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' On what_occasions then do theso great orators and_doctors kindle
and glow! When is it thut they exhaust the powers of language, and
return upon their theme, as if they conld never think that they had dono
it justicc 1 Is it when they are holding forth, beforo the multitude, the
glory of the Saviour of sinners? Is it when they aro hlowing the silver
trumpet of merey, in the hearing of tho guilty 1 Alas! it isnot. ‘Tho
Saviour, not denied- indeed, but not glorified, is left, by these oratars, to
sicep in tho hinder part of the ship* or he is imprisoned in the crceds
and liturgies of the church, whilo commendations, which Grecian and
Roman rages would equally havo loathed to have pronounced, and havo
blushed 1o havo reccived, aro lavished upon tho heroes of tho church and
its anchorets. .

“ Ara theso representations fair or not1 I appenlto those who will go
with fresh and modern Christian feelings, into the company of the fathers,
But if the facts bo such as I allege, will any pretend that an unaffeeted
and heart-atirring proclamation of tho gospel—the glad tidings of merey,
freo, and adapted to all men’s acceptation, was likcly to consiet with so
much bombast and frippery, about tho merits of miracles, and virtues of the
shoals of saints that bunden the ealendar?  "T'wo such abhorrent clements
will nevercoalesce ; and If the church muast and will have her demi-gods,
to adorn her stato in the cyes of tho prostrate multitude, sho must even
forego the presenco of her Lord.

“ A dry, polemic orthodoxy, severed from tho gospel, iy the doetrinal
description of ancient Christianity : and I here refuse to bo put to silence
by any who shall return tho phrase ¢ the gospel, upon me, as if I used
it in tho cant scnso of this, or that, modern sect ; and as if it conveyed
sonio restricted and apecial schemeo of doctrine. By tho gospel, I mean
nothing moro or less than tho frank declaration of God's merey to guilty
man, assuring to him, through faith in Christ, the full and absolute re-
mission of his sins, and an exemption from * all condemnation,” and fear
of wrath, I do not affect to speak as n theologian; nor care 1o cut and
trim tho phrases I may employ, so as shall make thom square with this
or that ‘confession.’ Docs the Bible offer no broad and universally
intelligiblo scnse, even on the most momentous subjects?  If it do, then
it daca s0 in conveying, to the troubled conscionce, 8 message of joy—
authentic, simple, cfficacious, and such as subducs the grateful heart to
obedience.

* Now, meaning this by—thoe gospel, I affirn that, from beginning to
end of the patristic remains, tho clearncss and brightness of the message
of mercy is obscurcd, its simplicity encumbered, and its cfficacious
power aimost entircly nullified. In entering the awful and gorgeous
edifice of tho anciont church, ono's feclings are very much such as might
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INTERPRETATION OF THE BIBLE.

1t is snid that we must understand the Bible by tho same means by
whiclh we understand any other book ; that the Bible must bo interpreted
by the common laws of language, just as every other book must be in-
terpreted.  This statement inay convey a great, fundawental, practical
truth, or it may enwrap an crror which shrivels the spirit, kills the soul,
and ctlcnics God—cither, according to tho spplication which is made of
words,

It is plain enough, from the very naturo of the case, that if God gives
to any of his creatures a revelation, oral or written, it must be given in
gomo languago to which they are accustomed, which they canunderstand,
as they understand other langunges that they apcak and read, otherwiso
it 18 no revelntion to them ; they still need another to let them into the
mysterics of the first, and if this cxplanatory rovclation be not in com-
mon specch, thero must bo =till arother, and another, and another, till
you como at last to one that is given in the common stylo of verbal com-
wunication-~and this Inat is, in fact, the only recelation made to those
who receive the commanications ; and God is he who does the last thing
first, when the doing of tho last supersedes the necessity of all the rost,

Al this is obvious from the very nature of tho case; and when we

{ turn to tho matter of fnet, as it really cxists on the pages of tho Bible,
i wo find all this, and much more than this of the same kind, to bo true of

tho revelation therein presented to us.  Rovelation, as it stands in the
Bible, is given not only in the common language of the gencration to
which it was addressed, but also in the peculiar style and manner of
each one of tho persons ariginally chosen to he tho channcls of the rove-

t laton; the style essentially changing, not only with cach different ge-
i neration, but with cach different person, however ucar to, or remote

from, his co-workers in timo and place—tho samo diversitica appearing
in tho same manner ns among an cqual number of any other writers,
who givo utteranco to their own thoughts merely, without suggestions
from the Divino Mind. In the language and stylo of the different works
of the Bible, the influence of each writer’s own peculiar genius and tem-
perament ; his education, tho incidents of his life, his employments, the
circumnstances by which ho was surrounded, the socicty, the scenery, the
climate with which he was familiar, is all just as clearly and as strong-
ly marked as in tho caco of any writer’s whatever. Inspiration, though
it bo plenary and direct from the Almighty, removes none of these in-
fl touches them not ; it lics back of them all—it scts them all in

bolong to a descent into some stalactito cavern, tho grim magnifi
of which is never cheered by tho lfo-giving beams of heaven ; for there
is no noon there—no summor. Tho wonders of the place must be scen
hy the glare of anificial light ; human hands carry hither and thithor &
blazo, which confounds objects, as much as roveals them, and which fills
the place more with fumes than with any genial influence. In this dim
theatre, forms stand out of more than mortal micn, as if a senato of divi-
nites hiud here assembled ; but approach them-—all is hard, cold, silent.
Drops are thickly diatilling from the vault ; nay, every stony iciclo that
glistens in the light, scemns as if endued with penitence, or as if contrition
wero tho very temper of the placo: but do thesc drops fertilize the
ground on which they fall?  No, they do but trickle a moment, and then
add stons to stone—chill to chill. Docs the involuntary exclamation
break from the bosom in such a place—Surely this is tho very gate of
heaven! Rather one shudders with tho apprehension that one Is entering
the shndows of the valley of death; and that the only safety isin a
quick return to the upper world.”

BEATRICE; or Tue Uskyowy Raratives. By Cathorine Sinclair.
Now York: DoWitt & Davenport. Toronto: 'I'. Maclear,

This is a very popular and clever book. ‘Tho object of tho authoress
i8 10 set forth tho wishes and intrigues of Rome, and to guard all, and
especially “ silly women” from being led from the truth. Her truth,
her church, her christianity, however, are all pretty much in tho Church
of England ; and therefore among Episcopalians, cspecially, it is caleu-
lated to bo very useful. Yot we recommend it as a spirited, well written,
indeod exciting portraiture of that master agent of ovil in tho Romish
Church—Jesuitism.

———

IRISH PRESBYTERIAN. Terms, Ono Dollar a year, paid in ad-
vanco, for which it will he sent postage free to any Post Office in
Canada. Agents, Rev- Robert Irvine, Toronto, and Mr. McLellan,
Hamilton, to whom remittances, pre-paid, may be addressed.

An excellent monthly periodical, containing religious and missionary
intelligence beating on the Presbyterian Churches in Europe and Amer-
ica, is being issuod under the cditorship of Rov. R.Knox, A. M, Belfast,
Ireland. Two numbers have reached us. Tho prosent state and pros-
pects of Ireland—The ruinous effects of Popery on the country, and cog-
nate subjects, will bo discusscd in its pages.

ERRa7oM 1IN Fesrvary No~—~Page 119, column 2—for Rev. Mr.
Fayette's congregation, read Rev. Mr. Fayette, £10.

motion, but it obliterates not; scarcely fades even any of tho peculiari-
tics arising from them. As the Jewecss Rebecea stood at tho window
of the tower, and described, in her own animated speech, to the woundoed
Ivanhoe, the exciting incidents of the battle which was raging outside
the walls, so the holy secrs, in cestatic vision, witnessed things divine ;
and cach in his own peculiar style and manner, gave utterance to what
hie saw and felt, the divine afflatus exerting no other influence over bis
languago than what was necessary to mako tho deseription accurate.

In Isaink wo sce a sclf-possessed, mighty, sublimo Hebrow mind, with
a thorough Hebrow education, using language and imagery derived from
the seencry, the sacred books and the historical incidents of the Hebrow
land and nation; in Ezckiel, a Hebrew cducation, acting on a Hebrew
mind, excitable, enthusiastie, aerial, fanciful, overflowing with imagery
derived from tho wild scenery and brilliant and coruscating skies of the
country of the eaptivity, along the banks of the great northern river
Chebar; in Daniel, atill a Hebrew mind, but of different structure from
cither of the preceding, and a Hebrew edueation too, but superadded to
it il the Chaldean culture, and an imagination shaped, vivified, popu-
lated by the Juxurious courts, tho gorgeous palaces, the gigantic sculp.
tures of the barbaric eapitals, Babylon and Shushan and Ecbatana. The
modern traveller, now visiting the stupendous ruins of the ancient cities
of the East, sces at the present day the book of Daniel, as to its most
striking peculiarities, all reproduced, as it were, beforo his eyes.
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Thero is, then, a great, 2 fundamental, & practical truth in the state-
ment, that we must understand the Bible by the same means by which
wo must understand any other book—that the Biblo must be interpreted
by the common laws of language, just ns cevery other book must be in-
terpreted.  And yet, taking thisstatement in & one-sided aspect, and not
recognising the great peculiarity of thoe Bible, as God’s living word,
these samo words enwrap a wretched, pernicious error.

The volume we call tho Bible, though written by pans, in ages and
climes widely remote, in language diverse, and by writers, in many in-
stances, of no personal intimacy with each other, 13 not a bundle of dis-
connceted tracts, without harmony, concert, or design. Many minds
and many hands, throughout many ages, were employed to produce the
volume ; but there was one superintending Spirit, and one continuous
plan throughout tho whole. The actual author of the Biblo throughout,
isono; it is ho who knowetk the end from the beginning, who is the
same yesterday, and ta-day, and forever. If the Book givesa truo ac-
count of itaclf, when the sacred penman put down tho first chapter of
Genesis, the Divine Spirit saw clearly the last chapter of Revelation,
and all the intermediato parts, which, in conti were feshioned,
camo together at tho proper time, and in the right place, with, at least,
as much of place and continuance, and previous design, a8 were manifest
when the different pieces of Solomon's temple, which received their per-
fect finish in tho forest and quarry, were put together in the city of the




