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:]‘1"‘ there is not the ~lulm-~‘l straining o heaving required, f I there is
il no diffienlty felt, no resistance to contend with, and, therefore there
- Is no power expended to overcome it The omnipotence is ;|l»~n|n(('l_\
i idle, for it does not, and cannot put forth a particle of jts strength
ron vhere there is not a particle of difficulty to exercise it.  Here the diffi-
Bl culty is expressed in the term weight ; and in order to fill omnipotence
- ; 1p to the brim we simply shake every atom of flour out of the bags, and
“‘ discharge the whole load of the property of weight, Why, under this
- ‘i,‘ simple rale for making omnipotence ¢ asy, 1, a Poor one-bag man, would
!.”evi" andertake any number of bags, and ““ run " the whole universe with the
‘,Il load on my back,
Space will not serve to test the remaining sides of the theological
II - square ; but under the simple light of ony native intelligence and un.
" adulterated common sense, the result would be precisely the same,—an
b anthinkable and impossible attribute standing absolutely self-excluded
tivl from the test of n-;lli_lnm and ?ln‘-lnl-'>n1|1|1 of actual In!m:m th‘mulrl.
£ [hus the Mystery behind the veil of the temple is a fasciculus of ne
Il'IH_ tions, bringing the Theos of one school of thought into exact coineidenc
"'“ with the Atheos of the opposite school, s wonderful, sometimes, is the
. | mtiguity of extremes, Thus, too, the areat religious difficulty of to-day
‘”}h[‘ 15 50 to formulate our knowledge of the forece and intelligence which
i operate and illaminate existence as to satisfy the exigencies of m vlern
oy religious thought. Various solutions hiave heen attempted, hut they have
= been evasions rather than solutions, as may be seen from the three
:"'VI{. specimens following :
I. Pantheism reduces deity to an impalpable and infinitely subtlq
;;‘;“\ solution ]wr\’:ulin.g all things ; llml.':lx [ have :III"';I/I‘\ |1n|||‘w~l|.\ shown,
) o sy that God is evervwhere is virtually to affirm that he is nowhere
.- it all; and thus the amount of religions sentiment expressible from this
'”“"" loctrine is m_nqv;n':lhln- to l.lu- amount of gold to be taken from a ;m_il of
ok ciwater.  Under very refined analysis, there may Iy enough to gild o

heory, but certainly not enough to ** yun
. Some able scientific men (notahl that
Tofessor W, K. Clifford) have made what
tempt to atilize what they eall ¢

a religion,
profound  thinker, the late
appears to be a half-hearted

“cosmic emotion ™ as the raw materia)
s 1 . o s . . X
= or the manufacture of our religious sentiments, No one, indeed, ean
" 0ok deeply into the universe without experiencing some such feeling.
il > ¢ : & .
MEwe are as often erushed as exalted hy it, and it is as variable and as
11 . . . . 7
; omplex as the aspects of existence we hold in contemplation,  Where.
1

ore, to make cosmic emotion the basis of religions sentiment is muel

he same as if astronomers should work their * personal equations,”
L., their little | lts, and shakes, and nods, and winks, and \“|!>. into
he substructure of astronomical science.,

Ao Again, seience has a negative

as well as a l)n»\ili\‘t‘ side : and the
clence of our own ignorance, the methodic handling of

all the things
«do not know, is one of no little importance,

The relation of the




