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110W RZEASON AND COMMON
SENSE ARE GIVEN UP FOR
DIVINE GUIDAN CE, AND HOW
RTAINED.

Exp-essions made by somo of those
who were walking in the Spirit about
giving,.up their reason and commoni
serise have been seized on by critics, and
the attempt made to awaken prejudice

against the doctrine of divine guidance
thereby. That it is a fact that said
critics wvouId have illustrated reason and
,common sense botter by oxamining the
subject more carefuily before rushingr
into print or cornmitting themselves as
publie teachers acgainst the subjeet,* ,vill
not lessen this army of opponents.

Now, wve do not take up our peu to
soften or expiain away any of the utter-
ances s0 busily criticised, for we affirmn
that he who would walk in the Spirit
must surrender bis reason and common
sense in a mxanner more complete and
thorougrh than either the expressions
they criticise can ho made to imply or
than even these critics conceive of. The
same principle of surrender which. Jesus
alludes to when fie declares that Hie
that savetb bis life shall lose it, whiist
he that ioseth bis life for His sake shal
save it, is operative bore. Hie that saveth
bis reason and common sense in biý3
abandonment to the Holy Gbost ai the
sole ultimate guide of life loses '.-em,
and in losing them, loses bis ability to
walk in the Spirit.

Abraham is a well-preserved example
of this absolute loss of bot;h. For when
he obeyed the command to sacrifice
Isaac he uecessarily put botb aside and
staked bis temporal and eternal distinies
on the result. So wben we give them
up it is co face the possibility any day
of being called to obey the Spirit under
similar conditions as those in wbich
Abraham was placed. »We may be
called to obey thc Spirit when, witbout
exception, thejudgrmeut of ail in and out
of the Church visible would condemn
the aet of obedience as tinreasonable
and foolisb, and for the periarmance of
whieh we ourselves could not appeýal tc
connected argument. could oniy offer ar
an excuse the knowl.edge of God's wih]

realized in the muner chainbers of the
soul. ilence we cease not to proclaiin
it as the unmistakable teachingr of Christ
that in our consecration to Father, Son
and Hely Ghost reason and coinmnon
sense must be absolutely sureendered.

But this is only one-haif o£ the truth,
for, as the efiet can never be separated
fromn its cause, so the resuit of this per-
fect abaindoment should neyer be lefb
out in the consideration of this subject
Jesus deciared, concerning ail things
surrendered to Hum, that there would bo,
as a necessary resuit or eflèct, an hun-
dred-fold return in kind, coupled wvith
life eternal. True it is that the riatural
man cannot take in this thoughlt in al
its vast meariing, for it can on]y ho
known as an exporience ard by experi-
ence, nevertheless it is literally true as
a whole and in ail its parts. Reason, we
unhesitatingç,ly afflrrn, is neyer at its besb
until after thus abaneloned, and so with
common sense. For they then receive
their true complements, whicb are the
Holy Spirit, and '. 4îen and only then, be-
corne normal, i.e, what God intended
thema to ho. Until this consummation
is reached there is always about them
the consciousness of imperfection. We
niean by this an imperfection which we
feel ouglit not to be. But so soon as
perfected by this above-mentioned
spiritual process, thon that sense of im-
perfection has. vanished, and perfect as
your Father in heaven 's perfect, bas
lost aIl its terrorai and seems but a sim-
ple, accurate description of both.

THEIRE CAN BE INTENSE WORLP-
LINESS WITH YUCH APPARENT
PIETY.

We refer not now to those who weave
piety into a cioak for the covering of un-
godliness, or to those whose real lack of
pietvy is easily seen, but to subtie forms
of worldiiness which escape the notice of
most observers, and seem not even to
attract the attention of the possessors.
Foi worldliness is a thing of the heart,
altbough when it is lodged there it must
, and will exhibit itself in outward forms,
ihowever difficuit of tracing.

1 It eau accompanyall forins of Christian
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