
andi nation? God'has not' dent( with un yor of the living. (Ps. 69: 29; Pai 12: 1.)
hation as He bas with us, and yet the spirit This expression is founded upon the customi of
and philosophy of our'day ig strangely god Iess. writing the netmes of the burgestes of a town or
Thc golden calf k~ in the miarket place and in country in a burgess.list. wvhereby they are
the schools."-(Excll.) «I'Have we niade any recognizcd as natives of the country, or citizens
catves ? Ah, many. %Ve have becn great at of the eity, and aIl the privileges -2 citizenship
idol màking." Can 1 count the calves wc are secured to thcm. To blot out of Jehovah s
have worshipped? 1'hc unholy catalogue: book, therefore, is to cut off from fellowship
Pride, fashion, guoyself-indulgence, îvith the living God, or front the kingdomt of
wealth, stat-on, in.ýfluence, appearance-ali those who live before God, and to deliver over
calves of our makipng-calves of gold."- to, death. As a true mnediator of his people,
(Parkek.) Moses was ready to, stake his own life for the

Here our tesson omnits a few verses. They cleliverance of the nation, and flot to live ho.
should lx rend and poi.dered. God speaks to fore (lad himself, if Jchovabt did flot forgive
try Udses and also ta nianifest 1-is detestation the people their sin. These words of Moses
of the âin of Israel. 1He thireatens to destroy are the strangest ex1îres-,ion of devoted self-
the nýtion, and nking Moses a second sacrificing lov'e."-(Z. and D.) Compare
Abraham, wait tilI a new nation sprung fromt (Rom. 9: 3.) (Ps. 56: 17; 1 39: 16; Phil. 4:-3;
him shàll ho worthier of the covenant promises. Rev. 3: 5; 17: 18; 21: *7: 22: I9.)
Utterly unamhbitious and unselfish Maos 83. "The infinite love of God is unable to
ploads with God. A sensitive regard for ivithstand the importunity of such love. God,
Gad's awn honor inspires him with a. holy who is hioly love, cannot sacrifice the righteaus
boldriess andi his prayer is heard. The people and good for the unrighteous and guilty, nor
are sptired before they have repented because can he refuse the mediatorial intercession of
Moses; interceded for them. Carrying with bis faithful servants. Whosoever bath sin-
himt the two tablets inscribud with the law by ned-Tbe nation as a whole wîll not ho de-
God's own bands, he kejoined Jashua. who stroyed. (Ezek. 18: 4.) God will deal with
awalited bill (24: 13). Drawing near thri individutals on their personal deserts.
camp, but not yet in viewv of it, the sound of 34. Mine angel-(33: 2, 3, 14; Nom.
the idolatraus revelry rose to their oars. The 20: 16.) The angel of the covenant, the Son
yaung soldier's flrst thougbs wvas of battît, but of God. This was a .gracious promise. (Ex.
the calmer and better ju<lgnent of Mo$es 23: 20; 33: 2, 14; 20: 16; Josh. 5: 13, 15;
rightly interpreted tbe confused uproar. Moses Isa. 63: 9.) In the day when 1 visit-
could plead ivith God for Israel, but to see the 1'Moses bad ohtained the preservation of the
unholy rites of caîf worsÉliip moved bis deepest people and their entrance into the proînised
indignation. Ho cast away the precious tab- lantd, udrtepoeto fGd hog i
lets and bastening ino the midst of the people intercession, and averted front the nation the
upbraided Aaron, destroyed the caîf and ex. abrogation of the covenant; but the covenant
ecuteci vengeance upon the chief offenders. relation which had existed belore %vas flot re-

ilI. INTERCESSION. 30. Ve have sin. stored in its ilitegrity. Though grace may
ned-They had been severely punished and modify and soften wrath, it cannot rnar the
now began to show penitence. (i Sami, 12: justice of the holy God. The punishment
17.25; Luke 15: i8.) Peradventure-Tbe tberefore was not remitted, but only postponed
sin seemed now so heinous that healmost~ in the long suffering of God, ' until the day of
doubted whether it could be pardoned. He is retribution', or visitation. The day of visit.
loaking nt it now front a different point of view ation came at length, wlîe, the stiffnecked
froim that taken îvhen pleading with God. people had filled up the mneasure of their sin
Make an atonement-Ile boped that ho1 through repeated rebellion against Jebovah and
might be the means af bringing about a recon- his servant Moses, and were sentenced at
ciliation with God. Ho would intercede îvith Kadish to die out in the wilderness."-(K.
God for them. and D.) Another view of this expression is

Si. Moses returned-Went up again that future backslidings were treated as repeti.
into the claud aS the sumrmit of the mounitain. tions of tbis flrst affence and as aggravations of
(Deut. g: z8.) He makes no excuse for the it. The Jews have a .aying that in every
people. H-e confesses their guilt and pleads affliction of their people there is an ounce of
for unmerited mrercy. H1e is overwhelmned the powvder of the golden caîf. (Deut. 32: 35;
with horror at the enormity of their guilt., Rom. 2: 5, 6.)
(EX. 20; 23.) 135. The Lord plagued the people-

32. If thou wilt-Note !he unfinisbed This refers to the whole stries of chastisemnents
sentence. (Gen. 4: 8; 1 Samn. 12: 14; Lukel wbich befol the people because of their innate
i9: 4.2.) Tt seems too much to, ask for, ho only, prorieness to idolatry. We bave no mention
d;ires hint at it. Thy book-" The book of any special scourge at the Sume.
which Jehovah bas written is the book of lifo, 1

LaSSONS. i. We should nover compromise with sin. 2. God knows everything ive do
and is angry at îvickedness. 3. The prayers of the righteous often secure mercy for the
transgressors. 4. Every one nmust answer for bimself before God. 5. God is ready So
pardon sin, but hoe chastises the sinner so as to make him bante it.
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