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DR. DUFF.

In the Record for December, we gave some ac-
tount of the Dr's. movements, in a letter from his
daughter. From the Free Church Missionary

ecord, for December, we tnke the following ad-
ditional particulars, believing that they will be
fnteresting to.our readers, Speaking of Travan-
tore, the Dr states that the population is about
3250.005 ; of these, about 150,000 dre slaves.—
It is the most Braliman-ridden country which Dr.
Duffhas visited. ‘I'he present Rajah is a man of
&n enlightened and liberal mind, who can speak
and write English with fluency, 211d is somewhat
acqudinted with English literature :—

“There is,in the capital, an Englihx sthool
gupported at an expense of about £300 annually,
y the Rujah, in which the English Bible is not
boly permitted to be read, but is actually read,
by all the higher classts—coniposed of Brahmans,
Nzirs, aud other high castes. The Rajah him-
-sclf has read the Bible, and does not hesitate to
praise it as full of all manner of excellent instruc-
tion. Having, through Maujor Sheriff, the present
truly excellent comma:uding British officer, who
enjoys the Rajah’s confidence, signified his wish
that I should call at the palace, X did s0; and in-
stead of being dettined ¢ few minutes; ds I ex-
pected, I was there two hours and a half, the Ra-
ah himself going round aud showing every thing
n the palace and gardens, and freely conversing
all the while about all manner of subjects. His
intelligent inquisitivencss was only paralleled by
his frank and free communicatireness, As he so
singularly unbended himself, I vefiturtd to offer
some hints and suggestions relaiive to the present
condition of things in Travancore. With a
promptitude which won one’s hedrt, h‘c sdmitted
the evils, deplored them, and expressed his eam-
¥st wishes and hopes with reférente 10 a gradual
amelioration. Surely a prince s0 amiable and well
disposcd—2z monzreh s intelligent and enlighten-
td—placed so singularly at the head of the most
antiquarian Brihindnica] government in India,
bught to be the object of special prayer with 4l
Christian people who be.ome sncquainted with
the striking pecularities of his mind, and charac-
ter, and position.  Werk he to maintain his pres-
ént enlightened views—to chérish his present lib-
eral ‘spirit—to strengthen and consolidate his
present intentions dnd designs—to remain exempt;
%3 now, from the vitidting taint of blinded bigotry
and prejudice—and to enjof tlie coursels of a
wise, judicious, Christian British resident—thére
is no saying to whit extént, ih so'ne new con-
juocture of circumstances, dnd under a gracious
overuling Providente, he might be instrumental
in breaking the iron rod of a crushing Brahmain:
ism, establishing libert¥ of conscieace and attion,
aud, gederally,1n paving the way for the effectual
introduction of the bleseed goepel &f ealvation.
_“1have dealt mainly in genenlities, since I
tould hut eitter info etails withont being too
lengthenéd 3 it there is one fact which ooght
specially 1o interest the Christian’s heart, and
Ei::ken the Christian’s prayer; in behalf of his

. Highness of, Travdncore.  Belore parting with

iim, he said I inust ses His ,<nd hear
bow they read Englisk. His two sons and
daughter were then ititroduced. Qf the former,
.the_Founger was between four and five, and the
biher about niné—the princess being about six
years'of age. e younger of «the princes was
just begioning hisalphaber; the elder read and
¢xplainéd an English book with considerable care,
.whilé .the‘llit:la princess spelt words of one syl
sble remarkaply well. Amore simple,unaffected,

amiable" of, children, it would wnot be easy
{0 fibd. “The perfect modesty and un

angd yei perfect..case.gnd fravkness, of ‘their. de-
meznour, had .an unspeakable, charm ;. and the
* fond dod affectionate familiarity exhibited between

' dened and distressed me.
-speaksble consolation to me that the business of

themselves and their royal father aas eo contrary
to all I had hitherto aseociated with the stiffacss,
and coldness, and distance of Oriental etiguette,
that I felt under the momentary illusion of the
whole being part and parcel of {he cconomy of a
Christian house, rather than the regime of an
Aslatic palace.  Altogether, [ lefi the Rejoh with
general favourable impressions of an indelible char- |
acter, and have not ccased to pray for him ; and
on hus behalf would I entreat now the prayets of
all who may come to kaow tlie interesting and
hopeful peculiaritiés of his mind and character, in
conjunction with the astounding disficultits of his
position.” .

In the De's. natrative we find an apt illustra-
tion of the fact, that the pure christianity of the
Bible will not blend with any spurious system.—
Our reforming ancestors, aware of this fact, made
a clean sweep of the rubbish that ages of darkness
and superstition had introduced. The Dr. visited
the Church of Ecgland Mission, and represents the
miissionaries as very earnest and noble labourers,

 Front Cochin Iretraced my steps, though more
inland, to visit the Church of England Mission
stations among the ancient Syrian Churches of
‘Travancore, Cottayam, Pullam, and Mavelikarra.
The interest which was awakened in behalf of
these Churches, throughout all Chiristendom, by the
Researches of Dr. Claudius Buchanan, has long
been matter of ecclesiitsticdl history. It would re-
quire many sheets, and not a fragment merely of
my last, to relate the rise and progress and failure
of the great experiment of the Church of England,
by entering into an jntimate alliance with the Sy-
rian Chureh, to inoculate the latter with a reno-
vating infasion of the true Christian life. But
though the admirdbly cohceived and admirably
conducted experiment of attempting to raisc the
fallen Syrian Church in its corporate capacity, as
such, has signally failed, it has only led the Church
of England Missionary Society to adop: what ex-
perience has proved a healthier and more promis-
ing system of operations ; and that is a system of
teaching and preaching wHich aims dt detsching
individuals from the Syrian Church altogether, and
incorporating them with a purer—jgst the same
as in the case of Papists and Heathen ; for I have
ample evidenfe to prove that, except in the non-
recoguition: of the Pope,the Syrian Church has
now endorsed every error and antichristian dogma
of Popery.”

On hia return to Calcutta on 6th Avgust, Dr.
Duff found his family and colleagues in good
health, and the Institution firospefing. On the
7th, hé writes to Mr. Tweedie, and makes the
following powerful appesl in behalf of the foreign
nissions :—

« Of home news I have asyet lesmt little. Two
ijems which I have gleancd have at once glad-
It is 2 matter of an-

transfer of the resources lavish+d upon it to any
other-=in other words, 10 abrivge the amount of
substarice and labour consecrated to the highest
d11d 1loblest of all cuterprises—would be a melan-
chol§ retronression! Woo be to the man—woe
Ve to the Glhurch, that,tHrough want of self-denial,
or any other rentediable failure in Chrfstiun grace,
will calinly and deliberately make up its mind to
do less for God aud his holy name than Lereto-
fore! From our beloved Church tny the Lord,
1 mercy avert this woe! 1 canriot bnng wysell
to believe that the people who, by their self dis-
carding liberalities and sacrifices, have filled the
four quarters of the globe—wlicrever Christianity
has extended—withi tHe report of thieir dchieves
nierlts—] canno? brirg myself o bqillicve thatauch
a pecille will allow dicie 264l fif the great cause
of mirsidn3 td lariguish, or their liberalities toabate.
Rather vwould I expect that, when once the home
machinery is completed, she would fairly work it,
not for their own benefit alone, but, in gqual or
proportidnate degrees, for the epiritual renovation
of a guilty world. The work—the great work—
the greatest of all works intrusted to man—the
evangelization of the nations—now claims, de-
mands, not a continuance of former prayer, and
effort, and liberality only, but a tenfold, yea a
hundredfold, increase of them ell! These 3re
not mere words of course ; but, in my own de-
liberate judgruent, the words of truth and sohey-
ness. Of the magoitude of the work iujlf, aund
the.comparaticely little that has yetteen don€ fo
it, T have soul-overawing impressions which I fit
it vain to attempt to communicate 1n words. Qh
for the breaking up of the vitrified crust of, car-
nality dnd Larrcnness that now envelops and im-
pedes the gloyw of the spirit:lifé in tile souls of thie
gredt Hods of Chiristinii professors !—Yours, &¢.
Id a iétter dated September 7th, Dr. Duff states
that the London Society, constrained td reduce
their stations, have given up, wilk the approving
congent of the directors and sll interested, the im-
portant missiondry station of Chinsurdh to the
Frec Church. Clinsurah was the capital of the
Dutch possessions in this part of India. It forms
an important centre of operations in a vast feld.
It is the seat too of one of the largest Government
Colleges, and has been occupied as 4 nfissonary
station tor fifty years. The Mission Chipel, d
sgbsmgu'al ediﬁce._ was built at an expense of
£100(_]. On the 20th Avugust, Dr. Daff, sccom-
pauied by Mr. Mackdy and Mr. Lacroix; opened
the chapel i conmection with the mission, and
adniinistered the sacrament to twenty-five com-
midnicints. On the Monddy following, an Eng-
lish school was opened, into which 350 promising
youths have beenadmiitted. The taking of Chin-
surs does not at present add to the current exs
perse of the mission. :

the theological professorship hasbeen 2o peacefully
snd amicably disposed of: My prayer is, that the
Liord nicy abundantly, strengthen the hands of all
the professors, and that the New College may
prove a nursery of ** plants of renown,” that shail
diffase the sceds of righteousnéss broad-cast over
Scotland and the world. The distressing item is,
thilt which relates to #felt or threateried necessity
of curtailing, our missions for want of pecuniary
means. I could understand the question being
aised as to the relative importance and promise
of different places of labour, and the propriety of
transfering mission funds from less hopeful toniore

hopeful localifzs. For, when we cannot at once

overtake all, we are bound, in the exerdise of the.
faculties which God has given us, #nd froin a

scriptural interpretation.of the leadings of Provie

dence; to select the field most open-1o cultire and

moet’

projific in the promise of & rich haryest. Bu | every

SABBATH DESECRATION.
LEfTER FEOX THE HEV. M. MACGREGOR, OF GULLPH,

We cheertully givea place to the follov¥iig let-
ter from our'fiiend,” who will be gratified to hear,
that at the late meeting of the Synod’s Commit-
tee, it was resolved towait on His Excellenc; the
Govemnor General, with the ¢iew of jréasing upon
his attesttion ihe solemn importsads of the sub-

ject, with s special reference w0 the anticipated

Post Office regulations. His Exeellency received
the deputation with the greatest readiness,—en-
tered into & full consideration of the matier sub-
mitted, and declared lis hearty concurrence i

t‘o’}nﬂoﬁ any ove ficld dltogether; Withidut any { Test:

suitable meastire for protecting-the day. of



