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nceted with the effectual cultivation of our "\nﬂllunoo of true religion, and it will not do
honie field will requireto be seriously ponder- | for ministers to avoid these, under the plea that

ed. In the discussion of these and all theother
matters which may come bhefore the Synod,
wo trust there will be a free and full dizeus-
sion, but at the same tune the mamfestation
of much brotherly love, and chrieian forbear-
ance. When an opposite spirit prevails, when
there appears not only difference of opinion,
hut bitterness of rprit, we both grieve the
spirit of God, and prejudico our system of
Presbyterian order in the cyes of Christinns
generally, and in the eyes of the world, May
we enter on our Lusiness, and go through all
the questions that may be before usin such o
spirit, that those who witness our j ocecdinga,
may beled toacknowledge that God is with
us, of a trath,

Weaffectionat -y entreat all who truly love
God and his cause, to be earnest in pleading
with God, in behalf of the Synod. We feel
the need of diviue guidance that we may be
kept from pursuing wrong courses, and may be
enabled to advance the glory of God and the
real interests of the Church,  We claim an in-
terest in the prayers of our people generally.
Let them hold wup the hands of God's ser-
vants, and we humbly trust that the presence
of the Head of the Church will be with us and
that what we do may be owned and Ublessed
by him,

THE INFLUENCE OF THE PULPIT ON
PUBLIC QUESTIONS,

As to the duty of ministers with reference
to public questions, very opposite opiuions are
entertained. Some would make the minister a
political agitator, aud zealous partizan; others
would keep the minister entirely silent on all
public questions, and matters which could at
all be regarded as polities.  One class will be
offended if the pastor does not take up their
peculiar vicws and advocate them from the
pulpit; the other class will be horrified if the
preacher ever goes beyond the trodden path of
plain Gospel doctrine, and touches on any point
not embraced in their favourite text book of
systeiaatic theology.  Both opinions we regard
as erroneous.  The pastor must not be a poli~
tical agitator, or partizan. Ie must give his
great attention to considerations and watters
affecting men's cternal interests, and must not
allow himself to be engulphed in the sea of
party politics, often affecting, as these do, ob-
jects of & paltry, local, or temporary character.
But then on the other hand, ministers are
watchmen on the towers of Zion. They must
not merely look at the little circle of their
own parish or congregation, but must look
abroad snd take a large and- comprehensive
view of events and of public affairs. They
must identify themselves with mankind at
large, and seck to be men of understanding,
that they may know what _ rael oughit to do.
Many of the great questions of the day which
are discussed in Legislatures, have 8 moet im-
."portant and direot besring on the progres and

they lie beyond tho limits of their peculiar
province. Some of these queations we may
specify, such as Elueation, Popery, Temve.
rance. Slavery, There 1s no doubt that all
these important questions have suffered greatly
from this very cause, numely, from a tendency
on the part of some ministers to shrink from
the responsibility of assuming a distinet posi-
tion, and giving from the pulpit a certain
sonnd. For this, however, the people are nt
least as culpable as ministers. At this present
moment, faithful testimony on the eubject of
slavery is not tolerated in the United States.
We have hieard of fuithful ministers being de-
serted by their congregations, or compelled by
starvation to remove, because they had the in.
dependence and fidelity to speak out on the
evil and sin of slavery, While faithful and un-
cotpromising ministers, who, taking their stand
on the platform of the Bible, speak the words
of trath and saberness, are branded as fanatics
and ¢ven madmen,

‘There was a time when the pulpit stoud forth
more prominently, and was more regarded as
a leader than a follower of public opinion.
John Knox, Andrew Melville and others, tie-
lieved that they were acting in accordance with
duty and in accordance with the spirit of the
Bible, when they boldly stood up and Lrought
the Bible to bear on the public questions of the
day. Even theapostles and prophets, at the
risk of being accused of turning the world up-
side down, and of Leing charged as troublers
of Israel, did not shrink from assuming the
position of public instructors, and reprovers
too, when reproof was nceded. It is true, in
these modern times, there are great changes.
Things ave not now, even as they were in the
days of the Reformers. Then the pulpit was
the great, indecd we may say the only means
of information and iufluence; the only chanael
of communication with the public mind. Now
books are arculated, and the newspaper press
excrcises an immense influence.  But still, not-
withstanding the change of circumstances, we
cannot but regard it as one of the Jeading du-
ties of ministers to takea more prominent place
with reference to the great public questions of
the day, few of which can possibly Le separated
from morality and religion. Far be it from us
to ecek to degrade ministers into mere politi-
cians, or to lead them to overlook their position
as ambassadors for Christ, whose great work it
is to bescech men in Christ’s name to be recon-
ciled to God. But we would have them in un-
derstanding to bemen, and to acquit themselves
like men, There is force and truth in the fol-
lowing extract from a late work by the Rev.
G. Gilfillan, as we find it quoted in the Bul.
wark :—

* What a poor shrinking spot of ground the

ulpit has become, when compared with the
iron pavement which supported it in the days
of our fathers! It was & pinacle commanding
a view of both worlds. On it the Knox or the
Melyille, the Owen or the Howe, stood up in
majésty, like one of those composite creatures
in the visions af Eszekiel, with foup fidss~—bne

uplifted to heaven in worship, another lie.
sceching sinners to be reconciled to God, n
third bowed in holy contrition, and a fourth
looking around jn rightcous indiguntion at the
wrongs and abuse: of the Church and the
world,  The thunders they uttered against
wichedness in high places were not mere Lot-
lees sounds—they shook it, if they did not
shinke it down, and this becanse they were the
cchoes of profound carnestness, of the voice of
God in the souls of the preachers, In this
high position they were sustuined Yy the gene-
ral opinion of the Christiane of thm dny, who,
if wrong in their notions of the finuncial
and the legislative relations of (he Church to
the State, were right in their Lelief thut the
Chureh hias o general supervising moral, intel-
leetual, and spiritusl authority over civilas
well ag sacred questions, and that veligion, if
really effectunl on the publie, as on n single in-
dividual, touches, tests, and rules it at cvery
point.  Ilow ditferent with Christinnity in ite
present state!  Our pulpits are generally silent
on public questions—and silent, because, first,
rio one expeets them to speak ;. beeause, second-
Iy, many of their occupants are afraid to spenk
out; Leenuse, thirdly, others of them could not
speak to the purpose; and beeause, once more,
their word would not now have much weight,
or exert much power,  Even when, on epecial
fusts, they are compelled to give forth n sound
uhout questions of polities, or of war and peace,
it requires all the cfforts of an interested por-
tion of the pressto echio it with any effect to
the world; the sound, too, is uncertain and
contradictory, and ‘ no one prepares for the bat-
tle,’ while thousands are ready to ery, * What
have these ministers to do with politics, or
with the Eastern War? Let them attend to
their pastoral duties; enough that they dictate
to our religious Leliefs, instead of dogmatizing
on subjects with which they have no business,
and are but imperfectly acquainted.” ~ * ®
But are not politics fast becoming, so to spealk,
transcendental 2 Are notall political questions
of moment merging, into moral oncs? Are
not the clouds of political movement rapidl
surcharging with spiritual cleetricity ¢ Look
at the questions relating to education, to the
condition of the masses, to capital punish-
ments, to the connection of the Church with
the State, to our foreign policy, to our rela-
tions with despotic and slaveliolding States,
These and others are appealing for determina-
tion from the world to Clhristinnit\', from cabi-
nets to churehes.  All of them involve ele-
ments which soar above the narrow limits of
party politics, and render their discussion not
0"3])' proper but necessary, in pulpits, synods,
and genernl assemblies.” Indeed the dny of
party politics seems nearly over, and their
dooin is already sealed, All the parties of the
past shall soon be melted down into one vast
‘ country party,” a committee of the whole
House of Britain, met in permancnt sestion to
deliberate on the general welfure.  And from
that committec no ‘benefit of clergy’ shall
be allowed to exempt them.  They must sharo
in, and, if they are wise, they may, in some de-
ree, direct and control its counscls, This,
wwever, we fear they will not be.  When
forced out of the indifference, ncutrality, or
dignified contempt for politics, which at™ pre-
sent mark the majority of their number, they
may go to the other extreme, and try, by the
fierce ex cathedra fulminations of bigoted zea),
to overgrow influences which have grown into
gigantic power and stature while they slept,
and which will refuse to obey their discipline,
or to hearken to their word. It is absolutely
incalculable iow much the Church has lost Ly
g0 long refusing to exert her lawfal influence
in politics, and by only interfering with them
when her own worldly interests were at stake,
and her own pelf was in peril; & loss which
we griatly foar she shall never fully repair.”



