless run-
ning 8ir D. Gooch showed from the experience of the
Great Western Railway. The beau-ideal of Euglish
railway managementis uent service and fast truins;
and in these respects it must be pronounced to have
been completely ful he p ger trains, as
we have seen, are, in the words of a railway chairman,
‘s great many more than the public require;”” and
they are run, espeoially the express trains, at a s
exceeding that of railway trains in every other coun-
try. Everything must give way to them. Coal and
oods trains are shunted, parliamentary trains are
5nwn into sidings, and signals are manned to clear
the road and signal it ** all clear’’ for the * down’’ or
¢ up express.”” The companies take a pride in their
express trains, and chairmen are almost ready to weep
when they hear ot an accident befalling them. One
would suppose, trum the pride taken in this traffic
and the expenditure incurred in workiog it, that it
was the express traffic that paid the dividend. Yet it
does nothiog of the sort. It is even doubttul whether,
in many cases, it defrays the cost cf working it, while
the speed at which it is ran increases all the elements
ot danger in tnvellh;frbﬂrdlw:y. These fast trains
—to use the words of Mr. Hawkshaw—** run the gaunt-
let through goods-trains, coal-trains, and cattle-trains.”
To keep out of the way of fast trains, the goods and
coal-trains are run with light loads and at high s ;
thereby occnlonlnﬁ great wear and tear of road and
rolling stock, and increase in the working expenses.
Althou&h the safety with which English express traffi¢
is, on the whole, worked, must be acknowledged to
be remarkable, it nevertheless cannot be doubted that
to excessive speed and to the overcrowding ot rail-
ways by the running of half-empty trains, must be at-
mbntei the greater number of accidents which occur
on English as compared with continental railways,

THE LOWER-OLABS PARSENGER TRAFFIOC.

The most Froﬂtuble and increasing traffic in all rail-
ways is the lower-class passenger tratlic, wherever op-
portunities are aflorded for its development. It is the
most profitable, because in third-class trains there is
much less dead weight carried in proportion to the
paying load than there is in the case of tirst-class ex-
press traffic, and also because of the vastly greater
number of third-class customers tliere are to be served.




