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The Lield,

Grain Stacking,

“ That farmer i3 a sloven,”™ s an observation fre.
quently called forth in Britain, by the gpectacle of 2
farm bomestead disgraced by the presence of badly-
constructed, half-covered geata stacks. As the slack-
yard in the old couniry, at the ead of mtumn, gen-
erally represents the greater portion of the labour
of muen and horses for a twelve month, the sweeping
verdict, in the majority of casrs, is prolyy well merit-
ed. A mar whoactz onthe “ throngh-by-the.near
est” principle with the resulls can bardly be expect-
¢d o be over carefnl and pains-taking wita the means
which lead fo them. X i3 often amusing to observe
the bungling attempts at deception. in rvespect to the
slackyard, with which the slovenly farmer endeavours
te deecive the public, and gain, if possibie, o better
chavacter for his management than it deserves, If
the steading ig situated neav a highway the following
ruse i3 repeated—with a perseverance worthy o bot-
ter object—year after year. A row of pretty well
built stacks, finished off with a studied pretension to
neatness and tidiness, occupies the side next to the
public road. and a number of wretchedly-made stacks
bring up the rear.  Generally the good looking
stacks are hailt prelty closely together, and are some-

what taller than *heir unkempt, tatlerderalion com-
panions behind them, which they are designed {o
concenl. The frick i3 invariably s failure, for the
gauat, iflshapen heaps refuse (o be hiddea. In spile
of every precantion, they most provokingly peep

through the front rank or * dress cirele,”” and exhi-
bit their ehaggy sides, slovenly head-dress, and un-
gainly proportions, to every observer.

Carcless farmers who are in the habit of rearing
wncouth misshapen stacks, Hable tv be upset by a
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puf of wind, or thoreughly drenched by & day’s raln,
should remember {hat the litfle extra labour neces-
gary to produce a well-proportioned and secure sfack,
i3 saore than vepald by the superiority of the fodder,
resuliing from its being protected from the weather,
By the aid of some illusivations we bope to show that
the proper construction of a grain.stack is an easy
task, and within {he compass of any person who bas
a pair of willing bands, and a moderate ghare of in-
tolligence to guide them.

On most well-managed farms grain is stacked on a
stand or frame work supported by pillars. This
serves the threefold purpose of prescrving the stack
fram the depredations of rats and miee, of profecting
jt from the moistare of the ground, and of admitting
the air from below to circulate throngh its body, sad
{o maintain it in sweet and sound condition. Various
materials may be cmployed for its construction. In
many districts in England, the frame and pillats are
compeseq cotirely of iron. In others the foame work
is of wood, ard the pillars are stone ; while in some,
frame and pillars are constructed wholly of timber.
Of course the last-named method conld be most casily
sdopted in this country. The process of stack-build-
ing, whether a stand is used or a site formed on the
ground, is preciscly the same. A couple of shoavet
are seb up againgt cach other in the middle of the sta.
thel, and other two against their sides. Sheaves are
then piled regularly round this nucleus with a g




