16 THE BATTLE OF YORK

One Company was sent east to gunard the King:
ston Road, outworks were posted, and the rest of
the forces held in readiness to move either to the
east flank or the west flank, so soon as the direction
of the attack should be learned. By 8 o’clock that
evening General Sheaffe, with his Adjutant of Mili-
tia, General Shaw, had completed their prepara-
tions.

Every man went out ready to his post, and
through the night a close watch was kept to dis-
cover where the fleet which was known to be some-
where outside in the dark, would endeavour to make
a landing.

At dawn, through the haze, it appeared as though
the fleet, which had been lying to outside, were head-
ing to land on the peninsula just opposite the town,
to which access could be obtained by road. An out-
post had been kept here on the narrow place called
the “portage,” for the lake had not then broken
through the sandbar. A landing at this place
would have avoided the forts at the entrance of the
harbour and come divect at the town. A brisk
breeze from the east, however, was springing up,
and about 5 a.m the fleet bore away to round the
Gibraltar Point. It was a fine sight, as an eye-
witness described, to see those sixteen armed vessels
crowded with men, sailing in regular order, the
flagship leading, the others following in a line, and
each towing several large boats for the purpose of
landing the troops. The intention had been to land
at the large clearing where the old French fort had
been, but the wind had strengthened, and so the



