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THE OIL WELLS 0F MECICA.

by Dit. J. SINEWnERUY.

Wvithin the past wveek I have made a pilgrimage to Mecca,
-oiewhat to rny edifleation, and now perhaps you wvou1d bc in-
terrested iii a vei-y biief description of this ncwly found Ilcity of
the v)roftt."

This modern Mecea is, as you. Rre perhaps aware, situateci near
the centre of Trumbuil county, ten miles north-east of Warren.
Till recently-like, so niany towns on the Reserve, and their pro-
totypes, the farîning towns of New Eiigland-sinply the pleasant
and very quiet home of a peacefuil and thrifty rural population.
In March l'ist, however, the OUl Springs, wvbich bad been well
known. to the inhabitants for flfty years, and from their contami-
nating influence on the, water, regard1ed as anything but a bless-
ingy-a«ttracted the attention of some Pennsylvanians, whose eyes
lhad been opened by the wvonders of Oil Creek. These parties
lcased from. the proprietors most of the lands in the vieinity of
the springs and wells containing oil. In the face of gener-al in-
credulity and much ridicule, a wvell wvas bored at Powers' Corners
bv 'Messrs. Bumneli, Jordan &ç Woods, and ai pump set in it sonie
snx wveeks since. This bias continued to discharge three or four
barrels of oil daily, front that time to, the present, silencing ridi-
cule but producing littie excitement.

Man,,ty were encouraged to bore on titeir lots, and two iveeks
ago to-day the second purnp 'was put in operation. This wvas

owned by two Germans Nyho were quite, poor, and who bad strug-
gled on, nearly discouraged, until their somcwhat rude machinery
could bo put in motion. Withi the flrst strokze of the pump th-,
oul began toflow, as it has donc steadily since, at the rate of about
twenty-five gallons per liour, or from 12 to 16 barrels per day.
ViRe propric-tors are nraised from their poverty and despondence to ai
p)oint far above theirýwildest hopes. After seeing the oil flow'ing
hii a copions and steady streanm, and the triumphait success of the
experinent demonstrated, one of them turned to the crowd, and
cairied iway by bis feelings., said, I tell you nowv, genitlemen, if
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