
"'HE ENSTRUCTOR.

ed ti. suri. lt was iearly obîclrerl hY the
otiier ,photo, and by the clanuds îvlich, clad in
r1orny light, %votre sailiîîg fitfolly hy. A fter a

little %vhile, 1 retlred to my apattnîeîît. but
for nearly an hour %vas totallv bliîîd. Novi,

iny beloved friends, that mighty Orb, eveil
wvhon, as at this pre.scnt, it çails ini uclouded

inajesty ahove u,, tlîrowuîîg its flioc oif light
upan i te far off niountains. the arid desart. the
fer..:le valley, or the heaving main. ihat glori.

ous orb is but a ftint spark at the foot oif the

Oniniptent-a diioily lighited lamp. feebly

glilonoerinLi on the oter verge of that trans-

c-tudonit world, whose glories are tunseen -l'id
eternal

P>ALESTINE.

Afcer becomaiig acquitti witlo onr n

native land, it scems )f' pecuiliar moment tliat
wve make diligent searchi for ktioledge relating

to the Holy Landi, or P>alestine. The reasons

for this consist ini the tact. timat many orf tîxe

most important mor)ial truths of the Bible are

ilitistrated bv a referenccto tlie natural hiistory,

&?c., of tlîat portion of the globe.

P'alestine vvas lormcrly far .ý%ore fertile titan

ut present. This is owing te the miserable
st.ote of vassalage in wlîicli its inliabitants are

niow ihel, together %vith the devastating effects

oif pierpetuial wars. %it'n tic exception, lioty*
ever. of somne mouritainous districts about

.lertisalcm, tlic spontaneous productions are

rich and nuinerous. l.igs, vines anti olives,
are found among tle limle-atone rocksotf Judea.

Canaan is saidte to have been a landi .flowig
%vith snilk anti honey,' and nowv answers tlois

description, contaiîiingy as it tocs ricli anti ex-
tensive pasture-lands, ani yielding from are-
inatit plants ta the %vilà ibecs, %vhich hive in thc
haollovi of the rocks, such abondance of honey
asto supply the poorer classes ivitli that article
oif food. Delicious wine is producei i some
districts. andi the valîcys bear plentiful crops oif
tobacco, wheat, barlcy, andi millet. Tacitus
comipires boUs the climate andi sou to thilse of

Italy, andi kpecifies the palno.tree andi balsatm-
trec as Civiiig tlie co.tntry dîi ativantage' over
bis own.

The country alitiot Jerico was cdL'ebratcd
for its bals-tni; bot Gileati was the counttry
ini wviicli it chiefly abounticîl; hence the naine
-battu oif Gile-at. Very little attention lias
bec;, paiti to thîe ciltivatiozi of balsam, or in-.
deeti aîsy thine cIsc. since tlîe country has
fallen under the Turkisli dominion. Some
indigenous productionîs have eithier disappear..
cd. or are confined to narromi districts-

'l'lie minerais i net exliibit a rich variety;
[ren is found in Uie mauintain range of Li-
bailus.

Generally speaking, Uie clinoate is mild and
salulrious. î lie sky is tusùally cloutileas in
Nlayq Jue, .luly aîîd &ugust, but d4utitg
tlîe iight 'dic eartlî is moistened by a copious
andl refresliingy dcv. Dîring other parts oif
the year tiero ix îîo deficiency of raiti; andi ta
duis ci rcumeitance is to be chieily aittributed tise
fertUlity of Pailestine, in the absence of spr.ingsq.
rie strcams Nvith * hicli itis watereti, with
the exceptie;' of thoe river Jordan. are brooks
or torrcents feti by the copious pei itidical ra*ns.-
Tite Jordan;, froni tlîis cause, formerly rose
periudically above its banks.

Whetlîer it has worn for itself a deeper chano-
nel, or diacharges its superfluous water by
soule otlier means, or lias nt se much as fo-r..
nicrly te discliargre, is not ascertaineti, -butithe
rise is oct now suffcient te produce inana-
tion.

In Zoology the Seriptores familiarly.refer
te thîe lion. tlîe %volf, te fox, the epd,.5
hart, jacksall, atid %vild boar, wxhicli leati -oné~
te suppose that tlîey were native animalrw.
The wilder animais, loowever, have inoostly
disappeareti. The horse does nat appear.tbi
have corne into use until after the timeoft
Solom.on, aîîd stili a greater use was triade rt
this animnal after the retorn of the Jewtj front
l3abylon; f .. '_ -

lai Oruitliology, the eaRle, the vutu'ei -thse
cormorant, bittero, stork, owl, pigeon, &wal-
low, dovc5 &c. werejamiliar tti'fhe"Jiwi;-


