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The Farm Home
Collectors and Students,*

By Alice Hollingworth, Beatrice, Ont.

(Continued from last issue.)

I have given a brief history of two
common objects to illustrate my state-
ment that we live in a world of won.
ders, and it is the same with every-
thing we touch. It always seems such
a pity to me to see how little pleasure
and satisfaction the majority of people
take out of Nature's gifts. It is not
merely enjoying the beauty and admir-
ing the perfection of her methods ;
there is the material gain in knowing
how to make use of the natural ele-
ments that surround us. It is the
knbwledge to do this that we call
science, and all the comforts, all the
advantages of civilized life are due to
science. It has given us our artificial
light and heat, our means of rapid
communication and rapid travelling to
distant places, it has given. us the de-
lights of art and music and our wealth
of literature, its benefits are beyond
numbering, it has raised us from sav-
agery to a state of civilization. This
is what comes of people collecting to
study instead of collecting on the
jackdaw plan. I think we may safely
say that to collect is human, and
therefore, it would be well for those
who have the training of children to
teach them to be students as well as
collectors, to help them by all possible
means to step into that world of
knowledge and beauty that the unob-
servant pass by and never see or
dream of, and most surely they will
make better men and women and
future generations will be benefited by
the care that is bestowed upon the
children to day. They may never
progress so far as to startle the world
with new discoveries, but if they only
travel along the road that is already
made and learn no more than others
can teach them, it will be immeasur-
ably better than to remain forever
stuck in the mud of ignorance. Why
are not school lessons made attractive
instead of repugnant to children ?
Many like to go for the sake of the
companiorship of their playmates, but
few are drawn there by the love of
their books. I remember when I
went to school the prevailing senti-
ment among the children was to resent
compulsory education as a bitter in-
justice in which parents and teachers
figured as conspirators. Yet it would
not be so hard to make it otherwise.
I know one teacher who used large
sheets of bark as trays, which he cov-
ered with sand, and in this he marked
out the divisions of land and water
and marked where great battles have
taken place with bits of paper, thus

*A synopsis of an address prepared for
Farmer's Institute meetings in Ontario, con-
densed for publication by the Superintendent.

blending geography and history and
illustrating it in a simple way that
pleased and interested the chil-
dren and made them always
eager for the next lesson. Now,
what would be easier in a coun-
try school than to teach botany and
geology on the same plan ? I know
of one school where the study of these
two branches of science is compulsory,
and prizes are awarded for the best
collections of botanical and geological
specimens. The result is highly satis-
factory. One of the pupils who grad-
ated last year and took the prize
for her geological collection writes to
me most enthusiastic letters concern-
ing her studies at school, her collec-
tions, her long rambles and her inter-
est in tracing out the geological forma-
tions of the country. She is a thorough
child of nature and free from the
sickly sentimentality and the desire to
ape the manners and conditions of
older people, that we witness so often
in young people whose mental training
has been neglected and who have
never been taught to appreciate the
boundless wealth of beauty and the
field of knowledge that leads us into a
veritable fairyland of wonders which
Nature has spread before us.

What Women May do in Agri-
culture.

The following is a summary of the
address delivered by Prof. Robertson
at the meeting of the National Coun-
cil of Women upon the above sub-
ject•

At the outset he pointed out that
half the world's population earned their
living from agriculture, and everything
that would affect beneficially the daily
labor of haf the world would exert a
wonderful influence for the upbuilding
of humanity. Canada's yearly agricul-
tural wealth was $6oo,ooo,ooo as
against $37,ooo,ooo produced from
mines. It was especially women's
province to develop intellect in their
husbands or fathers or brothers. An
intelligent people could make a good
living off poor land, while the peoplewho farmed the richest land of the
world, the delta of the Nile, had been
poor for thirty centuries, because theylack intelligence and their womankind
were a dead issue when it came to anyassisting of their male relations. Wom-
en should endeavor to develop skill in
the men ; cultivate the personal mar-
ket for everything raised on the farm,
which was worth 30 per cent. more
than any other. Women could impart
knowledge to men, not the letter of
knowledge, but t.hat better part, the
spirit of it. The value of praise of anyî:ttle advance in farming methods, es-
pecially from women, had had more
to do often with the progress of an
entire farming community than any
thing else. Already the co-operation
of women with men in the essence of
farming, the acquiring and using ofknowledge advantageously in the se-
lection of seeds, the preparation of
dairy products and even the care of
cattle, had had a very marked effect
on the agriculture of Canada.
Encouragement from the fair sex was

OUR 20HCENTURY XMAS BARCAIN

This Handsome Turkish Couch

Only $8.9o Packed Free andFreighrt Pajd

Regular Value, $î2.5oIN offering the readers of " Farming " this beautiful couch we claim to give th tm a genuine barain. Afterweeks of figurinr with the manufacuers, we have succeeded n getting a coaeorable and serviceablecouch at a popu ar price, suitabie for Xmas presents.This Turkish Couch is elegantly uphols eted in French Tapestry (noted for its durability and rich coloringswith silk peush 'croul, fringe etc., to match thoroughly made, spritgral over, sof as a down cushion, can habail in the following shades; olive, golden brown, crirmson, myrtie, terra cotta. goblin blue, fawn and nile.We adviae aur customers to place ordcrs eari Y, which can be held and shipped to arrive at any specified date -parties livng beyond the 400 mile limit can have goods shipped and freight paid by adding an additiona 75-.

THE DAVIES FURNITURE CO.
285 Yonge Street, Toronto, Ont.

326


