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Ah! my dear siv, unpossible, impossible! You have not the faith
of the gospel—you do nut beheve in Jesus Christ with all your heart or
you wonld notsay, * I do not lore God.”  Most anxiously praying that
vou may study and contemplate the glorous character of cur Messiah
till you shall beheve i bim, love him with all your heart, | subscribe
my self, your fanhful friend, w. W. E.

LETTERS TO A YOUNGER BROTHER.
No 4.

My Dear Broraer :—It would give me great pleasare to publish your
last letter to me; but, without your especial permission, [ would not
presume (o tike such liberties. [ koow that students have a peculiar
dread of having any of their unpremeditated productions published to
the world, without their latest revisions and emendations. To one po-
sition in that letter 1 wish to dircet your serious attention, in hopes that
yvou will recousider and retrace your mental steps! ©f quote from me-
mory : but I understand you to mnpir m the remarks made: “the life,
the Lfe, makes the christian;” thit yon have deliberately concluded
that this “hfe” may be made manifest to the world without a public
and formal confession of Jesus as the Messiah and Son of God!  This
sentiment has, to my mind, been so frcquently manifest in several of
your communici'ions 1o e, that you will { have no doubt give me a
candid hearing whle I elaborate cur position to that modern and rather
popular doctrine. .

‘The question is, can a believer in the Lord Jesus manifest the chris-
tian life withow! a public confession of the ford Messiah T Alihough
the onus probandi vcsis with you, yet | cheerfully assume the task of
demoustrating that in no age of the world were men recogmzed as the
real servants of we Lord unt!, by some open, formal act, they confessed
their sinfulness—ihe.r faith in han—aund their submission to the Divine
will. At present | argae not so much the reasonableness of this as the
fact that such was and is the Divine wiil. Its reasonableness, 1 doubt
no', will become perfectly aprarent, so soon as the duty is viewed in a
proper hght; for who that believes that God is the father of our spirits—
the authcr of our being, and ihe source of all enjoyment, but must
readi'y admit that we ought openly to acknowledge him in the ways
ordained by him. It s, to say the least, not vory modest, in poor, frail
wo'ms to prescribe the way in which man shouid confess hus God,
especially when lus revelation on this point 1s, if possible, more explicit
than on any other.

The first sitnevs confessed their sinfulness and then faith in God at
he altar. There thicy paid their vows, wnd through their sacrifices, as
a type of the Lamb of tiad, jhey trusted for acceplance in the heavens.
God, most explicitiy, under the Law of Moses, forbad the use of private
alars and sacrifices.  The altar of burnt offering was always placed
ina most conspicuous sitnauon.  Three umes in the year all the males
were to appear before the Lord.  The man, who did not make a public
confession of the Lord at the passover, and on other days, was cut off
from the congregation of lsracl 1 believe that not even ihe silent



