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Bhave Iîow corne to the.close of the Missionary year,

'and on looking over the record of the ivork donc

by our faithful workers abroad, ive cannot but feel

Sthat by God's grace much lias been îvroughit.

The Aug.-Sept. lenflet is one Nvhich wlli wveli repay a

ca-reful, reading. And it is niot only the %vork donc, the

resuits of Nvhich can neyer be really tabulated, that strikes

us most forclbly as we risc fromn a perusal of its pages, but

the. fine spirit of our.brave young missionaries. Hear Dr.

Maud Killarn as she talks to us froni out hier far-off Chinese

surroundings:
IlIt is such a priviiege to be out here for the Master.

For the 'Master' turfis the lîardest duties into pleasure,

because hie lias donc so much for us And wvhenever lic

asks nme to'be or do He says, "lLo I arn witlî you.» It is

so comforting tiîat the dear members at home remcember

lis ini prayer, for ive do need ît, lest some of this darkness

about, us shouid stealthily creep into our own souls. The

conimunion.with our Heavenly Father is our safeguard "

And listen to Miss «Maud Sifton, w~ho speaks to. us from

the distant field of Japan .
ccLooking back over the few nîontlis whlich i h*lave

spent in the work at Kanazawa, 1 feel tiîat there is great

reason for thankfuliess and encouragemTenit. Our Heavenly

Father's presence bias been Nvith us, and, by. EHis guidance

and help, service lias beeiî madle casy, and lias been a

constant source of delight and blessing,."

Aîîd this is tue spirit of ail oui dear lýlisioiries-it is

the very spirit of the Master ---difficulties and discouragc

ments have been and will continue to be, ail along the wayl

but these wvorkers are in Ilthe secret of the Lord "- tbey

live ln a iîighîer atmosphiere - they are doiîghis will.

Tlîey arc conîforted because rcinîibered by the boir

Wvorkers iii prayeir. Ves, and they shall so be. conirortcd.

But in returfi do thîey not conifort the bonicework-ers? WVhy

hîcre are little bits of hicart suîîsbine in Chîina and japan

reflccted ail the way back to Canada! Hiave thcy not a-

Nvarnîing and conifortiiig reflex influence?

This, froni Mliss Alcorn (in Juiy No.), strikes us as reallyý

?athetic anl ývclI worthy of consideration. Cani we dis-

-egard such an appeal 1
It is hard- for the home friends to realize wvhat a barrier

the language is to us in our work. There are times wben

we féel we inu,'t spcak, but éatinot. WVe takze gi-cat picasure

in the graduai growth of our knovledge : first recognîzîflg
a few famiiar' words; thien uhderst'anding a littie of the

conversation around us; and, last of ail, our own atternpt2

at speaking. This -last stage is oftimes- very perplexirig.

WVhcn we can speak a few words the people think Nwe under-

stand ail they say, and talk* (reely té us. WVe are helpless,

and any littie pride which nîiay have followed our first

attempt is bariishied at. once. Wiif the home frienIds-

Nvhose faithfuir prayers daily ascendâ on our behaif - add

this petition: .That they may -bd helped in the stud9' of

the ianguage.>, The promise to acquire it is a.gift .promised

to the messengers of Christ - flot %vithout effort. on our

part - but none the less to be prayed for in a very special
man n er.

Our Missio'naries corne an4 go. Some back to the

.home land for'rest and refresh ment> after years of earnest,

patient labor, andà others to new séenes and wôrk, or, per-

haps liarder still) viewed in the lighlt of a secotid parting

fromn home and friends, to renewed efforts in the mission

fields. Ail. these commnand our interest, dur sympathy, and

our -prayers.
Miss Brackbill returned in. April, from Chen-tu, Western

China, '.the Riot districts," to recruit hier exbauisted

energies at home, but she hopes to go back again before

long to bier loved w-ork.

Miss M\unro, Principal of our Girl's school in Azabu,

Tokyo, Japan, came home in July in "lbroken health,"

after a second terni of service -. perfect rest is enjoined

during the yeaý.
M-iss Beito1n just arrived home tired, and- wvor, believes

that perfect rest and quiet for rnonths wvili restore -lier

wasted energies.
Miss Preston, we trust, will soon be welcomed.homne by

lier aged parefits, who must long to .see ber.after s0 naiiy

varied exoeriefices in a foreign la nd.

Mrs. Snider takes Mrs. Bowes' place in the Clîlunese

Home - Miss Crombie leaves for hier second. terni of

valued. service in japan and'Dr. Henry and Miss Beniston

are under appoîitment for China

The w'ork :is great, the laborers are fewv - îo ivili join

the ranlcs of this armny of the Lord?

One of our Band Cor., Secretaries has -kindly; cailed

attention to the beginning of the new Missioanary year as a

,go.od time in -ivhich -to sübscribe for Palm Branch. We

neartiiy cndorse this idea. -Please rtîake up your n.inds

righit awvay to take the paper. You wili be sorry if you do

not, as it is going to be a help next yeàr,-ou,,idea is to

have a iuniform study for Bands.


