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PHE MINISTER'S TREASURY.

ILL-SUCCESS IN THE WORK OF THE
MINISTRY.

~'I'heré have alwaysbeen times when the Lord's

ministers have had reason to éry,  Who hath

bohieved our report? and to whom is thearms of

the Lord revealed 1 Their word has seem-

* “ingly returned unto them void.  The good- seed

“has all fallen upon the beaten path, or on stony
-ground, or. among_thorns. There is, therefore,
great temptation for them to say, a3 did Jere-
miah, * I will not make mention of the Lord, nor
speak any more in his name. Yet thero aro
congiderations amply sufficient to robut such a
sugzeation of tho Evil Qne, and nerve the toil-
ing but discouraged minisiers with new zeal.

1. Qu is, that an minister can ever know how
mzh good he is made the instrument of accon-
plizhing. ‘T'he physician knows whether or nst
ho cures his patieat, amd the lawyecr whetherlie
gains his clicat’s cause ; but he that has the curo
of souls must be content to remain in the dark a3

16" his measuro of success. ‘I'he gospel works
liks leaven, silently and insensibly, or fike the
scad, which, after long lying in the ground, at

~jength shoots up whils men sleep. It is not
~-peghaps fit that a mivister should always know

_ thé exientto which his labours are prospeced

_ It will be all in good time to learn what fish are

* enclosed in the net when it is brought to shore.

- = T Far the present it is enough to be assured that

- - pult down with one

_ in his public performances,

the Lord knvios them that are his, whether inca
_ dg_ocnot. i

- 8. "If there really be ill-success, perhaps it ix
the Inbirer's fault, Defects in his ordinary de-
portment may have defeated the ends of his min-
- istrations however faithful and eamest.  Somo-

_ times personal infinnities, such as pride, conten-
" tious spirit, wndue regard for worldiy things,
Jupsenoss of speech, levity, may cause 2 man to
hand what he builds with
tho other. Although ho may be decply scrious
n men argue from his
fifo tha: he is but acting a_part, and talks mo-
_vingly only because it is his trade.  Unfruitful-
ncas. therefore, shonld lead a minister 10 1ake
‘heed to himself, lest his lifo prove to he the hin-
drance of his doctrine. When Levi of old walk-
ed with God in peacc and cquity, thea he
wined many away from iniquity.

- 3. Bat supposing that a pastor every way
faithful has a barren ministry, his labours are not
thercfore in vain, even in respect to those who
aejectthe counscl of the Lord against themsolves.
The faithfu! ambassadors of Christ mny fail 10
g their pomt with inen, but they do not lose
“their reward with God.  The question at last is
wot as to the measaic of success, but as to
tive measure of fidelity. ‘The good and faithful
scrvant, whether with many or with few human
seals t his devotedness, shall have the plaudit,
W Doxe! and enter into the joy ofhis Lord,
If men do not hear him, God will; and will
crown his humble, hunest labours with coinfort
and glory hereafier, although they may uot be
_crowned with any rcmarkable success here.
The guspe! isa testimony, and i$ to be preached
asseach. 1f men reccivo it, they set 10 their
seals that God istruc; but il they reject it, the
sestimony has none the loss beea given, and
_is none the less hunoured. His warnings have
been delivered, and the hearers are Icft wihowt
cxcwse. Their guilt and the justness of their
doom is made mote apparent.  And God glori-
fies his justice in their destruction, jest as he

. ghorifics his mcrcy in the salvation of them that

bolieve. Yot how awful a thought is this! Oh 10

_be faithful 'i—Christinn Treaxury.
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Fear God for his power; tromt him for his
 wislom ; Jove him for his nesy ; praise him
for his greatness ; believe
ness, and adore him for his holinoss.—Mesen.

believe in him for his faithful-’

HINTS TO SABBATH SCHOOL
TEACUHERS.

IMPORTANCE OF REGULAR ATTEN-
DANCE.

One of the most important school habits to be
cultivated by the teacher, is thut of uniform, pune-
wal, self-denying atteadance in his place. We
are persuaded that jt is o very prevalent fault
wmony teachers to feel at liberty to attend school
or not, as their convenience or inclination may
decide,

T'he teller of a bank, the captain of a steam-
boat, ¢. the watchman of a eity, would be ex-
cuzed if illness or other providential causes should
prevent their attendance at their respective posts,
Tow often do these men go to their employments
with headaches, and bearing up against weari-
ness and ucipient sickness, under the strong sense
of their respungibility, and under the cunscious-
ness that their failures may endanger their hold
upon their otlices! How constantly do we
obzerve men who have no such consequences as
these to apprehend, breaking off from the stron-
geat inducements and persuasions to remain at
home, on the plea that their business is too im
perative to be neslected.  ‘They must be at the
counting house : if they cannot walk, they will
ride. Or if theie vote is wanted at the polls, orin
the legistature, they will rather be carried on
their beds than let the the cause suffer in which
their hearts are so deeply interested.  This apirit
is wanted in our Christian duties; aud though
we would not encourage the risk of health or
life to meet Sunday-school engagements, we
would have teachers feel as strongly bound to
thein as salary, gain, or ambition can biod the
man of the world to the objects of Aés pursuit.

A deficiency inthis point on the part of the
teacher is seen at once in the state of his class;
late attendance, frequent abseace, by-an-by va-
cancy upon vacancy tell the reproachful tale.
And not the one class only, but the whole scheol,
in all its order and discipline, feels the disastrous
influence of a single cxumple like this.—Teacher
Tuught.
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IMPORTANCE OF EARLY PIETY.

FOR TIHE YOUNG.

It is commanded by God “ Remember thy
Creator in the days of thy vouth.” Whose ordi-
nance is this? It is God's. The eternal and
omnipotent interposes with his authority, and
enjoins the practico of picty upoun cvéry yonng
person. And he is a rebel against heaven, and
setting out in life a traitor to the Most High,
who 18 not giving his heart to love God, and his
life to glorify him. Religion is not enly your
duty at sune time, it is your duty now. It never
will, or can be more binding upou your consci-
ence than it is at this moment.

Youth is the only scason of which you can be
ceriain.  You may dic as millions have done,
in the moming of your life. Your sun may go
down ere it is yet noon, and in that case,
should you neglect religion, no other opportunity
of attending to its momentous concemns will
ever be affordcd you. There may be but 3 step
heiween you and death, and from death to the
hottomless pit is but one siep more for all who
die without God.

1f you live, and live to be old, the great pro-
bability is, that if you neglect religion now, you
wonld neglect it forever. mind is never
likely to be atmore leisure, nor more inclined to
religion than is at this moment, on the contrary
its impediments are sure to incroase.  Moreover,
nothing short of the grace.of God can’ coavert
the sonl and is he likely 10 béstow that graco
hereafier which isvefused and d
By far the greater part of thuse who cver became
plous are 20 in youth. 1€ therefore you
decide 10 put off this.concern now, yow will pmt
it of in all probability for ever. You oughtto feel

espised now 1—
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ag if this wero the only accepted time as if all
eternitydepended on the present hour, for it pro-
bably does.

Youth is the most favorable time and that on
every account. Cares, anxieties, and perplexities,
are unknown, the facultios of the soul are vigor-
ous, tho scnses and cuergics of tho body are
lively, the hcurt susceptible, the conscience
tender,.the habits flexible 1
*Pis granted and no plainer truth appears,

Our most important are our earliest years,

The mind improvable and soft: with ease
Imbibes and copies whai she hears and sces,
And through life's lubyrinth holds fust the clue
‘I'liat education gives her false or true.—CowrER.

Piety is tho most happy life, and can you be
happy tonsoon? Iis ways are waye of pleasant-
ness and all its paths are peace. Itx privileges
and its duties, its present influence and its future
prospecty, ull lead to happiness. If it could en-
able thousands to turn from the altar to the
tomb,to accept witl tranquillity the shroud instead
of the bridal attire, and to quit with unmurmur-
ing acquiesence the maost brilliant prospects for
dark vatley of the shadow of death: if its ca-
pacity 1o bless, could not be destroyed e¢ven
by these circumstances; if it can make the soul
joyous under the uplified dart of the Kiog Ter-
rors, can it he otherwise than a never-failing
spring of delight amidst the scenes, the trialy, the
comforts, and the activities of life.

It is the most honorable life, and can you be
invested with its rich and valuable distinctions
too early? The pious are honorable in their
birth for they are from above, born of God and
are sons and daugliters by regeneration. They
are honorable by their titles and relations for
tirey are citizens of Zion, the servanis of Christ,
the wards of angels, the.childrea of God. They
are honorable by their characters for they are
the posseseors of truth, conquerors of Satan, the
competitors for the Crown of Glory, and imita-
tors of God. They are honorable in their des-
tiny for they are going on to it down with Christ
on his throne even as he overcame and is set
down with his Father on his throne. They are
honorable now ; their glory shall shine forth at
the last day when the houors of earth and time
shall sct amidst the smcke of a burning worid,
and their honors shall flourish upon their brow
with unfading beauty and freshness through eter-
aity.

Piety is the most weful life, and can _you too
speedily begin to be a blessing to uthers? Reli-
gion will keep you from doing harm, by the poi-
son of bad principles or the sileat pestilence of
an evil example. It will ketp you as you pam
along the path of life from seducing others iuto
the bye-paths of immorality and infidelity, from
increasing. the grosnsand multiplying the 1ears of
huinanity, from blastiog the temporal interes.s
and ruining the immorial souls of your fellow
creatures. .
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SELECTIONS FOR THE YOUNG.

ACTING LIES.

« Jane, go into the store room closet, and fotch
me the large blue jar,” said 2 mother to her linle
gitly Jane put down her books, for she was
going tv school, aud ran into the closet, where
the first 1hing sho saw was a basket of large red
apples. « I should like one of thene 1o carry to
school,” she thought, but she did not know
whether her mother_wouald think it best for her
10 have one; 80, instead of asking, she slipped
the biggest she raw into her pocket, and covered
her pocket over with her shawl, lest her mother
should sce it. Janc them tuok the jar to her
mother, and went 10 school with the apple, which
praved to be a inrd winter apple, vafit 10 de
esten. By and by .Jane’s class in history was
‘ealied up to recito, and Jane wat quite particular
about getting her scat behind the wtove, rathes



