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fnd ail unworthy miedicail practi-
tioner in a greut city, but you do
flot on thiat accounit conidenin a noble
profession. Voin mai' see the umane
of a mierchiant on tuie board of a
bogus company, but you do not
therefore conclude that ecry inercli-
antis a swvindlcr. ht is liot usual
to judge an)' body by its camp follon'-
ers excel)t the Chutrchi of Christ,
whichi toits under hiaif the reprnbates
in ilhe country. ht is preposterous
10 assign every checat and vagabond
Io religlion, and bo assume that al
irreligious peop)le are h ighi-i ndcd
and hionourab)le Your liundred nîay,
of course include a Peter whio ivill
on occasion deny Christ, a johin %v'ho
,on occasion ivili caîl down fire on a
Samiaritan villiage ; ibiose arc imper-
fect Clîristians. They miust be ac-
cepted, but we firmly reptudiate judas.

Let our fniend also remiember thiat
no on Ol ales tlicir faîlts s0 mnucl as
Christians (Io themselves. Here
actually is a religions person, lie
says. wlio is cursed witb a fiery
tenîper; hiere is a:îotlîcr whio lias a
forbidding manncr; hiere is a third
who- is not alw-avs stra-igb:iforivard.
Aniazing- discovery! 'Th1ese people
-ire not perfect, and 3'et dare 10 cal
tlhemscslvcs Christians. Oîîe would
imiagine thiat a sweet teniper and
geinte courtesy and perpcluial cand-
dor were the ruie over ail the worid.
WVorse failings than these may be
azdiuied-that thlere are Christian
mcen wlho by nature are revengeful,
seffishi, Iinsîful. But ail iblis is beSide
the question. Wl'ho evcr said thiat
Christiaus werc peifect or cxp)ccted
to, be very rapidly perfect? l'le
Gospels mnake no suchi claini. Whlat
is contended is sinîply ibis, that
cvery religious manî is asliamed of
biis fauits, and is flbting against
thecir powver with ail] bis nmigbt and
iil the hIclp of bis Saviour. Have

you bcii as q::ick to sec the fighît as
you liave been to sec the fil? Voin

]lave scen hînii yeild ; do yoni kilo%%
]li- ofie:î lie lias: resisted ? Voin
]lave nol gone home iih Iimi and
entere-d blis rooni wvith Iimii, and seen
Ii:ni oni bis knices and hecard blis crics
for iiercy and for deliverance. "fis
the liard and strentious struggle afier
>ettcr tbingis which proves religion.

Lt proves life. If yoiu sec a picce of
wood carried down a streani, yOLI
think nothing of it ;'tis a Io- going
down witlh the current. t -.otild
be strange if a Io- did otberivise.
But if you sav a log miaking ils way
up strzani, howvever slowly. youi %ould
take nlotice, and say, M.\y eyes have
dccived nie ; ibis is îîot a log.
Whiat gocs against tnc current, pa-
tiently and perseveringly, is soine-
thing cisc than a log; it mlust be a
living thing. Going iviîlî the streamn
is nature. Goinggin,.iist the streain
imans g: dcc. Takze the miost glar-
ing and painful fault of aniy religions
manî iii Bible Ibistorv as anr illustra-
tioni-David's faili. YOU can lookat
ibis lamentîiablc eve:it froin two sides.
Condenmn David for treacliery a;id
falsehlood and impuriiy ; you bave
simply said lic %vas vcry like other
kings of luis day. But tbere îs ail-
otlber chapter, and you must not
close thec case till it bc rcad. It is
the fifty-first Psalnmi. By universal
consent tbere neyer ivas sncli a burst
of repentance hleard of in the world.
1-fere is the pcnhiarity ; otlier nien
liave sinned as David sinncid, but
las every mani repeiited like iii?

*Ihe fail ii easily accounîced for ; il
is human :but the repentance-can
you account for tbis? It is divine.

Besides, ]et our f,icnd, not fall mbt
another mistakze ini forming blis judg-
mient. Do flot takze an irreligious
man i aibis best, and, conîpaire hlin

wiha religions iiîan at bis worst, and
thon say tiere is notbincg iii religion.
This is a piece of shinuiefuil injustice.
T1hcre: are mleail moments iii every
mîan'!j life, wben the miercury gocs


