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TC THS OPFICE-BEARTRA AND MEMBERS OF THE PRS-
BYTKKIAN CIIUKCIE OF CANADA.

The publishier of the Feel 1cal aned Mussion-
-ary Record would respecttully bring under your
notice the stute of that peredical, It hus now ut-
tained ity fuurth yeur, and hay been known ns the
scknowledged organ of the Presbytenan Chaich of
Cannda. fl hus nover been so upheld ua to muke
it protituble in w pecuniury point of view,—quite
:the reverse. At the comnmnencement of the pres
-mend voluime its sire wus doubled § and, with tho
view uf ‘keeping on a par with the cheap secular

was auade to the price.  Each of tho three first
volumnes containied Y6 pages, at 23, Gd. per volume.
The present volurne will contain 192 pages, ut 4.,
i paid during the fint quarter.

Vhen the style and price are considered, it must
be vbvious thut it can ouly he sustuned by an ex-
tenwive circulation and: prompt returne.  ‘This we
cannot obtain hy paid ugencies.  “Fie case witl not
“wdmit of it.” We rely upon the grataitous exertions
of the friends of the truth ; eapecially, we look 10
members of our own Church. ]

“Whila the land is deluged with cheap reading,
of the most mischievous tendency-—while the greut
euciny through that justrumentaliny = powonny
the minds of the youny, -and spreading w moral
Llight over the face of society—surely it becomes
all to whom the truth is dear—all who pray for the
prosperity of the Church, to lend « helping hand
10 any - enterprise calculated to connteruct such
pernicious inthiences, or to ditfuse religions truth.

* Tho e lity of sustuning the Record has
already been demonstruted, by the success that has
uttended the efforts of some of our agents in not u
few of the lem fuvoured localities. ‘Ilint success
shows what might be done throughout the Church,
weto the cuxe of the Record tuken upi a spint ut
.all suited to its importunce.

The publisher carnestly  requests all our minis-
temw, iissionaries, and catechists (o sec that at least
-one agent is appointed in every congregation and
snpeion- statron, und also take vecasion to bong the
{:ywr under the notico of the people 3 undit s to

hoped thut agents will leve no time in xending in

the names of subsceibens, numing pacticulacly the’

Vost-office to which their Records are to be ad-
dressed.

‘There are over 30 se'ticd charges in the Church.
An average of 10 suberibers each would require un
edition of 2000 copies; und surely it wonld not be
too much to expect that anothier thousind nught bé
obtuined in vacnnt congregations, nussion statious,
and elscalierc. ‘Lhere are congregations that
could uot come up . to 40, perhaps xcarcely to. 20 ;
but there are cthers that could exceed 100, Some
country .congregutions now . take 70 cocs, and

_mwionary stutions 23,
Every reader of the Record has the power of
. exerting moro or Iess influence to exiend the circu-
lation, and otherwise promote its interests, by re-
conmending it to his neighibours, and pointing out
-the duty of supnortiug it us a religious journal.

The publivher returns grateful thanks to agents
and others who have taken paing to obtain subscri-
bers and forward remittances, aleo to those who
have kindly rcturned *refused” Recoros, aud
would esteem it a favour, if such as have spare
copies of Nos. 1 and 2 would return tham without
deluy,” to cnable him to supply new subscribers

-with full sets.
‘This appes! ie made not only because heavy pe-
- cuniary, respo.sibility has been incurred, which can
caly be met by a vigorous effort, but because such
a journal as we wish the Record to be, is of great
importance to our Church—and, as a silent nus-
sionary, should find its way inte every family with-
‘in her pale. ‘The Preshytcrian Church of Canada
bus & high destiny, although this to her is bat the
-day of small things. And it is quite befitting that

she Jay under contribution the periodical press, asa
- Wast potent awxiliary for her efficiency and expan-

mon. If her humble Record be, by the blessing of
her Head, instnumental for goud to the Church as
u whole, or to any of her individual members, its
conductors will not have lnbovred in vain,

Joux Bunss, Publisher Record.

Strectaville, C. W, Jan. 13, 1848,

———————

The Editor acknowledges the reeeipt of the fol-
lowiry exchunges, viz:—"The Peeshyterun of the
Woest, Cincinnaby, Q.5 Journul & Fapresy, flam.
ilton, C.W. 3 Evangelienl Poneer, Loudon, C.W.;
Preaby teriun Witness, Halifux, N. 8.
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07 Ennratust in lust number of Record. Dage
43, colutn Irdy line Ath, from foot—{fog * world”

_read ¢ Lord.”
reading of tho duy, un uddition of enly 40 per cent. |,

et e

Resitrances receved : from York Mills, London,
Natawusagn, Streetsvitle, Norval, Stony Creek,
Hulifax, Beckwith, ‘P'oronto "Fownship, Milton,
Dundee, C. E., Peterboro’ und Alexandria.

&he Record.

HOW MAYT'HIE CHURCH COURTS
PROMOTE ‘THE REVIVAL OF 'T'IE
CHURCH!

It may be that the Mecting of the Commission of
Synod, which is to bo held on the 2nd February,
wiil havo closed beforo these hnes can be m the
hauds of the members 3 but wo shall be happy if
any of the remarks which we are uow to offer ap-
prove themselves to our brethren in the Mimstey
atd Elderstup, and be allowed m any measute to
influence them when they aro inet in Presbyterics
amd Sessions. )

-1t will bo seen from tho printed Minutes of the’

Synod, that the first article of the deferced buw-
ness of tho Synod which the Commission is catled
to take up, is  An overturo for promoting tho Re-
vival of Religion throughout the Church.”

We will 110t now compliumn that the Synod dud
not themselves enter on the consideration of this
matter, but deferred it to the Commission. “This,
howoever, we will say, that it has an importznce
which noother subject can huve, and that it ought
to have the very first placo in the prayerful delibe-
rations of all our Church Courts. There is such
a thing as overgrowth in the young, whenthey are
approuching the adult state; in such a condition,
the vital energy of tho body has not kept paco
with th:e physical devclopement, and all is feeble-
ness in the frame, and tho tenuency is cousumption.
Now, there may be such a condition in an ecclesi-
astical body'; and were it 6o that the members of
any such Lody were at all exclusively sceking for
its extension in a community, irrespective of in-
ward and spiritual life, we have uo doubt that a

_state of morbid overgrowth would soon be realized.

There is not, perhaps, much danger of this con-
dition in our brauch of the Presbyterian Church in
this Province. We canuot say thu. any very

"great zeal is “evinced either for extending the

Church, through the raising up of ministers, or the
forming a union with suother brauch of the Pres-
byterian Church, with whom we have opencd ne-
gociations.  Our fear is, that in respect to both of
these operations we are too lukewarm. Yet a dan-
ger, certanly there is, of our being too little con-
cerned for the revival of the Church,—that is for
its being animated and actuated throughout by the
spirit of its Living Head. Important, we eay, is
the College ; important is a union with other sound

~

Presbyterians y but important above all these, is
the presen~e and power of the Holy Spirit in and
ataony ull our congregations, nud all- their rulers.

I'ho bLasincss that s to occupy tho attention of
the Commission, sugzests this question :—What
can our Church Courts do, towards promoting and
ditTusing « healthy state of religicu througliout the
Church ?

We would offer a few remarks in answer to this
question.  And, first, wo say that the rulersof the
Church can mect, for the express purpose of inquis
ring into the stuto of reliyion in the congregations
over which they preside. )

‘T'his is & definito and practicablo ohject, and ot
tho satne tune a wost itmportant one.  ior the api-
ritual malady, hko the bodidy one, must be ascer-
tained before the remedy can be apphed; and
combined counsel in such an inquiry, is peculiarly
importunt.

Itisrarc that any one individual cantuke compre-
heusivo views, when the subject is s complicated
as the inquiry into the state of religion in 1 commue
nity.  Every individual is forming his observations
from some station of lis own; uud so the result of
many observations is more Likely to preaent the
uctual trath of the case.

Secondly,—1'he rulers of the Church can meet
for prayer, aud cau mix prayer with their dehiberas
tious.

And i3 not this itzelf a grreat object : for ministern
and clders to recognise and admit before euch other
that counset is vaia, uud greaching vain, aud dis-

| vain, for building up the Church of the liv-
ing God, without his own spirit ; and then, 1o cast
themselves on the faithfuliess and ull-sufficiency of
g covenunt keeping God. )

Thirdly,~Tho rulers .of tho Church in their
confereuces on the state of religion among their
people, might stimulate and encourage each other
in their labours und discouragements, and gladden
cach other too, when any fuveurable indicatious of
the Lord's work should bo reported.

How solemn it would be for the rulcrs of the
Church, suppose within the bounds of a Preshytery,
to mect even once a year iu special confercnce on
the Lord’s work. Let us suppose that they have
met, that the preseuce and guidanco of the Lord
has been specially iuvoked, that somo of the
promiscs of the word respecting his presence with his
servantsin their work has been read, und that each,
in turn, on tho calt of the Moderator, states frankly
what his observation hus been of the progress of
the Lord's work, in connexion with his own instru.
mentality, during tho ‘yeurthat has passcd, then,
though even one and another, and not a few wers
heard to complain that they hed *laboured in vain,”
could their complaints be withoit some. gracious
results on the assembly in which they were uttered ?
We trow not.  Cousolation would bo tendered to
,the dejected—and all would bo stirred up-to take
a firmer grasp of tho never-failing promises of
Jehovah, and to go forth again to their work with
renewed vigour in the hope of those promises.

Fonrthly,—The rulers of the Church, when meg
in the name of their great master, can devise mea-
sures for advancing his kingdom as the exigencies
of the times require.

Ecclesiastical councils. have often been the
means of perpetrating and diffusing error—but in

. many cases, these, liko the council at Jermsalem,



