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nêtted Wltt tile efftuaitft ctltLVatiaIn Of Ottr influece~ tif truc reli-ion , naît it %wiIl ualo de
horne field wilI reluire to ie scrioîî.iy patider- for n nistera taoi inec.iticer dit pica flint
ed.I, lic diàcussion of tite andt ail tleout lier jtiîey lie Iîeyond tfli mits of their pecuiliar
niatterà wiîiclî nay conte hcforce ytiod, provinre. Soinsi (if thîe" qiltAtio)n wc may
we trust there wiiI lie a fre and filld~u.~îcfsrta Eltireain, Papbery, Teinie.
sian, but at fltiaie tinte thl.! iaîîîfêitint rame.. -il.-very. Tkmerc e on datt thtît ail
cf mntuelsiîrotherly love, ainti elirietian furbear- 1timese iniportnt question-% have5atifferetl greatiy
ance. W1lien an opposite Apirit lîrk-rails, wlmen fruins titis verY cau-e, îsainelv, frein a tcndenry
there appeari not 0.113' dilferencc of opinion, on tlic part of sotte iiijîiers tu eimrink from
but bittornoss of 'jîîrit, we boit% grievo tile tlic reiponsîuîîlitv of nstiniîi,, a distinct posi.
spirit of Goil, andl prejudire nitr sy8teus (if tion, and givîug froiu file pulpit a certain
Presbyterian order in the ev-es of CIîristians sonîîd. For tlîis, however, file people tire ai,
gencrally, and il c e .ys or the worid. May j last as cuipalile a% nsinister. At tis prescut
ve enter on aur business, and go titrougl it 1 nictt, fbitliftt testittonyv u thoe ttlktoct af
the questions thast nîay ho before us in itueli a siaverv is flot toleratedin lue. United states.
spirit, flhnt those who witness aur r *oeecdings. We ha;ve licard cf fititlifuil ministers, bcing de-
sit.y be led to acktiowicdge tlint Gud iî with serteil b% thiîer cengregatiotns. or coîupielivd lîy
us, of a trutiî. etarvntiion te rensoie, lîccauise thcy liati flie in-

We affectionat -ly entrent ail %who trtily love dependence anti fidelity ta speak out on tile
God andi hie caise, te be carnest ini picading eçîl and sin of "iavery. While fitihful andi un-
with (lad, In beliaif of tlic Synoîi. We reel eotinleromiisitigîuiinisters, who,tfakirs.,lîeirtamnd
the neeti of diviune guidance fint %ve may 1)0 oit tlic patformn of file Bible, s)eak tlic wardâ
kept frein purauing wYrong courses, and rnay lie of tritit and silîerness, are brandeil as fatîntics
enabloti te ativauce thic glory of Goil and ftic anti cveu inadisiuen.
ros interests of tflic Chureh. IVe daimsi an in- There was a tine whes file pulplt stoud forth
terest in tlic prayers of aur people generaîîy. more promineutly, nti %vit more reriardcdl as
Let tisem hold up fie htands of (iot's coer- a leailer titan a folloveer cf publie opinion.
vante, andi ie hubly trust tlint fle presece John Knox, Andrew 31elville andi otimer.4, ho.
cfthe Ileati of tlic Church %vili ho witlî us anti lieveti that they werc actig in aceordalnce witli
flhat whiat we do nsay be ocie andi hiosset duty and la accartiance with flic spirit cf thle
by hlm. Bible, whien they bolilly stacil up and i rouglîl

TUIE UNFLUENCE 0F TIIE PULPIT ON
PuBLIC QUJESTIONs.

Asuto the duty of niinisters with reference
te public questions, very opposite Opinions are
entertained. Some wouid nke c uenister a
political agitator, and zealous partizan; others
vould keep the rdn3.ter entirely s'ient on% all
public questions, and inatters wiîich could nt
&Il Le regarded as polities. One class wiiI hoe
offeniled if the pastor docs nat talke ul) their
peculiar vicws and adrocate tlîems front tlic
puipit; thic other class will b hiorrified if thc
pretacher ever goes beyond tlie trodLn pati of
plain Gospel doctrine, and touche.% on any point
not, embracedl in their favourite toit book of
systeinatic thcoluîgy. floth opinions we regard
as erroneous. The pastar must flot Le a pûhi..
tical agitator, or partizan. lie must gitc hie
Mrat attention ta considerations and inattora
affecting mtWns ciernal, interestrs, andi muet not
shlow himef to Le enguipiîed In tlie sea of
party politicts, often affecting, as these do, ob-
jecte ar a paitry, local, ar temporstry curacter.
But then on tile ather hand, ministers are
vatchnien on the tawcrs of Moan. They must
isot userely look at tile littie circle of their
ourr parièh or congregation, but mueit look
abroa and taite a large andi comprehensive
view of eventa andi cf publie affaira. Titoy
raust iclenttfy themselves with manleinsi nt
large, and aeek tu Le men of undorstandin,
thit thoy mnay know 'wlat - mise ougli toi do.
)&smv of thle great questions of the day wbicb
are discusseti In Legiulatures, have a most im-

* jsota.nt sud direct bw4aeg on thé progrées and

file Bible tn Itear an the publiie qitestioneof tile
day. Ever oni tuapotities stia proplîets, et tlie
ris- cf iîeing accusei cf ttursting tlie worid up-
aide down, aud et boing chargcd as troublers
of Israel, did fltru shrink froni assunîing the
position of publie instructors, andl reprevers
toa, wvieu repreof was milcdel. ]t le true, in
these matiern tinies, tuera tire great cags
Titingi are usot nom, even as tttey vere in te
dîsys cf tile Reforniers. Tion the pîtipit was
the great, indeoti we inay eay Ose ouly nionne
cf informuationî anti inflitence, th o îîy chaunel
cf commuînication witli the public iniiL. Now
boeks are circuiateil, nds tie newi;ltper press
exercices an immense influence. But stihi, flot-
withsetnuding thle chuange cf eirettmstaneoe, me
cannot but regard ' it as one of the leading do-
tics cf nain)ibters to taske a more l)rauuinent place
with refèresîce ta tlie great public quetions of
file day, few af tehicit eau possibty ho eeparated
front morality au)d religion. Fair ho it froim us
ta seeL- tu degratie muinitters into more pailA.
eans, or te l thora ta overloaL- their position
as ambassatiers for C;hrist, whoase girai mork it
le ta beseeh mon ln Ctîrise naine ta be recons-
ciiedottaGaI. But me 'vauld ihave tisens laun-
derstantiug ta be men, anti ta acquit themeselves
hike men. There is force anti truth la the fai-
loming exLract~ froni a lite mark by the Rev.
G. Gilfillan, as me fint i t quuatct ini the But.
icarxk:

- %tuat a poor eluriuking spot of grounti the
puipit bas becoine, w-hen comparet with thse
iroti pavement which sup 1scrtcdl it in the daye
of or fatiiers! It ieas a pinacle couamantiusa -dem af boili vorld. Ou it ti K-nox or 1ise
Melville, the Owen or thse luire, stood, up ini
majisty, like ont cf those composite areatures
ln the vislons 4f Egehiki, wut fouj e o

t

tililiftcd ta lieaven iu vrorAiip, anotitor lie-
ét;elîiti" biii liers ta lie reciitîviled il taGout, a
til bowcu ini )saVe contritlin. anti n fotîrilh
lotîkiig ariimni )su rigiteîus i ndigntation iit tIi i
wirings anti aitseý oif tlie Cliturei anti tlic
itrlil. lThe thutiders tlîy tittereti againiat
ibicktnes inl igli plae i wcre îît icro lit-
Ies ~oîli- Lîcy hlok it, if tigey- dii flot
teltnke it 'low,, atild ti becatî'e file%- iere titi
ediorib (f lîrtfoutii enrnie6tnedik, cf flic voice cf
(.îît in tflic siols cf the preacmere. lit titis
iigh ptsýitio8l t il(ty vrc.e îiie îi y tue gello.

raii Opinîionî (f t li Clirititîs (if tittît tIuViv,
i f wr.ibi i lis eîir notionîs of flic titiiiai
anîd flic legi-lativé relationîs of die Clîtreli ta
tuc %vîiewrt: riglît ins tlicir itolief tîtat the
Ciimureli bîas a Lecîteral s;tlperii;itig mnorus), itt c-
icettuîl, atila sjiir:ttuti uuîtlîuîity cuver civil sis
weil ast sacrei queptioîîs, ti tîtat religion. if
re:îllv effectîîai os tlic public, as uin si sinîgle in-
dividt.ai, toulce, te-s, ni ridîes it lit cvery
pint. Ilow ditlereîît %vitl Cîrietiiatîity inî its
lirOeîtstate! Ouîr pull bits are geueralliv siient
ois pubolie questioîs-.-aniî eilptîj, beenu;e, first,
nt) ont expe.cs tîtoîn ta qieak ; bieultîS1e, secondt.
]y, niaîty of titeir oeeup.tlts are afrait i eu
otît ; bccatîte, tlîirtity, otliers of thecin cooli not
F1ieiîk t u lri Oe ntîd iieeaîiie, once mbore,
tîcir %vuird would sîit njow have ntitc wighst.
or exer' ituti pouwer. Escît whlîc, un specini
fitel,., tlîey are couilpeileil ta give fîtî a soont
iilîeîît 9 îtistioîîs ofiboiities, or of wa-tr andtipee,
it reqlusrvs ail tlie efforts cf an itîteresttvd par-
tion ft tilt pross tu kehn, it 'N'iti nuy effezi, tn
file vorld ; thle sotttud, ton, is uincertain atid
ccîstradietory, ntl 'isuc one prepares for tlie liat-
tic,' whiie tlguîsatîds arc resdsy ta ery, 'iht
lhave tluese uîinisters ta do ivith politics, or
witiîtu li Dteri Unr ? Let theni attend te
tioir paîstotral Ituties; cîtougi titat tiîey dictite
te aur religionîs lele s îUd cf dcgîu;îtizisig

onu 81ul)j eets witl 'n'il ile% ay ie no businîess,
aîîd aire but i... fertee tiy a(iliîaliîted.'
flult lire net po.itics faîst becousng. su ta speaL-,
trains cendental ? Are niotni aIl itical questions
of noamoat, nergiîg, inta mîorilotà? Are
nett ic cloudti f pelitiasi inoveilesit rapitiiy
eitreiîargiug %vitit spiritual ceivetricity ? Lock
nt flice questions reiuttiîîg toi oducittion, ta thic
conudition cf file ma.wes, tu ce pital puntsh.-
uteuts, tu tic cannection of thre Churcis with
flic state, to aur foreigns poiey, to our rela.
tions Mwith despotie ni slavehilding States.
Tîtese and aIliers aire appýetiug our determitn.
tiatu fram the world ta C iristiauuitv, frein cabi.
nets ta eiîurehes. Ail cf thei isivaive tc-
issents wlîiclisueai- above thle iiarrew Iiiiiits of
party polities, and rouler tlîcir discussions not
uill proper but necesry, 'a puipits, synode,

an generai aseenibiiee. lIn dc le ùuî 0
party palitica seenis neariy aver, and titir
dooin le aireaît' sealoti. Ail tlie parties cf the
past shahI sooti ho meited dovn inta one vast
cotîotrv plrt*,' a casnnittee of tlic whoie

f-louse ef Britain, mot inu permanent session ta,
deliberateoan the generai ireifare. And fram
titat camitec no ' benefit cf ciergy' salal
bo allowed tu exempt tlîem. They must sisro
in, and, if theyc arc trise, they amy, in some de-

Sroe, direct nul contralifus cotinEels. 7tirnis
îowever, we fouir tliev wili not be. Miîen

forcoil ott of the indiifférence, neutrality, or
dignifieti contempt, for poulieis, 'which ait pre
sent mark the majority cf tîreir number, tiî1e
may go ta the ather extreme, anti tr3-, by tlic
tiorce ex cathedra fulminations of bigateti zeai,
tai overgrom influences wich have grown inia
gig2ntie pomor anti stature 'wiile tlîey siept,
andi whies wiii refuse ta obey tlîcir discipline,
or tu liearken toi their word. It le abeoiuteiy
incalculable lsow snuch tlic Chureiî lias lest L~y
àa long refusing ta exert lier iawfoi lifluence
in politcs, ana by only interfering 'with theni
when lier owa woridly interese wcre nt stake,
and her aira pelf irast in peril; a ]oàs which
Wý VtIty haY thé âtai l Nve fRsiy repulrY


