
S48KET1CHES FROM THE CROSS,

was such scope for the manifestation of conviction which was foU, fet lu fli reffllty
human characters as never occurred be- of the sorrow, or the intousity ut the ri'mcrsc
fore or since. That season was " thc vvhich %vas cxperienced, fhet l the ingent-
hour" in the world's history, " and the
power of darkness," when the elements or f the cnfesi which w ns tu
of good -?nd evil were engaged in the lue xey p bl r as fortifested te
most eventful conflict. At that time mea
especially came to pass the saying of licte< on the Redeeer. lu wt then?
just Simeon respecting the Messiah,- lu tvo things; the first ba8 relation te the
" He is set for a sign which shallb o1jeet, and the second te the be4ject.
spoken against, that the thouqhts of
many lcarts may be revealed," Luke ii F. -Judas sa' clri
34, 35. It is this revelation of men's bis cunduct, ut il was unIy in and threugh i13
thoughts and ruling passions, in conne- consequeces, lie had ne perception of the
tion with Messiah's crucifixion, that evil of bis conduct in ilseif If Jesus hîsd
forms the subject of these Sketehes. flt been condemned by Pilate, Judas ivould
And who does not sec and feel that it fet bave cundemned himself. If our Lori
must be an attractive and instructive hal rescued himseif from bis enenîes, he
study? who betraycd hlm iute their bands ould

Our author bas not only conceived a have relt ne sense of shaine tr sorrow, but
happy and Driginal idea, but he has also,
in our opinion, worked it out very fully would have leuked on his thirty pieces et
and successfully. We give in brief the silver vith feelings of unmingled satisfaction.
subjects of his Sketches:-Judas who Se completely was li under the influence of
betrayed our Lord-Peter who denied a t. eau and sordid avarice, and se incapable,
him-John who adhered to him-the therefore, of understanling the real nature et
Apostles who forsook him-the Women bis conduct, that he would net have been
who ministered to him - the Chief driven fron tbe society of the apostles by a
Priests and Rulers who persecutcd hlm sense of shaune, if Jesus had rescued hiseîf

(in four Sketches)-Pilate who con- fron the band4 of bis enomie-. But thougb
demned him-Herod who mocked hima
-the People who demanded bis death-
the Soldiers who crucified him-the cruelty; tbeugh steeped in Meanness, he ivas
Centurion who believed in him - the a stranger to blood. While, therefore, ho
Maiefactors who suffered with hlmi- cv toud have seenw notbing shameful ra bis
Joseph and Nicodemus who buried himi trenchery, ifen evil consequences had resulteal
-the Illustrious Sufferer-the Model frten it; yet when consequences the most
Character. Tbese subjeets are ail appalling dici result front it; wvben ho founil
handled with excellent judgment and it led te cruelty andl blood, lie wvas over-
practical effeet, displaying the writer's wheihed at once vith remorse and despair.
extensive observation of mon and t uings, nWith Peter it as otherwise. e sae te
and lis skill in the anatomy of tihe bu- greatness of bis offence ia ilseif, net in its
Miau beart. We will now present ait
extraet or twe in support ofeour opinion. consequences. Thdeed ne sersous conso-
Ia his Sketch of Peter, thc author takes quences resultea, ait least directly, fro injte
occasion te set forth the nature of truc deninl of Peter. It id net contribute in the
repentance, as foliows :- slightest degree either te the apprehiensien or

d.We say leara fronI the case of Peter t ne to the cinnsation cf bis Lord But
-nature of true repentance. *'Peter wvent out thougb there wcre v.o injurieus results;
and svept bitterly.' if we compare the case thcugh lie could net say, it is uwibg te my
of Peter with that cf Judas, we shalh learti perfidy it my Lord is taken, and oruelly
the nature of true repentance, we shalh p er. entreated, anl cndemne-yet e fe t that
ceive the charactelistic différence bettveen ho badl sinnied against Goa, and against bis
that which is Crue and that which is false, Master; lie fe t that hi had sinned gaist
that wbich is saving and Chat which is de- truth an conscience, u i gaiost equity ane
structive. Whrein dees the difference con- goudaves; lie fdlt nhat ho hid prongee bis
fist? Net in the sincerity or dept ft th odivn soul: anm this fillel hM with shae

340


