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slways commanded the highest price of any of
our spring wheats: it i3, as named, a bald
variety ; and in favourable seasons, a very fine
sample with large bright berries. The bearded
variely grew a very short ear, resembling a club
with six or eight rows in the ear; it was best
adapted for low, strong land, as it was not
subject to rust, it yielded middling well, but
was very hard to thrash—uo fear of'its shaking
—it was rather fine and wealk in the stem, very
apt to lodre, which made it troublesome to har-
vert—there has heen none of it grown here for
many years. The Black Sea wheat, and the
Tea wheat, were tried to some extent, but with
no marked snecess.  These two varieties were
very similar, ii’ not identical; rather soft in the
straw, very apt to lodge and crinkle down;
there has beon none of them grown lately. But
by far the most valuable variety that has ever
been tried here is the “Fife Wheat;" it began
to be introduced into this te wship in 1849,
having been grown in the neighbcuring town-
ship ot Otonabee for six years previously, and on
all low wet strong land has entirely superseded
.all other kinds, Its most marked quality is its
being always free from rust, and its bearing to
be sown so late in the season as to escape the

. Aly in a great measure; it i3 a bald variety,
moderateiy productive, is reckoned rather hard
to grind, but makes good flour. Its introduc-
tion was providential, as without a variety with
its properties it is hard to say what the farmers
on the low wet lands in the township would
‘have done.

It doesnot reflect much credit on our farmers
that they have not ere this bestowed some pub-
lic testimonial on the gentleman who was the
means of introducing it into the Province—he
certainly has heen a public benefactor, and we
hope he will not be allowed to pass away with-

- out some mark of esteem for his public spirit;
would all our farmers who have directly bene-
fited by it (not to speak of other classes who
have been indirectly benefited) contribute only
oue dollar each, we feel assured it would make
a handsomer testimonial than was ever presented
to any man in Canada.

There is a variety called the China wheat
that has been tried of late; il is a heavily bearded
kind, said to be best on light land; it has not
“heen sufficiently tried to sec whether it will
prove valuable or not. The first prize for

-gpring wheat has been twice awarded to this
township at our Provincial Shows.

Before passing from the cultivation of wheat
we would notice briefly the insect enemies by
which it has been attacked in this township; in
doing so we will confine ourselves chiefly to
-our own observation and experience, During
the years 1840.to 1844 a fly that somewhat re-
sembles the Hessian fly ir -the manner it dam-
aged the wheat crop; it did considerable dam-
age, bot it soon passed away, and we have not
observed it.in.any considerable numbers until

the past two seasons, when it has again m
its appearance. We are inclined to thivk jj
not the Hessian fly, but some oue or otheryf
the species of Joint fiies, T'he larva of th
we have found in the first or second (very rarsy
in the thiid) joint from the ground; wheo i
larva makes 1t3 escape it cats through one g
of the stem of the wheat, thus eausive ity
erinkle and fall down. The larvais ofa du
brown colour, tapers to both ends, and is ratbe
more than the eighth of an inch loug; itsn
ges have never been very extensive, therefym
the fly has been little noticed.

The next insect enemy to the whes (b
made its appearance was a catterpillar, shi¢
we first observed in 1843, and in that ad ¢
two following yeurs it was rather prevalen, s’
caused considerable alarm amoug farmersat
time; after 1845 it passed away, and way
observed till 1853, when it again made sy
pearance, and was to be found in mostef o
wkeat fields till 1356 ; since then we hawey
seen a single specimen, nor her+d anyihing-
it ravages. This catterpiilar is called in#
New York reports, “ Gaylord's Wheat (s
pillar,’ and we belicve the fly that deposit
has never been ascertained. " Asa Fiteh
New York State Entomologist, to whom wes
specimens in 1c56, statex so, and wasw
anxious to have the parent fly escertained, »
have, on cne or Lwo occasions, attempted
preserve them through winter, but haseals,
failed. There was mostly only oue ortroe
terpillars in a head of wheat, (occasionly.
have seen three,) they completely destropd.
grain of wheat they were bred in; andm
numerous, might be found crawling abai.
barn in great numbers, after the wheat badn
taiien in.  When cleaning up the whesa
thrashing, the screenings would appears
with them; and, when disturbed, wouldnl
coil themselves up. When the catterpillars
first seen, they were not more than onelen
an inch long, those we kept grew tillthepen
ed} of aninchinlength. On their firstsy.
ance they had a soft eylindrical body otab.
colour; the head much darker thsnibew
with the appearance of five dullstripesalos
body and at least six pairs of legs; theyde.
ed the wheat soon after it was put in theh
those we kept knawed hard grains of whe,
ginning at the seed end; they seemed iops
alike in early or late wheat, a3 we'havei
them in the fall wheat harvested'in Julp&
g\;()ring that was not sown till after the mn
May. . -
The damage doné by this edemy.of they
was trifling, compared to what-was docey
wheat fly or Midge, (the cecidomyia®.
which frst made its ‘appearance- here it
and has ever since_ injured ‘out whest o
or more, This msect ‘is tog well knom.
otir farmers to need any déscription. I,
well known the fly -comes'first:0 ‘f’“
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