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Vou XXIV.

TORONTO, JUNE 13,

PREACHING ON HIS FATHER'S

GR: VE.

One day, before the time of railroads
and telegraph wires, a traveller, mounted

£

on horseback, pulled up at the inn of an

English village. A man of noble coun-

tenance, tall and slender,
and wearing a long, black
gown. He held the reins a
moment before dismounting
and looked long at the old
brick church, with the ivy
clinging to its windows, and
and at the rectory, too. For
the man was John Weslev:
and the village was the vil-
 lage of Epworth.

He had lived in that rec-
tory when a boy ; his father's
ashes were lying among
the green mounds around
that old church. Next day
was Sanday, and John Wes-
ley wanted to preach in that
churck where his father
used to preach. But the
curate of the church said he

S could not preach there. For
Wesley was well known as a
great preacher, who trav-
clled up and down the coun-
try, preaching to great
crowds in the streets and
ficlds and everywhere. Wes-
ley believed in rousing the
people to give up their lives
of sin, and many of the min-
isters at that time believed

Qthat it was enough if they
just observed the forms of a
religions service and went
to the English Church.

But Wesley decided, if
hey would not let him
preach inside the church,
that he would preach out-
ide. So when the service

over that
riend of his

Moor and told

RWwas morning, a
stood at

!hn !w.-iﬂn

1!

Wes-

that

ey would preach in the gravevard that

fter noon.

When he came t

» preach he

ound that nearly ali the people in Ep

orth had come out to hear him.

It was

e church |

the largest congregation ever seen there.
and Wesley stood up on his father's tomb.
that all the people might hear, as he

WESLEY'S

John Wealey's

CHILDHOOD.

early childhood was

talked of the salvation that Jesus had | Spent amid the atmosphere of the quiet

brenght to men. Many of the people were  village of Epworth.

The Weslev hame

so touched that they were won for Christ, | was one where religion reigned, where
and through all the next week John Wes- high culture

WESLEY

FATHER'S GRAVY.

lev preached everv day on lis

im::l\'t"_ \'r-r_v soon socicties of Method:
were formed the
hood, and the people ro longer had to wor
| ship according to the forms of the Angli-

| can Church.

thronghout neighbour
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shed its refining influences.
where inteiligent common-
sense guided day after day,
where mutual Lelpfulness
was inculeated, and  where
mutual happinesa was the
constant aim.

The example of a
arly father wes ever hefore
the children, infly
ence of a cenltured mn dher
was always felt: but above
all wae a spirituality that
never wawned. Such an at
mosphere was favouralle to
soholarship  and  religion.
and it i1s n#t surprising that
out of that home came great
scholars and Chris-
?iﬁn’- i ,’,

The father was a greater
foree than ha=
been supposed. but it was
the mother who exerted the
greatest influence upon the
childrén in early life. She
was their first and best
teacher. A marvellons
téacher she must have been.
as may be seen from the
fact that in a =ingle lesson
on the fifth birthdav of the
child,

schol-

and the

great

sometimes

she enabled eae)
child, except one, to master
the entire alphabet.

Childres
hildren with suel

and with such traini
John Wedev
ten vears and a little mos

Probably John  receiven

sywnt

special attention, for two vears after he
had been rescted from a fiervy death hi

mother wrote in

the book i1

corded her private meditatio
1

intend te be more

particularly carefu

the scal of this child, that thou hast =,




