THE INSTRUCTOR.
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ed the sun. It was nearly obscured by the
other sphere, and by the clouds which, cladin
loomy light, were sailing fitfully by. Aftera
little while, I retived to my apattment, but
for nearly an hour was totally blind. Now,
my beloved friends, that mighty orb, even
when, as at this present, it sails in unclonded
majesty ahove us, throwing its flaod of light
upon the far off mountains. the arid desart, the
feri.le valley, or the heaving main. that glori-
ous orb is but a faint sparkat the foot of the
Omnipotent —a  dimly lighted lamp, feebly
glimmering on the outer verge of that trans-
candont world, whose glories are unseen and
eternal !’

PRATELE,
PALESTINE.

After becoming acquainted with our own
pative land, it scems of peculiar momeant that
we make diligent search for knowledge relating
to the Holy Land, or Palestine. The reasons
for this consist in the fact, that many of the
mast important moral truths of the Bible are
illustrated by a referenca to the natural history,
&c., of that portion of the globe.

Palestine was formerly far sore fertilethan
at present. This is owing te the miserable
state of vassalage in which its inhabitants are
now held, together with the devastating effects
of perpetual wars. With the exception, how-
ever, of some mountsinous districts about
Jerusalem, the spontaneous productions are
rich and numerous. IYigs, vines and olives,
are found among the lime-stone rocks of Judea.
Canaan is said to-have been aland *flowing
with milk and honey,” and now answers this
description, containing as it does rich and ex~
teusive pasture-lands, and yielding from aro-
matic plants to the wild bees, which hive it the

hollow of the rocks, such abundance of honey |

asto supply the poorer classes with that article
of food. Delicious wine is produced in some
districts, and the valleys bear plentiful crops of
tobacco, wheat, barley, and millet. Tacitus
compires both the climate and soil to those of

Ltaly, and specifies the palmetree and balsam-
tree as giving the country an advantage over
his own, N

‘The country about Jerico was celebifated
for its balsuw s but Gilead was the colutry
in which it chiefly abounded 3 hence the name
—balm of Gilead. Very little attention has
been paid to the caltivation of balsam, or ina
deed any thing else, since the country has
fallen under the Turkish dominion. Some
indigenous productions have either disappeare
ed, or are confined to narrow districts.

The minerals d» not exhibit a rich variety:
[ron is found in the mountain range of Lie
banus. 7

Generally speakiag, the climate is mild and
salubrious. 'The sky is usually cloudless in
May, Juue, July and August, but during
the night the earth is moistened by a copigus
and refreshing dew. Ducing other parts of
the year there is no deficieucy of rain; and to
this circumstanceis to be chiefly attributed the
fertility of Palestine, in the absence of springs,
[he streams with which itis watered, with
the exception of the river Jordan. are brooks
or torrents fed by the copious peiiodical rains.
The Jordan, from this cause, formerly rose
periudically above its banks.

Whether it kas worn for itselfa deeper chan=
nel, or discharges its superfluous water by
some other means, or has not so much as fors
merly to discharge, is not ascertained, -butithe
rise is not now suffcient to produce ipundas
tion, '

la Zoology the Scriptures familiarly-refer
to the lion. the wolf, the fox, the leopardys?
hart, jackall, and wild boar, which lead ond®
to suppose that they were native animalsw
The wilder animals, however, have mostly
disappeaved. The horse does uot appear.ty’
have come into use until after the time of
Solomon, and still 2 greater use was made af
this animal after the return of the Jew; from
Babylon: N 4

In Oruithology, the eagle, the vulture, the
cormaorant, bittern, stork, ow!, pigeor‘z, swal-
low, dove, &c. were familiar to-thes-Jews:




