
150 THE CHRISTIAN

Ah ! my dear sir, impossible, impossible ! You have not the faith
of the gozpel-you do not beieve in Jestus Christ with ail your heart or
you would not say, " I do not /ove God." Most anxiously praying that
you may study and coniempl:ae the glorious character of our Messiah
titl you shall beleve iii hin, love him wiih ail vour heart, I subscribe
my self, your faithful frienid, W. w. E.

LETTERS TO A YOUNGER BROTHER.
No 4.

My DEAR 3BROTH] EU :-It Vould give me great pleasire to publish yoUr
last letter to nie ; but, itvhout your especial permission, I would not
presuine o tt!e s'ch liberites. i know that students have a peculiar
dread of having any of their iopremed;tated productions publshed to
the world, without their latest revisions and emendations. To one po-
sition in that leutter I ui ish to direct y our serious attention, in hopes that
you wdl reconsider and retrace your mental steps! 1l quote fron me-
m:>rv : but I understand you to impi the remarks made " the life,
the life, makes the christian ;" t1t you hae deliberately concluded
that this " lfe" may be made mamnest to the world w ithout a public
andformal confession of Jesus as the Messah and Son of God ! This
sentiment lias, to my Mind, been so fruquendy' manifest in several of
your communierionsto _c, liat you % ii 1 haxe no doubt give me a
candid learnng w h le I elaborate our position to that modern and rather
popular doctrine.

The question is, can a beliecer in the Lord Jesus maniJest ihe chris-
lian life without a public confession rf the Lord M1essiah ? Alhhough
the onus prolbandi rs:s with y ou, x et I cheerfully assume the task of
demoistratng iliat in no age of the worid were mer. recognized as the
real servants of aie Lord unt!, by soine open, format act, they confessed
their sinfulness-tihe.r fithii in hm--aind their submission to the Divine
-will. At prc scnt I argoe not so much ie reasonableness of this as the
fact that such vas and is the Divine w iL its reasonableness, I doubt
no', will become perfectly api aient, so soon as the duty is viewed in a
proper hght; for w ho thxat he lieves that God is the fatherof our spirits-
the autlhcr of our being, and tie source of ail enjoyment, but must
readi'y admit that we ought openly to acknowledge him in the ways
o dainei by hiima. It is, to say the lcast, iot %,rv modest, in poor, fraîl
noos prescribe tie w ay iii whiclh mai should confess lus God,
especially vhen hs rvelation oit this point is, if possible, more explicit
thin on1 any other.

The first saîneýrs confessed t.eir sinfuiness and their failt in God ai
,he altar. There tiey paid tiheir -ons, and through their sacrifices, as
a type of the Lamb of God, .hey trusted for acceplance in hei heavens.
God, most expLieniy, under tie Law of Moses, forbad the use of private
altars and sacrifices. Flhc altar of burnt offering was always placed
in a most conspicuous situation. Three tmîes in the vear aIl the males
were to appear before he Lord. The mian, who did not make a public
confession of the Lord at the passover, and on other days, was eut off
from the congregahon of Israel I beleve that not even the silent


