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A hyumn having been sung,

The Hey. Owad Crans offered up prayer,

The Cusarrsax snid, he thought the present meeting,
and those which were to follow it, formed a beautiful
sequel to the solesin observances of the Fast day, and
he earnestly boped that God wonld fullew them with
His chvicest blessings,  Among the many fostitutions
whose suectiags were about tu be held, the Chinese
Evangelisation Society had a peealiar claim upon the
Christiun public, Chinn occupied about a third of the
habitable globe; yet till withfa o few years little or

notbing bad heen done towsrdssprending the Guspel in,

that empive.  The present remnarkable movement going
onin Chinn gave the Socivty an interest and inportance
which it might otherwise not possess. Formerly Mis-
sivnaries ere precluded from entering the empire; but
at present the door was opened, and the Christians of

The events, he said, sow passing inChina were ealling
the atttention of all persous to that conntry. Not loug
ago, it was in~zcemible to Protestant efinrt, and many
prayers were put up that its despotic rulers would per-
wit Christinns to laud upon itsshores and endeavour to
evangelise its people. Dat they dreaded intercourse
with Buropeans, and did all they couid to exclude thewm.
Attempis were then made to estabilich Missions for the

fhenefit of Chinese emigrunts, of whom there were about
700,000 in neighbouring countries. The London Mis-
sionnry Society began the worlk, and hed Missioparies
at Singagpore, along the const of Malacea, and ot Java,
where they had access 46 the Chinese who, through po-
verty or other circumstoances, hod left their own coun.
try.
Thus, the language waslearned, s dictionary compil-
ed, and the translation of the Scripturescficeted, Menrn-
while, political events were transpiring which very

England were imperatively called upon o enter they
ficld and promulgate the Gosped of Clirist ty the millions, inuch changed the aspect of the conntry.  Englishmen,
of Chinese ?h'iu’ 1buf, fur t(llncir exeriions, ux'}‘gl»t Srummu for t)lsc iizke ({)f amasiilug grent \:onéth, bforc%d gpon the
in a state of darkness and degradation, The Suciety,people the sbomioable opium trade, by which means
way therenghly unsvetarian 3%: its character, nd m{xﬁthey poisaned, demoralised, and murdered, the people by
agescy it cuployed was the hest caleuluted to achivve, tens of thousands, After the drug had been prohibited
the results wb which it aimed  The mudical clement by law, it would in all probability not have been cul-
which the Sucicty hud recugnised sud acted upon was tivated, unless the trade had been forced upon the Chi-
in the highest degree useful, and was indecd similar to,nese by Epglishmen. He knew no trade more detesta-
that which the Lord himself adopted when be was onjble than that, except the trade which other Europeans
earth. Considering the impurtance of the Soecietic’s calling themselves Chiristinns had carried on along the
work, its iucuie, instusd of being only £2,000, onght cost of Africa, where they bought men and women,
1o be ot least £20,000, every shilling of which wounld [Hesh and muscle, aud mind, and seid ia return gunsand
in: ruguired u','l garry vut the p}ljuns which the lustitutivn ix?p!hcmcnts of wutfare t% taklc morﬁ slaves. \;Et Ot&t
asin view. The great want, however, (as was the ense;of that very trade beneficial results swere produced.
with all uf.hc{.; Sﬁ&clcﬁivs} Hay thfut of Migsionnr ugcuts:;l'hc Chincs(.?(l;uvemmct;lt cc;xl(} ;u:it dcftcgld tfx:ei‘x;l costs
tu go inte the dark corners of the carth, This waot, from simugpeling, and they lighted on the notable ex-
could only be wet by Chuistians “praying the Lord of pedient otL" {r’n%tkigé the inugcegt suffer for the guiliy;
the karsest that e would send forth lubouters uity his, they svized British merclhants, and the representative
banuut.;; ]li’}uzt furduz; remiwm{w of Cbristinu{; in t!xis,off Iblcr ?;nju.,iy, put them ia priﬁonh an@ declaived, that
respest he believed there would be an abundance of | if they gdid not take care that all the opivm was given
iabluururs fur the work ; and this fact, he hoped, \wum:up, i!xycy should be starved to death. The Engligh re-
stimulate them to be more and more earnest in their, preseatative was obllged to guarantee the delivering
appeals to the Throne of Grace for the Divine blessing ,up of the opium, and a milion and a half of money was
on their operations in foreign lands, (Applause.) paid to the opium traders in order to comply with the
Mr. Bix, the Sceraterny, then read theanuual Report. [contract.  Our Government, justly considering this
{t %m‘zln}cucc!;l with an arcki:xowlcdgemcnt sef gratitude ?x’caclé gi’ thehlaw of nations ?5 ;\ casus belli, %egxlandcd
0 (xod Tor the success of the past year. Since thelast, from China the repayment of the money; and the war
anoual meeting, it is stated 21:1;)1!, th‘zce new Missionm‘ics:\\'hich ensued in cgnécqucnce of that dc):’x;andlcd to the
had heen engaged, twe of whom Lad already left Eng- opening of five consular cities, and the cession of an
land for the scene of their intended labours, and the important island to the British Crown. The Govern-
third (Mr. Parker) would sail in o few days for Shan-,ment, however, culpably omitted to stipulate, s they

ghoe.  Inaddition to Buropean ageuts, six colporteurs,
selected by Mr. Lobseheisd, were cmployed in distributing
the Scriptures and racts; and i many places they bad
been Kindly recived. The Sociefy had also assisted the
Rev, 1. J. Roberts to proseeute his labours, He had
received an invitation from the rebel Chief to preach
the Gospel to his soldiers; but, after two attempts to
reach the camp, hie was obliged to desist. In his last
report, he stated that he had distributed 6,920 copies
of the Scriptures and religious tracts. Defore the end

;might bave done, for the protection of Missionaries in
;China—that liberty being subscquently obtained by a
Freuch Ambassador, o Roman Catholic, and an Ameri-
canrepresentative. Theresuliwas, that little churches
were tormed at Rong-Kouvg, Shanghae, Amoy, Canton,
and Macao, and it was hoped, that some of the Christi-
ans thus asembled would find their way into the inte-
3rior of the country, and carry the Gospel with them.
i (Hear) By this time Guizlaff had comvleted his irans-
iation of the Scriptures. At this very period (English-

t
!

of the year, the Society hoped to be able to print the,men apd Americans being entirely ignorant of the
entire Scriptures in Chinese (Gutziuffs version). In- matter) there arose in the province of Quang-si, the
structious to that cffict had been sent vut toCling ; and, ,most remote proviace, 2,000 miles from Pekin, a Chief
in the mean tinw, 16,000 copies of the Psalms were 1o, who stirred up the mountaineers toinsurrection against
be printed,  The funds received during the past year, theTavtar Government. Theinsurgentsgathered force;
cxlubited a remarkable increase, amounting to £1,7 ssfihey were everywhere fconoclasts, breaking down ol
9s. 7d., or upwards of £1,000 mare than the < . ¢ *ceiv- images whereever they went. The result of the insur-
ed in the previous sear,  The expenditure misuuated to rection wad pretty well known, and there secmed but
£1,727 6s. 1§d.; and the balance in hand, to £333 6s.,little deubt of Pekin falling into the hands of the new
1id, : ) Chicf. But, whatever might be the result of the com-

The Hon. and Rev. Barrist Nozrn moved :— ing struggle, which he belicved would be the decisive
. “That as the Society is cvangelical and urseciavian, one. all the Empire south of the Yellow River (larger
in its basis, and as both harmony angd unavimity have, than France, England, sad Germany) was lost to the
hitherto prevailed on the buard of management, and no, Torter dynasty for ever. Tuere was nothing, then, to
practieal difficulty hos been experienced from the com-  hinder Britisk Christians from acting at once on China.
bination of various denominations in carrying out its, The insurgents recognized the Bible as & divine book,
plans; this meeting cordially recemmends the Society  worshiped one God called themselves followers of Jesua
_ %o the confidence of the fricuds of Missious.” lChrist, and were exceedingly moral in their conduct.,



