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An Interesting Document.

Below we give a facsimile and translation of
the Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada by

an essay on Life Assurance, written specially for

the late Li Hung Chang. The recent death of

this eminent Chinese stateman, adds interest to the essay.
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(Translation.)

In ancient times, Chao Ping-Ching explained
the meaning of the words Chein fa, used by
Mencius, as meaning, to collect and distribute,
that is, to collect in time of plenty in anticipa-
tion of days of want. The idea is an excellent
one.

Ching-Kung said: ‘“Do not consume the
crop of the present year till that of the next
is assured.”

The philosopher Chu advocated the storing
of grain against times of famine. There have
been many schemes to this end, and some of
them good ; some have failed.

During the past century, the power and
wealth of the world has centred in the West.
What is the cause of this? It is partly due
to the adoption of machinery, and partly to the
growth of international law and the develop-
ment of commercial institutions.

Take the matter of assurance. There is assur-
ance against the risks of the sea, against losses
by fire ; and there is also life assurance. When
I first heard of life assurance, I was unable
to understand it, but upon giving the matter
careful attention I realized thet it was simply
an exemplification of the philosophy of prepara-
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tion, in the times of pler ty, for days of adver-
sity, as propounded by Chiao ¥ ing Ching in his
commentary on the words of the sage Mencius,

In the second moon of this year, I received
imperial commands to visit the great countries
of Europe and America, and on behalf of my
Emperor express to the governments of those
countries his continual friendship and good
feeling, as well as to make a study of the chief
institutions of the various countries.

Traveling on the same steamer, I met the
Asiatic manager of the Sun Life Assurance
Company of Canada. We talked together, and
I found him familiar with the ideas elucidated
from the classics of Mencius by Chao Ping-
Ching and our philosopher Chu. He informed
me that he was going to Singapore on business
for his Company, and when we were about
to part he asked me to write a few words in
commendation of assurance, and I have there-
fore personally composed and written the fore-
going.

L1 HunG CHANG,
Ambassador of the Emperor of China,
Grand Secretary.

Grand Tutor and Guardian to the Heir
Apparent,

Earl of the First Grade




