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Tho best -apology 1 eau make for-attempting any treatmont -of tliis
sitbject- is tlhat the poonis of which I write are poenis of strong interest
to -any young mani, and -of cspcîal iiiterest to a young -collegian. The
ideals wnich take forn -in bis mind under college influences, inld hiere
II<)blest embodîment The atmospxere-of- the pocms is a -congenial one,
lie -firilis ,witli its- oxygen, feels it "rarer, intenser" -than the -common. air.

I3oth poemns-drav -their lîfo fro;ea the spirit -of the R1enaissance. It
is-of tue atmosphiere-of thatfinie they breathe It soems to-me-that tlie
hiEtory of the Ilenaissanoe, that history whîcli will revitalize the jperiod,.
will b. writtât by -a ywang mnan. Iti was"an age -of great young mnen-
-the age -of Niccolo iMacliiavelli, of Ilalfaelle de Sauzo, of -Girolamo Sa-
voiiarola, anil -coser -and more real -to us, it -was the age of the- Creck
Tito, of the Ihîteli Gerard, of J3rowning's -del Sarto and Landor's Scr
1?rv~ncesco. Perhaps the lien aimsnce period of tlie world's life, wlith -ite
sirunge mixture of -dawning cat.holicity and an intokerance ýlaring up
he-fç,re 1mai extinction, of refining tastes and- a sensuality cxhibiting it-
.-elf in searely pre-cedented grossne- a period fermenting wthte
IICw wine of tlîought, a ferment from which, the turbidity hail fot yct
:effled-fiuîds its individlual, couinterpart in thp -inid of the yotung man.
Anid so, to a voung mn, wblen the beliefs, the îdeals of bis carlier life
îiiist be revised ini the liglit of so niuuh 110w and strange, when froni the
solution-of the old by the po'vcrfuI soivent of new ideas, recrystallîzation
coinmences-the process cf forrning mature i4eals -begins-thms poemns
conte straight home.

They arc-, it scems to m%, strikingiy alike, and yet in manýy ivays
sîrlingrlv <IifTer, 1't

The hero of each is a liero because of bis unfaltering pursuit
of a high idesal. Callcd to thiat pursuit, unhcsitatingly, fearlessly, lie
-left ail and followed.


