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TuIE MARIIIAGE Q.UESTION.

f Marriage accordingr to the seriptures was the first institution that
God gave the world, and although its requirtements are rninutely

1pointed out, yet stili there exists a cousiderabie différenue of opinion
as to how soîne of its laws arc to be understood. The part %ve pro-

Ipose to mnake soine rcinarks iupon is thîs,5: Are menibers of thc churcli 1
jboind by the lay to ima-rry oîîly nienibt'rs of the cbutrch

There are niany Nvho coutend titat it is a sin for a meniber to îuarry
fout of the chareS. anid that the person so of'fen)ding ni,îst bc eut off

1 fri the body; cthers think it venial, and that a re-proof befoere al
is suiffiecut. Titere are othiers who tiîk that the whole of Adarn's
posterity ia-Ve the liberty of ehoice as 'to who they nîay be iînarried
to. In soîne chaurches when a case of this nature- occurs, *c is agitatcdI
until ail parties are wiling to let it, drop. There it reomains until
another cornes up. It is again agitated, anad with the saine ros8ult.s.
There are otherji who thiîîk that the nature of tlîis argument is sucli
that it cannot bc decided by the scriptîîres. As it is very desirable
that unaninîity in ail things should prevail amongst us, in order to
obtain thi8 the following, reinarkis ai-e made upon sine of the proofsJ
brought forward by those wliî, eontend that to niarry out of the
ohurch is a sin.

The first proof that la generally qii&.ed is from Gen. vi: . The
sons of God saw the daughîters of inen that thîey wcre fair; and took:
thcrn wives of ail whichi they ehîcose.1 INow aceording to rny nind
this quotation is decidedly aigaiiist the theory of thiose who quote it, I
but as there is considerable strestt put on it, we will offer a few re-
marks. -

The first rennark is, Who -werc the sons of God alluded to ? Adaîn
was a son by ecation, and ail lus posteritv in a temnpor-al point of
view are sons of God. The apostle says ieare also ilis offspring.

IThe mcin ini the first, vers2e and the sons of God in the second, the re
c3fl be no doubt as to tiiere beingr the posterity of Ada-ti, and the

seipurs onot inform us that the descendants of Cain ihreJtheir fathers' mnark;, but the seriptuî-es do inforin us thtat "-tfie son
shall not heur the iniquity of the fatlher" so that the descendants càf
Cain and thie descendants of Seth were upon equal standing ini
t[îe sight of God. and we have it aI.-o mientioned in this quotatioln tlîat 1
the ixstitut:on of iarriage had taken effeet, anîd the resuit was tlîat

ie began to multipiy on the face of thue earth. not by ereation as
was Adamn and EVe, but by the natural mneans that God lias appoint-
ed. There is abso another important fact incntioned àn tlihs, portion t

fof soripture, and that is, thînt the antediluviaits eiijnyed tlue F"berty of
marrving " ail which they chose." hl

TheP neit quotation is the law that prevniicd anongs the ws
'where iuterniarriage is pi-olibitcd wi thte naitions aroiiid thecin -
but as they are a distinct people froin ail otitor nations. and liad Iaw-s
peculiar te theunsch-es, %ve will not at presont offr a;îy rcuiarks on
this.

ht appears that those Who agitatte this question under review, hase
:thleir whele argument upen the last clause of 1 Cor. vii : 29 ; bnt ex


