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THE DOCTRINE 0F DESCENT AND DARWLNISM.*

BY TIIE R1EV. WM. S. BLACKSTOCK.

0-iNG th-oruughiy persuaded that
the Author of Nature is the Author
of Revelation, and that He cannot
be inconsistent with Himselfwe can-
flot doubt that, when properly inter-
preted, the teaching of the former
of these will be found to be in com-
plete accord with that of the latter ;
wve are, therefore, alwvays sorry to
meet with a book, especially if it be
one of ur1questionable ability, which,
whetber written frorn the scienti-
fic or the theological standpoint,
is calculated to widen the breach
between the scientist and the theo-
logian. Such, we regret to say,
seemis to be the inevitable tendency
of ihe volume under review. The
style is clear and vigorous, the
presentation of the salient points
of the îheory of Evolution which is
associated with the name of Mr.
Darwin, is able and perspicuous,
afid so far, sve find no zause of
quarrel with the author ; the facts
which he groups togrether are inter-
esting, and his reasoning upon them,
though flot always conclusive, is in-
grenuous, but the spirit in which the
book is wvritten is objectionaole in the
extreme. The author regards re-
ligion with something like the feel-
ing with which an enraged bull re-
gards a red clotb. He neyer bas
occasion to mention it, or anything
that pertains to it, without manifest-
ing his evil aniu;zis toward it in a
way that makes him appear simply
ridiculous, and whicb is apt to sug-
gest the idea that S,_ uis judgment is
worth as littie in scientific iratters as
it is in respect to matters of religion
bis opinions are beneath contempt.

Mr. Oscar Schmidt is one of those
towvering- geniuses who think them-
selves quite competent to deal wvith

ail rnysteries and ail kno . ùe
and he grows quite indignani. ai. the
idea of any one presumning to set
limits to the domain of science. 0f
course no one denies to him, or any-
body else, the right of carrying bis
investigrations of Nature just as far as
bis faculties will permit him to carry
them ; but sober-minded people do
object tu having the theories and
hypotheses of any man or set of
men palmed upon themn for real
science. No one. wbose judgment
is worth anything in such matters, is
disposed to question the value of
hypothesis, so long as it is rnodestly
held as such. Probably most, if flot
ail, the scientiflc doctrines which are
now generally acceptud existed at
:)ne time as mere guesses at truth.
But every tyro in scientific studly
knows that only a very small pro-
portion, indeed, of the theories whîch
have been invented to account for
the observed facts of Nature have
ever been verified. Upon no point
probably is the history of the past
more admonitory than on this. The
pathway of human progress from the
earliest bistoric times to the oresent
is strewn with the wrecks of theories
which have been held by some of the
greatest minds of the race, and, in
some instances, were unquestioned
for ages, but had to be abandoned
when tested by clearer light and
more extended observation of the
facts of Nature.

Probably what has beeru will be.
As bistory bas repeated itself in the
past, it will most likely continue to
repeat itself in the future. Many of
the theories of the present, and some,
it may be, which seem to rest upon
an immovable foundation, will, no
doubt, be explodect by -and-bye ; and
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