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“ THE CHRISTIAN BANNER.

. this,

their whele argument upon the last clanse of 1 Cor. vii: 39; bat 23 !

THE MARRIAGE QUESTION.

Marriage according to the scriptures was the first inciitution that
God gave the world, and although its requircments are minutely
pointed out, yet still there exists a considerable difference of opinion
as to how some of its laws are to be understood. ‘The part we pro-
pose to make some remarks upon is this: Are members of the church
bound by the law to marry only members of the church ?

There are many who contend that it is a sin for a eember to marry
out of the church, and that the person so offending mnst be cut off
from the body; cthers think it venial, and that a reproof before all
is sufficient. There are others who think that the whole of Adam’s
posterity have the liberty of choice as'to who they may be married
t0. In some churches when a case of this nature occurs, "¢ is agitated
until all parties are willing to let it drop. There it remains until
another comes up. Itis again agitated, and with the same results.
There are others who think that the nature of this argument is such
that it cannot be decided by the scriptures. As it is very desirable
that unanimity in all things should prevail amongst us, in order to
obtain this the following remarks are made upon some of the proofs
brought forward by those whq eontend that to marry out of the
church is a sin.

The first proof that is gencrally quoted is from Gen. vi: 2. ¢ The
sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair, and took |
them wives of all which they choose.” Now aceording to my mind, |
this quotation is decidedly against the theory of those who quote it,
but as there is considerable strese put on it, we will offer a few re-

marks.
The first remark is, Who werc the sons of God alluded to? Adam

was a son by creation, and all his posterity in a temporal point of
view are sons of God. The apostle says * we arcalso his offspring.”
The men in the first verse and the sons of Gud in the sccond, thers
can be no doubt as to there being the posterity of Adam, and the
scriptures do not inform us that the descendants of Cain inherited
their fathers’ mark ; but the scriptures do inform us that “the son
shall not bear the iniquity of the father” so that the descendants of
Cain and the descendants of Seth were upon equal standing in
the sight of God, and we have it also mentioned in this quotation that

the institut.on of marriage had taken effect, and the result was that
men began to multiply on the face of the earth, not by creation as
was Adam and Eve, but by the natural means that God has appoint-
ed. There is also another important fact mentioned in this portion
of seripture, and that is, that the antediluvians enjoyed the 'berty of
marrying “all which they chose.”

The next quotation is the law that prevailed amongst the Jews
where intermarriage is prolibited with the nations around them;
but as they are a distinct peopls from &ll other nations. and had laws
peculiar to themselves, we will not at present offer any remarks on
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It appears that those who agitate this question under review, base

vy



