e,

. ,,,Elnsha and Dothan.
II Kings v1 8-18.: Memory verses 15-17.

' 'V-Bea.d verses 1-23. , - _ :
" (iolden Text ‘

"' :“Thejangel of 'bhe Lord. encmmpeth round. .+
"a.bout them ‘that. fear him, and dehvereth i

(Psa.. xxxxv., 1)
Home Readmgs.

M. II Klngs, vi '1-23.—Elisha at Dothan,
. Pse.. xxxiv., 1-22 —_ The safety or thOaB _

-who- fea.r God:

‘W Psa. 1xviil., 1-17—The chariots of God'

' are twenty. thousand.’

", Heb. xit:, 1-20.—'An mnumerable compemy

of angels.”

¥. Psa. cxviii, 1;29 —"I‘he Lord is on my

. side.’
S. Rom. viif,, 28-39. ~—"Who can be aga.mst

us?

8. Psa. uxvn, 1-14—Though a.n host should. '

enca.mp against me.’
'Lesson Story

his. work we have seen. how faithful and de-
voted he was to God. He was very like
Jesus in his power to bless and help. The
;vay io grow: lxke Jesus 1s to obey h1m e:\act-
Y

There was war between Syna. and Israol )
The king of Syria would lay plans to sur-_

prise the. children of- Israel, ;and God would

: show his plan to Blisha, who would tell his

.. keep.out of the trap. -
' times, and the Syrian king was angry, be-'
cause -he :thought some of his own ‘peopla.’
were false to him, ~When he heard that the
prophet Elisha kuew his plans as'fast'as he' ™,
made them, and ‘warned Israel, he wanted to

" get: Blisha into his‘power. .
at ‘Dothan, and “thither the .king of Syria "

king; so his soldiers: would know how to
This happened three

sent- chanots and -Horses and a great com-
rany . of soldlc.rs to take him.
quietly by night and surrounded the little
city. Early in the morning “when the pros
phet's servant went.out he saw the city sur-
rounded by the enémy. . He was frightened,
for he saw ho way. they could escape.

He hurried in and said 1o the prophet,

‘Alas, my master, ~what shall we do ?
Tlisha was not frightened at all. He said. to

"his servant, ‘Fear not, for they. that be with -

us are more than they that be with them.

. Then he prayed the Lord to shew the ser-

vant the Lord's defence. So the Lord opened

his eyes; and, .behold, the mountain round -

about the city was full of horses and chari-
ots of fire set there to guard Elisha. - Pre-

gently thc eoldiers came into the city. And -

Blisha asked God to make them blind. God
answered the prayer, and they were perfectly

blind and could not find Elisha., Elisha led

them to Samaria to the King of Israel, and

then asked that their eyes might be opened o

They were ashamed and frightened; but the

' king, at Elisha’s command, treated them

kindly, fed them, and sent them safely back
to their lung ThlS ended the war for ‘that
time.

" Lesson Hmts

“The king of Syria’ -—Benha.dad II still at
war with Israel. -~

- “The. man.: of God’-—Elish& to Whom God

revealed the secrots of the Syrian camp.
_‘Not once nor twice’ —but several times.

| Which of us'—he thought that only his.
most intimate advisers knew of his plans,

therefore one of them must be a traitor.

‘One of his servants’—one who had prob--

_ably“seen and heard-a good deal about the
wonderful works of the prophet. '
. ‘Dothan’—twelve ‘miles north of Samaria.

" ‘A great host—but no host is great enough"

to defeat God’s purposes in an obedient mexn.

‘They ‘that be with us are more—'if God:
" be for us who can be against us? ‘Greate'r-
is he that is in you than he that is m the-

world’ (I John iv.. 4.)

LL‘SSON X, — AUG 8. T

‘belief - finds darkness and thorns
16,17 L. :
“More thmgs a.re wrought by ppa.yer thanf

The prophet was |

They came-

God is just as ready to defend his children
- to-day as when Elisha needed his help -
‘Pracncal Commentn.ry
: . clouds right over the city,
"~ yellow rays come down in a golden shower
all around the city, and at the edge of this
ring of light we print the worde of our Golden .
“Text, making a golden wall of yellow, daz-

X a‘Open ‘his e

our chemies 10 protect us from-all real harm,

" God’s obedient servant is 1mmortal unt1l hls-
T WOl'lx is ﬁmshed o .

Questxons. aea

2. Why were the pla.ns of
tinually defeated?. -

3. How did Elisha escape belng taken cap-
tive?.

4. Will God ta.ke care of us if we obey hlm",

Suggested Hymns.

. ‘God will. take care of you,’ ‘He is able to

'wa.y to. Em-

Benhadad eon- ‘

, y to'the: ey ..
- livérance Wlll‘be v151ble in the darkest: ‘hours, '
e need to pray’ much for:the’opened eyes.
-+ with ‘which-to ‘'see God’s love. in; -eyerything,.
« As'the two dlscu)les on’ their.
-+ maus. did’ not" recogmze ‘their - Lord; so: ‘we
“walk -with. blind. ‘dyes not reco-gmzing ‘the’
presence of ‘the Saviour who never. leaves us..
- *Fire'—the’ symbol ‘of purity: and strength,.
.. 'The same fire whlch burns: away, the dross
- of ‘our oha.r'a,ctem sta.nds betWeen us, and.

deliver- yon’ ‘Mighty to. save,’- -*Jesus knows -

Practlcal Points. -

CACHL C_AMDRQN._ N
R L : Aug 28.
‘Man = proposes, .but .. God

Verse 8.

dlsposes :

-ty sorrow,” ‘Rock. of Ages’ ‘Abide wrth me"v‘

- ficers

One man with Go:l ca.n conquer ar mJghfty .

All through our lessons upon -Elisha and vh’OSt‘ Verses 9, 10.

No heart trouble is a beneﬁt unless 1t de—
stroys gelfishness. Verse 11, .

“The secret of the Lord is wnh them that
fear him, Verse 12.:

Horses' and chariots,. armies a.nd counclls,'

plots and ‘strategems, all are powerless to

“frustrate the plans of God. ' Verses 13, 14,
‘Blind unhelxef iz sure to err a.nd gcan his

works in-vain.” : Verse 15."
Faith sees Toses-and sunshine where un-

this world ‘dreams of Verse 18
~T1verton, Ont.,: -

The Lesson lllustrated

than our Sunday-school allows us. So we
must make something simple thxt will do,

.and_ we take our chalk and draw a  little
square wa.lled clty,oe.lhng it Dot:hsa.n. Then_

7\ ]\7\ -\}
AR N,

8- /\7\/\}\/\/\ 7\’§/\'\_

w1th a brlght yellow eha.lk we draw some
From them the

zling and shutting out the host of the. enemy

representéd here by the bents of the Synans .

below,
Chrnstlan Endeavor Topxcs.

Aug.
10: John iv.; 27-85.-

‘From Infancy

In 'the Jewish Chnreh the most .urgent.
“commands were given concerning the in- .
structions’ of the children. "Théy were to
be . taught the Holy Scriptures from: their
U lnfancy. These heavenly words were to’ be_

Verses .

We oannot draw the mouneain full ot'
horses and chariots of - fire - round about”
.-Elisha at Dothan:.because that would ‘take a"
.Dore to draw, and more time even’ for him '’

28.—With your m!.ght.'——Eocl ix )

1y that: they would color their first thoughts, , v
”sweeten their: first: affections, and :give tone. .

aspnat,ion and - desxreu . This

is ‘what“we. as" teachers-should Segk’ to. do

for the-young. chlldren Ao’ our classes We

- are'to:fill their, ‘hearts ‘and mxnds with. divine'’ ‘

inﬁuences—the words ~which “are 'ableé to
make them wise: unto sa.lva.tlon. “We' have

"the children when their lives are easily im-
pressed, and when the blessing of our teach-.
" ing. will: help 'to shape them:for noble char-

acter’ an’d great usetulness.—;r R. Mlllel‘,' -
: 'DD L

T ‘ f'ffSnnday School Management
! 1_ Ca.n we hide a.ny of our lthoughts or'
" plads from God? - ‘

Sucocss or'
sehool‘s le'tdershlp The best business man

(or -woman) it the Churehshould be put
- al the head, and thé utmeost care taken in se- -

lecting the other officers and tcachers The

officers and teachers ought 10 be persons of

unguestioned piety; of- speclal fitness; " as

far as available, for the work in ha.nd “of..
wuhngnees to spend and be spent in making :

the .school a .success. - -Beiter an -entire

school- managed and taught by one. person .

than a full’ corps. of lazy and perfunctory
workers, The selection of Sunday-school of-
and teachers is not a matter of Church
‘compliment,’ or ‘policy,’ but of the most

. sacred -and :far-reaching responsxbxhty I

the Church has not the best, let it use the

very best it has, and set itself steadfastly to .

raising the sta.nda.rd of its Sunda.y-sohool
work.

A well mana.ged sohool ,emphnsiz_es_ the
‘punctual and regular attendance of its. offi-
cers, teachers and scholars.

1. Every oficer should be at'hls poet fully

- fifteen minutes before the opening moment,

 to set in order the. work of the day, to get »

~in . every school
‘trained to come in-advance of the’ scholars, -
‘or to give timely notice to the suporlnten-
dent of intended. absence: Before the schosl”
begins every teacher should be in his place

ready and in place, all books, papers, ‘helps,’

‘ete.; to provide for. absent tea.chers to greet:

and seat incoming scholars, to look after the
condition and oomfort of the rooms: in:
short, to have every detail .in: readmess to

begm at the moment set for beginning. The. .
-day’s victory over. all opposing infiuehces

will be won or lost in .these- ﬁfteen mmutes
of advance preparation.

.2, The punctual and regular attendance ot'
- teachers is indnspensa.ble ‘1o success.

The
roll call of. teac.hers should: be:maintained
The -teachers-should - be:

with his class; should see that all hooks,
bibles, and needed supplies are in hand:
should take up the ‘day’s offering from the

" scholars; should ‘note attendance in  the
class-book; should see to the proper. seating . -

of the class; and should engage them at once
in work or conversatlon leatlmg up . to the
lesson.

3. The punctual and regula.r attenda.noe of
scholars may be seccured in three. ways: By

. ‘setting them a good example of Invariable
.- punctuality ag officer and teacher. By keeping
. .a class record of tardiness and absenco, and .
. having a standard of honorable recognition . -
before the school for those who attend .pune- -
tually and regularly—such as ‘roils of honor,”

public mention or bulletin from the superin-

tendent’s ‘desk, ete. By lookingup every ab- . -
. .sent scholar before the next Sunday, either

by personal visit, or. letter or inquiry, so

that no member of the school shall be ab- .-

sent two successive Sabbaths, without a per-

sonal visit from a teacher orofficer of the .
- - school. '
. in which this methpd is persistently. and in-
‘variably used. ‘The superintendent, for his -
own good, should make note every Sabbath -
of tho absentees and follow them up, so far’

There are many schools in the land

as it can be done, — ‘Sunda,y—school Ma.ﬂe.-
zine.’ . .
L
‘Speaking at tho annual m1sslon of’ the
Dundee Town Mission, the Rev. ‘A F. Best
asked: ‘Does any rational person think tbat
an hour or an hour and ‘a half in the Sunday-

school is adequate religious instruction for-a

child? Is there not a growing feeling
amongst. parents in the -churches, that if
they send their children .to- the- Sunday-

“school they have discharged their religious

_dutieg to them?
clare ‘his conviction that in the near future
‘the church-will have to face the.responsi-
bility “of providing schools .and-halls. better-
adapted forthe teaching .of- religion- thau.: :
at present exist, especxa.lly in.the way.of
class-rooms — Sunda.y-school .
‘Chroniole.-’ S T Gt el

‘He then passed vm to de-

separate

fa.llure depenxle upon the .

'\\ u;» :'

A



