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Tue valuo of the lumber shipmonts from Ot-
tawa tothe United States during 1883 was 3010,-
108, against 8500,281 in 1832 an increase of $109,-
827,

A curtous incident occursed in Dallas, Ga.,
recantly, A bale of cotton was taken to »
compress to be weighed and stored. When put
on the ecales it was observed that the bale was
warm. The trier was insorted and the bale
found to be on firo in the contre. It was taken
out, aud when opened burst into flames, Somo
considered it a case of spontaneous combustion,
others that a spark might have fallen into tho
bale from tho gin, At all events, the occurrenco
\vas uncommon,

A FOURTH in tho scries of lumbermen’s and
land lookers® excursions to Mississippi {over the
Tiinois Central railroad will atart trom this city
on tho ovening of January 15th, It 1sexpectea
that a large number will take this opportunity
to visit the south. A round trip ticked to Jack-
son at $20 will be furnished the excarsivnists.
For information and maps of tho tunber and
sgricultural regions to be visited, apply to M.
8. Ba!dwin, agont for Phillips, Marshall & Co.,
122 Lo Sallo street, thlscity.

Tug Monetary Times says :—Tho Pembroke
mansager of tho Queboc Bank writes us on 27th
Decombor :—*‘Business promised well herea-
bouts last spring for lumbermen, but sales were
fow and considerable disappointment in prices
was experienced ; and the outlook at present is
not encouraging—the local trade fair but less
tHan previous year ; payments mot easily ; wa-
gés high with outlook for next summer fair.”
Writiog from St. Anndo Bellovue, Quobec, on
tho subject of the timber trade, Messre. J. & B.
Grier tell us ‘‘that our dimension timber busiy
pess has boon very satisfactory, demand being
good and prices about the samo aa last year's,
The Lechine timber markot has been very ac-
tive, prices all around equal to last year’s. Our
Upptr Oltawa timbor. arrived in Quebeo some-
what lnte, and we concluded that it would bo

Tus importancaof the Glasgow shipping trade
may be fathorod from tho printed st of ship-
owners antitled to voto for tho oloction of the
Clydo Trustees. Five bundred nnd soventcen
ship-ownars are votors. Boveral own fleots of
steamships worth millions sterling, while no
votor owns loss than 100 tona, Tho estimatod
valuo of vessols ownod on tho Clyde is £26,000,
000 eterling, or, {n round numbers, $180,000,
000,

Wz learn that ¥rench iogonuity has hit upon
a plan to mubstitute other woods for mahegany,
by the following procoss, and which tight be
practised on birch, ash, lims, and &c., with
every prospect of success, Tho first oporatiun
is to plano tho surfaco of any spocics of closo.
grainod wood until it is perfectly smooth, and
than rub it with diluted nitrous acid, to pre:
paro it for tho materials to bo subsequently ap-
plied. These consist ofone and a half oupcesof
dragon’s blood, dissolvod in a pint of aplrits of
wino, and ono-third of that quantity of carbon-
ato of soda, mixed togothor and filtered ; the
liquid in this stato Is thon laid upon tho wood
with a soft brush, and when dry tho application
fs repeated, with very littlo alteration, till tho
wood posscases all the appearance of mahog-
any.

Tho Ottawa Citizen says:~ That tho condi.
tion of the square timber trado at tho clnso of
1883 was unsatisfactory, not only to producors
but as well to the merchants of Quabec, is no
nows to any porson in tho trade. This unfor-
tunato state of one of our most important in-
dustries is, howover, not consequent upon any+
thing that conld bo remedied in this country
oxcopting, perhaps, by a reduction in the quan-
tity produced. In tho carly paxt of the scason
tho prospects of o falr season’s kusiness wers, by
tb .noro sanguiue, considered very promising,
but these anticipations were unfortunately not
realized. Doubtless some lots of Ottawa tim-
ber were sold at good prices, which amply re.
paid the producer the high prices of production
of last winter, and gave agood profit on the
year's bysiness, nevortheloss a very large quan-
tity of our timber remains in first hands at
Quebee,

FORESTRY.

Tue lotter by R. W. Phipps,iwhich we pube
lish in another column, deserves thoughtful
considoration by those who wish to seo our
foreats less wastofully ravaged, aud oven a ro-
production of woodlaud, where the denuding
process has been cerried tgo far. Mr. Phipps
suggests ono means by which this desired end
can bo attained,
AOW T0 LOO.

Thoro are two methods of logging, Oneis
to cull the best timber, and the other is to cut
it clean, Each way has its advocate. YWhen
tho first named way is pursucd tho operator has
choice stock to uffer for sale, and such stock is
always wanted. But some doy thore 18 sure to
come deterioration. At the end tho gradescut
from the leavings must necessarily be poor.
The lumnber on dock in the Saginaw vslley isan
illustration of this. When pino was everywhero
plentiful the operaturs picked out tho best. The
lumber manufactured was good, and, as a rule,
found ready eale, To-day the docks are piled
with coarse lumber which is adrog. This lum-
ber was sawed largely from timiber which had
been left.  The uporators who cut thei -timber
clean as thoy go may not at any timo have as
much first class stock on hand as thoy may do-
siro, but their grodes aro even year after year,
The dealers who buy of themn know what to ex-
pect.  When such operators aro about to clear
up their lands thero is [no tail end to tho busi
ness that will bo unprofitable, We beliove that
moro operators underitand this than thero did
s fow years cgo. A steady bummness is now
what is desired, and such o businessis depen-
dent on grades that can bs easily marketed.

THE PROSPECT.
Tho Aonctary Times of - Jan. 4th, says :—The
state of tho timber trade, oné of Canada’s chiof
industrics, is not cucouraging. In-J. Bell
Forsyth & Co.’s 1atest circular, we read :—

demand as the ahipping houses wors holding
ovor stocks from 1832 ample for their roquire-
ments, g0 that & vory fow sales woro then effocted
and at prices slightly under the clmine figures
of thoe previous year. During tho summer
months the market romaitied in a drooping
stato, only an occasional raft boing disposed of
with difficulty, whilo carly’ in the nutumn sov-
cral sales woro effectod at fair patos } sinve that
perlod ovorything hias beon stagnant, ovon the
local market is excoodingly dull, and at present
we can discern no signs of recovery from this
unfortunato stato of $hings.”

The following prices for tho Inat two months
aro based on actal sales at Quobec, oxcept in
some cases svhore no salos have taken place :
White pino in raft, for inferior and

ordinary, according to aversge,
quality, &o., measurcd off...cos.. $0 18
For falr average quality, according to

$0 20

Deals, bright, according to mill specification, 2108 to
8110 for 1st. €3 to $70 for 2nd, and £32 to $34

tor 8rd quallty, °

Deals, bright, Michigan, according to mill specia.
catlon, §125 to 8127 for 1st, and 838 to $38 for 20d
quality.

Dealy, dry floated, according to mil} specification, 8104
to 8108 for 1st, £68 to §S8 for 2nd, and §32 to 834
for 8rd quality.

Deals, bright spruce, according to mill, specification,
§30 to 838 far1st, $22 to $2¢ for 2nd, and 810 to
821 for 8rd quality.

Tho timber trade is subject to periodical
inflations and depressions; and periodically,
praduction i3 greatly in excess of demand.
When heavy stocks have ¢ bo carried over a
year or two, the interest of the weakest holders
isapt to drop out, and the banks becomo the
parties chicfly intcrested. This exporionco is
not lest on the banks, At present thoy are
drawing the reins tight on lumberers ; and pro-
ductions will consequently bo greatly decreased
thig winter. Still DIessra. J. Bell Porsyth &
Co. oxpross tho opinion that tho supply, grealy
restricted as it will bo, will exceed * tho present
very limited requirements.” Of courso, 1t 18
not oxactly the present, but the near future
requiremonts that will control prices; and tho
important question Is what néxt year's demand
is likely to bo? A question moro casily asiced
than answered. )
Low prices and a feoblo demanad in England
will affect production on the Baltic, as well as
in Canada. Tho T¢mber Trades Journa! vrints
aletter from Riga, in which it is stated that
shipmonts to England have only been made to
clear off large stocks boforo next spring. Only
small quantitics e -0 expected to como on the
market next spring. Exporters are unwilling
to enter into contracts at present prices. Tho
cut will consequently bo restricted thero as well
as hore. These facts "cad the Riga correspond-
ent o oxpress-the opinion:that higher prices
may provail noxt spring,

batter to hold till next semson than to sall at

44The spring businoss-opsned with's foeble

Wo.' lsernfrom the same jourzal, of the 22nd

J

arerage, quality, &c., moasured off 0 20 02s
For good and good fair average, accor-

ding to averago, quality, &c., meas

ured Off csenneesnnronnnsnnsiee on bes 028
For superlor, according to avearge

quality, &o., measured 0feescrins 097 086
In shipping order, acconding toaverage, '

auallty, &0ysererieiesciccnsanees 0 20 038
Waney board 18 to 19 inch, according

to averigo, quality, &Ciecveiaceeass 0381 034
Wanoy board 19 to 21 Inch, acconling

to average, quality, 0..vccancaess 0 Y 036
Red pino, In the raft, measured off, ac-

cording to averagoand quality.... 013 018
In shipping order, 35 to 48 feet, accor.

ding to avoragoe and quality...eee. G 10 022
Qak, Canada, by tho dram, acoonling to

averago and quality...... .. 040 043
QOak, Michigan and Ohlo, by tho dam

acoording to averago and quality . 0 47 040
Elm, by tho dmm,according to average

and quality, 46 t0°50 feetieccessce O 84 085
Elm, by the dmin, according to avcrage

and quality, 30 to 85 fcet. No

83168 sedenitriiniiorarianiens - 0 00 000
Ash, 1¢ Inches and up, according to

averago and quality.......... vees 082 085
Birch, 16 inch average, according o

averago And qQUAltY.ccveeeeiaenrae 023 028
‘Tamarac, squarc, according to sizo and

QUANEY. ceeneniiennnannas seserees 012 018)-
Flatted, according to site and quality.. 0 10 012
Staves, hantable pipe, ding to

quality and specification...eveeaes £350 $60
Staves, W. O, Puncheon, merchantable,

acoording to quality and spoecifica.

HoNteeetorssraocerorncsnssaseones 880 833

December, that the London dock deliveries for
tho previous week bad boen unususlly heavy.
But {n dock stocks tho difference {s not great;
and tho emall differenco betwosn present stocks
and thoss of past yoars is attributod to cheap
froight. 8o much strees is Jald on this fact
that tho opinfon is oxprossod that ** sith tho
normal rato of (roight ruling for tho fall, proba-
bly the differonce between the 18383 and 1882
stocks in tho docks hore would have beon
soveral million plecas in favor of the latter on
deals alono, whilo tha augmentation to the
flooring stocks, which has turned tho acale
against thoso of 1883, is also duo to cheap rate
of tonnage.” From this, tho conclusion would
scom to bo falr, that auy sudden impulse given
to tho demand might, noxt spring, send up
pricoa, But that impulse may be found to be
wanting.

Returning to the Forsyih cireular, wo find
tho export of the year from Quebeo of the
following woods exceedod thas of 1882

WHITE PINX.
Supply. Erport.
UAT..essons seve 7,413,034
‘“’{?\"moy...... veers 3,788,528 10,427,000
UARG, o . .ve oo 0eee 8,063,086
A e R 41t 1012100
Stock.
7,780,620 UAr.
1888 {2:168:840} ‘\;\‘,Anoy.
0,632,168 uare.
1652 {8:354,943 }?‘?moy.

Of rod pine ths quantitics that now coms
forward aro very small compared with what
thoy woro formerly—about one ¢onth, The
Irish market that takes much of this timber
cannot now by depended on :—

Supply, Ezport. Stock.
1883, 000es0eoses 498,111 1,048,000 1,610,926
18820000 aeenecd 474,881 1,024,630  £,362,0%

The sources of supply of oak for the Quebes.
market seem to bo approaching exhaustion ; the
quantity found there has greatly decreased in
the last decade, And the quantity wintering at

Garden Island is Jess than usual:

Supply. Ezxport. Stock.
188,00 0000r000.3,016,322 2182880 1,208,347
18320 c0annen +41,816,710 1,957,820 1,862,163

There is encouragement to cut more elm, since
the demand for it last season seems to have
fully equalled the supply. And in Great Britan
the stock is exceedingly small. Thestock at
Quobec is unprecedentedly light « :

Supply.  tEzport. Stock.
1685.0000ecsen 809,681 789,020 87,424
1882 00eracnnens 16840 778,500 530,611

Ash, too, has been in good demand ; and the

stock on hand is light, :

Supply. Ezport. Stock.
1888i0c0cascnses 283,448 843,320 185,228
1882 000ecsancse 810,760 297,040 212,428

For birch there is & good demand, withalight
supply ; and manufacturers will of course take

theso facts into account :

Supply. Kzport. Stock,
1883.00ee cesees 182,624 233,040 6,0%.
1832 0eneeiense 251,920 212,630 78,413

American competition has of late interfersd
with tho trade in staves at Quebeo; exports
thence having greatly fallen off :

4
s 2@
450 293
1852{ ", 850 1,007
The Quebeo trade in deals is increasing :
Supply. Ezport Stock.
1883 seeeeneeaae8,298,622 8,008,072 1,548,3%0
18520000 000esef, 811,875 8,148,838 2,507,704

The quantity of deals wintering at Ottawa is
about the same as last season. In spruce deals
tko Queboc market is reprosented by. these
figures ;

Stock. Ezport. Gtock.
18830000 e0000048,609,440 2,729,635 1,752,725
1882 seceocese. 8,289,000 2,787,309 1,912,920

This kind of wood, largely obtained in New
Brunswick, is greatly over-produced ; aad it is
belioved this winter’s cut will be, aa it ought to
be, small.

It may be fairly concluded, from these facts,
that gver-production will not be pushed danger-
ously far thiswinter, The futurs prospsct of
the timber trade 18 gloomy, but not bopeless.
A britk demand falling upon s moderate supply
would cause & much desired rovival ; and evin
with » moderate demand, it ought not to b~
difficult to carry the stocks that will bs market-
od naxt spriog,
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