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The Hield,

Proparation of Potato Seed.

.. A correspondent enquires .—** YWhat is the proper
E’i}cthod of proparing potato secds from the potato
';Salls or apples, as they are valled, so as to have them
Egt to sow? Should they be washed out of the glu-
‘tinous atuff in which they are enveloped, and then
E_dricd, or merely sjucczed out without washing, and
#hen dried »

The method usually pursued 1s to wash the seeds

£lean from the pulp, and then thoronghly dry them
!;cforc sowing. In tho fall, the berrics or apples of
$he old stock arc hung in a warm room, and toward
£he end of winter the sced 13 washel out, dried, and
Preservelin a dry place, in eluth or paper bags, untid
wowing time,
% Som: prefer tubing the all oz apple when perfectly
#pe, drying 1t, and disengaging the secd by rnb-
?ing it out with the hand  When this course1s taken,
thosead is preservedin bags, in a dry place, until
spring, precisely as is done on the other method.

We infer from the tenor of our correspondent's
queries, that he has the balis or apples in therr entire
state, a1d that they are more or less moist, soas to
admit of squzezing.  He will do well at once to wash
out the sced, dryt, and have 1t ready for use,

Though our correspondent’s enquiries catend no
farther, we may as woll bricflv miention the methods
practiced 1n rasing the yoans plants, anl obtumng
tuv..~ worthy of cultare. In order to get aslarge
tubers as possible the first year, some have recourse
to hot-bed culture  Very mo lerate heat1s got up,
and the seed sown in drills, about hali an iach
depth and nine mches apart  Water 18 given pretty
freely, and'carth drawn alout the stems of the young
plants until they are a few nches 1 height, when,
having been gradually accustumed to the ordinar
temperature of the ar, they arc transplanted to the
open ground, set in rows, and earthed up in the usual
way Thoonly advantage of thisplan isthat the
aced being sown carlier, the young potatocs grow to
a larger size than when the entire growth 1s obtamned
out of doors.

In out-door culture, it 13 usual to sow the scel a
little closer than i the hot-bed. Half an inch deep
and six inches apart, 13 the common rule The plants
are weeded 80 s00n as they can be distinguished,
and a little carth is drawn up to their stems  When
threcnches in height, they aro transpianted mnto
hills, sixteen inches apart cach way, and carthel up
two or three times durisg thus fature growth,

The tabers uf every seelling should he kept sepa-
rate. Scarcely two will be of nular habut and qual-
ity Most of them will be comparatively worthless
A few will be good, and still fewer excellent, Only
such should be preserved as arc of superior size, fla-
vor and prodactivencss, It has been conidentiy

stated, as an indication of these yualitics during the
growing stage of the plant, that a rough, uncven sur-
face in the fuliage, whch 1n cxcess constitutes ** the
curl,” is an unfailing sign of a good potato, while
smooth and polished leaves indicate inferionty, if not
worthlessness. -

It requires no small patience and Judgment to oni-
gmate a potato really worth cultivating  Success
must not be too readily taken for granted. A varnety
should b, thoroughly tested before 1ts excellencies
are Llaz: zed forth mn advertisements. Any one who
undertakes to experiment in this fine of things will
arrive at appreciation and almiration of the perse-
vering laburs of uthers why have given chosce vart-

cties of potatocs to the world, before he will achieve 1

distinction m this direction hemseli  We do not
make these remarhs to discourage endeavors by any
means, but s.mp’; to suggest to experimenters the
wisdom and propricyy of counting the cost of the un-
dertaking  What man has done man can do, and
just asthere are as good fish in the sea as ever came
out of 1t, s0 assuredly thero are as good potatoes to
be onginated an the future as have ever been pro-
duced in the past, and possibly bester.

The Wasto of Fexnces.

We crnmend the following scasible article fiom
the V. Y. Tunes, to the serious attention of our
readers. It deals with a subject to which we have
often adverted, and to the practical consideration of
whirh the entire farming community must sooner or
later wake up:—

It is certairly within the bounls of fact to state
that the absolute cost of fences in the Umted States
15 equal to tho value of all the hive stock kept upon
the farms  But, unfortunately, this vast sum does
not include the annual loss anising from the waste of
land consequent upon our costly system of feneing,
which, weluding the damage done to crops by the en-
couragement of weeds and therr encroachment upon
our ficlds, Wi, doubtless, reach every year to fully
aix per centl. upon the cost of the fences, and thus
will represent a capital sum equal tathatcost Then
the value of the fences, upon the whole, and their
anaual cost, may be estimated as equivalent to double
the value of all 'our ln¢ stock. The Commissiuner of
the Agricultural Department, in lus last monthly
report, estimates the cost of fencing a farm of 100
acres 1 Pennsylvama, with chestnut posts and rails,
at 81,610 62, asum actually f<r 1n excess of the aver.
a{;c value of the stock kept u, a farms in that State.
We, therefore, claim for ou  wn estimato & very
close approximation to the act ' facts,

When we come torealize thy *his rainoug expense
1510 large part unnccessary ; that it s, i fact, mamn-
taimed in deflance of common sense and better Lnow-
1u7ge, and that its abolition in a grcat part s cntirely
and easily practicable, it becomes matter fur astomsh-
ment that such a costly system should be continuel
No wonder that farmng does not pay  What business
can be made to pay when the prinuples uf ooty
are 8o defied ?

In our article Inst week we spoke of this waste as

bewng oncof the first that should be remedied under
asystem of improved farming  We wish to poat

4 £1.60 PER ANNU
R SINGLE COPIES 8 CTS

out how this has been done, 13 how done, and maybo
done. Thero are two ways i which this wasteful
system may be cither totaily or partially abolished,
One is, by following the sniling system o feeding and
confinmg’ the stock altogether to yards, thus entirely
doing away with the nced for inside fences, and tho
other by fencing off a field which 15 used for pasture,
and removing all uther inside fences. At the outset
we are met with the objection that soiling stcck re-
quires so much labor tixat 1t is not possible for the
poorer farmers to fullow that plan. DBut we have
passed through extensive dustricts in France and
Germany, where the farmers are much poorer than
any here, and cultivate only very small farms, or
rather patches, seldom equal to twenty acres cach,
and, cutiously enough, they agree that they cannot
afford to do anything else with their stoch hut shut
them up, and grow, cut, and arry feed for them, to
»e consumed 1n the stable or the yard  In their case
it i3 ** their poverty and not their will consents.” and
they adopt the system because they cannot afford
any other. LTor many miles through the richest and
most closely-populated conntry in that part of Europe,
the boundaries between tho farms are low, narrow
banks, mere furrows covered with grass or clover,
and no other fence 13 visible, not even upon the roads.
And yet the chuicest datry products are there madeo
in abundance At the same time it is the boast
of the farmers who cultivate with most success and
profit the hl%h-rentcd farms in Great Britamn that
their land all hies within a ring fence, with nothing to
obstruet its cultivation. It may, therefore, be taken
as demonstrated, that so far from 1t bemny mpossible
for the poorer farmer to keep his stock upon what is
known as the soilling system, 1t may be accepted as
a good reason for his {)overty that he keeps lus stock
inany other way. It must be understood that we
refer to these cases m which the farming s mixed,
and where land 1s scarce and ugh, and not to those
m which sheep farming 1s carried on, or where the
dairy i3 a special pursuit, and pasturing altogether
followed, nor where land is so low in price thata
small crop upon a large arca 1s fur the present moro
desirable than a large crop upon a small area.
Wherever it is desired” to farm with the greatest
cconomy we would recommend that 2l interior
fences should be removed, a simple wazgon road or
path beng mantsined between thun, and sown to
clover and grass, which is mowed as any other crop,
and as far as posuble that a portion of the farm most
conveniently situated for the purpose should be ap.
sropnatcd to a succession of crops, which should
cevoted to the maintenance of the stock mn sheds and
yards Tho good results of this system have been
found tobe : First, an actual saving of time and
labor wn growng the feed and feedmg it ; second, a
better yield of miik from cows, and of beef or pork
fiom feeding stock, and better health 1n all the am-
mals subjected to it, thurd, an wmnense gam in the
quantity and the quality of the manuresaved ; fourth,
a greatly increased ;{)roduct from the same area of
ground , and, lastly, but not least, a far greater sub.
urdination of all thic business of the farm to method-
ival and consequently easy and profitable manage-
mend.  When wo assure our readers that our own

j exporience has resulted n the plentiful feeding of

vhe cuw upon the product of one acre for the whole
1uar, and that others who have fed therr stock upoi
tius si'stcm have done cven better than that, it i
Lo be hoped that some enterprising farmers at Ieast,
who arc looking to the most profitable management
of their farms, will, as soon as may be, maugurate
this system, and give an example of ats benefits to
their neighbors ; and in so dong help to show that
the present great waste of fences zeed exist nolonger.



