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Victoria City and the Island of Vancouverx
Finds Chinese 

I way Nearly
n Out

“Keep an eye on the All-Red line project.”— 
Lord Strathcona, in his message conveying 
Christmas greetings to readers of The 
Colonist.

Lord Strathcona’s Advice in Regard to the All-Red 
Imperial Fast Steamship Project and Some Rea­

sons Why It Should Be Heeded

p
As indicating that in the most influential 

quarters in England a watchful eye is being 
kept upon statements of the promoters in re­
gard to the free navigability o£ routes which 
are to be used in the All-Red sfcheme, it is to 
be noted that a few days after the speech by 
Mr. Sifton before the Liberal Club, a repre­
sentative of Lloyds wrote to the Times cor- 
recting some of his figures as to the number 

we are interested in the All-Red project and that might easily determine the success or fail- °f disasters on the St. Lawrence in a given
the splendid case we can present on behalf of ure of the project. But that is not all. A period. This incident indicates that a factor
thlSTh and- twenty-five knot ship,, built to go 2;i 13 knots, vital to the success of the project is the ability

1 he strength of the Irish proposal rests, in does not need to be as large as one that has to °f the promoters to demonstrate that ships
tne main, upon the fact that the distance from go 3,029 knots, for the very good, reason that will not be required to slow down because of

lacksod Bay to Halifax is nearly a third less it does not have to carry so much coal. It intricate waterways, and thus lose all that the 
than the distance from Liverpool to New York, takes a thousand tons a day to drive these various governments are asked to pay huge

rom Blacksod Bay to Halifax is 2,113 nanti-- ships at that speed, and two days’ reduction sums of money for—time,
ca miles; fromj.Liyerpçpl to New York is in the time of the voyage means two thousand And it is when one considers this phase of 
3,029 miles. Th.e saving in distance is there- tons less coal—-each way. This saving in the situation that he is impressed with the 
ore 916 miles. By starting from Blacksod, space means that ships for the short route conviction that the success of the All-Red pro-

* and. sailing to Halifax, the traverse can be built for four and a half millions, or iect's likely fo have the most important bear-
0 the ocean is reduced by one-third- True, three of them, enough for a weekly service, for big upon the future of Vancouver Island in
t ese distances are what they always were ; thirteen millions, whereas the two Cunarders general and the city of Victoria in particular,
but the ocean ferry boats are not what they cost well up to fifteen millions. Then the sav- That our good friends in the enterprising city
always were. It was not always a considéra- ing on coal, at five dollars a ton,, comes to on the shores of Burrard Inlet are thoroughly
ion whether the voyage across occupied a few $10,000 for once across, or $20,000 the round cognizant of what their duty is in the face of 
ays more or less, and with plenty of travel- trip ; and other savings, due to the diminished the accumulation of conditions which threaten 

lers it is not now; but for a certain part of the cost of provision for the shorter voyage, are 3 loss of prestige, is shown by the following
dispatch, which we take from the columns of 
the Vancouver News-Advertiser:

T OF TYRANNY

awill be universally conceded that
Tip when one occupying so command- 

ing a position in the councils of 
the Empire, one so vitally inter- 
ested in all that concerns the wel- 

'YLyfjJ* fare of Canada, one admittedly so
JlgL competent to weigh and pronounce

-4LL upon national problems, as Lord 
Strathcona, considers it expedient 

to proffer a word of advice to the people to 
whom he has shown himself such a great 
friend, it would be the grossest folly not to 
mark well his words and endeavor to observe 
his admonition.

Colonist readers cannot complain that this 
newspaper has been derelict in its duty of 
keeping them fully informed as to the impor­
tance of the project to which Lord Strathcona 
has alluded* the progress being made looking man 
towards the success of the same, and its bear­
ing upon the future of Vancouver Island and 
the city of Victoria. When the announcement 
of the promulgation of the scheme was made 
to the Colonial conference it became imme­
diately apparent that a great Imperial plan 
had been set afoot, which, while of supreme 
importance as a factor for the closer welding 
of the Empire, would necessarily be of para­
mount interest to the people of Vancouver 
Island.

It only requires to be stated to have it ad­
mitted that any enterprise of Imperial propor­
tions, the success of which is absolutely and 
solely dependent upon its ability to furnish a 
system of transportation faster than any other 
which can be devised, must of necessity include 
the utilization of ports on the ocean which 
possess supreme strategical advantages.

On November 17 last The Colonist had an 
editorial article dealing with the All-Red pro­
ject. It was in part as follows :

Has not Vancouver Island a message for thé pro­
moters of the'All-Red project ? We think it has, and, 
furthermore, that it is the bounden duty of the var­
ious public bodies promptly, to take such steps as 
may be necessary to see that that message reaches the 
proper parties. It has been demonstrated over and 
over again, by the citation, of the most convincing 
evidence, that in any project which aims, at a re­
duction of time between the ports of Canada, the 
Orient and the Antipodes, Vancouver Island’s posi- 

•AVm.ÇJ? the Pacific seaboard is-a factor which ought 
mpt to be overlooked. - Jl>may;fce gplddiat the,»ro- c: 
moters of the All-Red scheme know alb About this Is­
land and its strategic position, in connection with the 
working out of their plans. But do they? Of course 
we quite admit that it goes without saying that they 
have at their disposal all the data which they con­
sider necessary for their purposes
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tariff preference generously extended by this 
country, but they have found it difficult to 
arrange to do so, owing to the rooted objection 
of the masses in Great Britain

-Ivan Shipoff, agent 
lance ministry, has 

months’ in-
1

, to consent to
any departure from the principles of free trade. 
It is true that Mr. Balfour, as leader of the 
Unionists, has “burned his bridges behind 
him, and declared for a measure of tariff re­
form which, if endorsed by the country, would 
enable his party to speedily arrange a schedule 
of duties which would make the Canadian pre­
ference a not altogether one-sided affair. But 
Mr Balfour and his party are in the cold 
shades of opposition. The Campbell-Banner- 
, ministry, equally impressed as Mr. Bal­
four and his followers as to the necessity of 
doing everything possible to weld the Empire 
closer together, finds itself absolutely unable 
to discuss for a moment the suggestion of

serious, problems 
e Chinese Eastern 
result, he has re­

expenditures be re- 
rection possible, 
construed here as a 
hopelessness of the 
in Manchuria. The 
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ÉPrptsSsglcreasing shipping that enters the Terminal City.
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' I- b*.;I.Tkf MDoes not even this all too feeble presenta­
tion of certain aspects of the All-Red project 
indicate that the people of Vancouver Island 
and the city of Victoria have £ very direct in­
terest in the success of the enterprise and 
ought not to be neglectful of the very obvious 
duty of seeing that every possible step is taken 
to press our claims for- recognition upon the 
government when it shall undertake the task 
of arranging the terms of the contract?

—C. A. GREGG.
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That was a pleasant daÿ in the many- 
columned dusk of the Chemainus Forest 
which _is m Vancouver Island. The journey 
from Victoria took us through the violet 
gleams of the steep woodland aisles, whence 
flashing glimpses may be’had of the blue wa­
ters of the fjords running far inland. Once the 
brain ran past the embers of a forest fire. 
Through steel-grey smoke drifts were seen 
great splashes of sombre red (the coloriât the 
hot end of the spectrum), and here and there 
the scimitar of a crimson flame was waved 
threateningly. A forest fire in the beginning 
is a much mpre terrible thing. The conflag­
ration runs before the wind in the roof of the 
forest (seen from any high hill as a level lawn- 
hke expanse) a hundred feet or more above the 
ground. Afterwards the fire runs down the 
boles and sets the undergrowth and dry 
mosses blazing. At Chemainus we climbed a 
steep hill—anyway, it seemed steep—and saw * 
a Douglas pine felled. A Victorian girl, her 
flaxen hair tied in & simple knot under a pretty 
straw hat, led the way up the hill, gliding 
with mysterious ease through the tangles of 
the undergrowth, and leaping fearlessly from 
one to another of the great logs ready to be 
hauled to the mill by a steam-hauled wire- 
rope. She was not Rosalind that day. But 
she had worn the manly garb of Rosalind in 

v bygone holidays spent in the pine-scented 
wilds as the hunting companion of her bro- 

r’ *ater on’ °f somebody else’s brother *
I he Canadian girl has started a big fire, and 
contrives to keep it going. She is the bett 
half of Canada, and keeps the lesser half in 
hearty blaze. That’s so.—“Rosalind,”
Canada (London).
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■ in laying their
plans before» the various governments. But are they 
in a position to state the case for Vancouver Island 
as we want it stated, and as It should be stated? We 
all know that it is frequently the habit of promoters 
of great enterprises to follow "the line of least re­
sistance" in approaching governments; and it is con­
ceivable that on an occasion like the present it might 
be considered expedient to lay such information be­
fore the government as would command the maxi­
mum amount of support from the members of the 
House of Commons. But on the other hand, if it 
could be demonstrated to the satisfaction of the var­
ious governments involved that, by the utilization of 
ports cm Vancouver Island the Pacific end of the All- 
Red scheme could be simplified in some of its most 
Important details, such demonstration would likely 
materially aid the consummation of the scheme. It 
is clear that the time has arrived when the volte of 
Vancouver Island should be heard in this matter. 
We have nothing to lose and everything to gain by 
having our claims properly presented. It does not 
require any very great stretch of the imagination to 
understand that in some quarters not very remote 
from Victoria a neglect of our duty in this respect 
would be welcomed. The question may here be ask­
ed: What are we to do? To this we would reply— 
arrange to forward to Ottawa at the earliest pos­
sible date a full and" Complete statement of the 
claims 6f the ports of Vancouver Island for inclusion 
in any scheme for a fast Imperial trans-Pacific ser­
vice to be aided bv the government of Canada. In a 
few weeks the whole question of the All-Red project 
will be debated at Ottawa; and, in view of the latest 
announcements from London telling of the progress 
made by the promoters of the enterprise, it appears 
probable that the government will be able to lay be­
fore the House a definite proposal. Is it not obvious, 
then, that the Island’s representatives should be in a 
position to speak wi|h full information of its position 
in connection with the project?
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& 8If you ever caught glimpses of noble old 

English homes, set within wide reaches of

free trade* But the Liberal government at no more convincing demonstration is n^ded Jf SteresS^ ^ °peratlon’ outslde tial portion of the d^Jight.
present m office m England sees a way out of than the bujlding of such ships as the Lusi- t L ini • , L f Y cf X d Ta.’ one of the outposts of em-the difficulty, an opportunity by which some tania and the Mauretania ,7 , ., ^ X'C Liberal-Colonial Club at pire of Great Britain set at the gateway of the
practical return can b. m,defer fee generosity So„ fees'. "^s„r turbine ships leave ÎT is” SLIM fe ?" Æ* Sift™' Blhind th« E”elish homes, to be sure!
of the Colonies in granting a tariff preference Liverpool late in the afternoon and it is not nmmntintr wlt.h Lord Strathcona in there may be as many centuries as there are
to British manufactures—and this is by. con- until early next morning that thev are off the All Red t0 carry lnto effect the years behind soqie of these Canadian manors ;
tributing to the support of the All-Red project Cove of Cork, whence they start for New York miestinn of aid grfat' stl;ess. upon the and yet, with the memory of England’s rural
for the establishment of an Imperial fast They reckon their timeXot fmm T iLÏnoni 51 j of hindrances to navigation. This glory in their minds, these rich British Colum-
steamship service on two oceans. Already the harbor to New York harbor but from Oueens- oupht XX m.ereSt. f°.r, yict.oriaRs, who bians have built wondrously like their for-
government has placed itself on record as fa- town Rock to Sandv Hook And thlv t to f°rget that if we are bears. Rich, did I say? Well, possibly not
voring the principle of the scheme, and Lord glad to be able to do that much an hour or Xw,,6 }° our oPPortunitles we shall see that rich as Fifth Avenue is rich, and yet comfort-
Strathcona has recently given us repeated as- two under five days From Uvernool to New ' 1^X X ^ X the fact that aWy Wel!,t0 d? in this world’s goods, and still
surances that adequate subsidies will be forth- Yqrk it is five days and a half or somethimr nnrt y m re. aclv^n,tageously situated than more nchly abounding in that sterling horse
coming from the Home government. Sir more From Blacksod Bay where aXhdXXn S ( the Plamland m respect to its access- sense which tells a man to stop before he has
Wilfrid -Laurier has pledged the support of go at full speed from the dOclTÏde to Halifax ï ‘ f X °C?? at f StageS of tide and seized uPon everything that is in sight-and
Canada to the scheme ; and it would thus ap- harbor, woSd tak^hree days^d 1 half H Mr SifZkXtr^X - ^ T ‘ some things out of sig^ that may, plrchance,
pear, when all the factors of the situation are it is worth while to build the Mauretania to Times' reported in the London be his neighbors—and find out if there be not
weighed, that there is excellent reason for sup- bring the American continent within five and so.me ”°^.ler thmS ln llfe than POts of gold and
posing that at a comparatively early date we a half days, at enormous daily outlay for the v. (.^question had been thoroughly investigated P* °f dlrt‘ . . .
shall witness a consummation of the great coal-required to make the soeed snrelv n the united, states-Hydrographic Service, which An American does not need to dispenseenterprise. sage h? three „„d , half has LclT ,o JSU'S} ^ or even mask it. whL he

and public men in Eastern Canada were inter- Blacksod advocates, and it doef 'seem to have sTght.y t^ToXth^ÿ SSS t^ay* ïatilv hut^tL «m T* ^ Z*?*'
viewed by a deputation from Ireland, headed much to commend it to those of us who want ?nd ln tbe Qulf ot st. Lawrence there were fioathig nacity.> “Ut, at the same time, if he have nor-
by the Bishop of Sligo, who were advancing, to see Canada take tfle palm. dan^to^refui^ri^tnr»1 Tas not a„ !®rlo“8 ”al vîslon’ he wd sef some things in this
the claims of the Blacksod Bay route in con- The rapidity of the traverse carries other Lawrence were talked It. bu't from ism tT 1907 eon- Ic^anJlm8' <lucc” city of the Pacific he would 
nection with the All-Red project. Keeping in manifest advantages with it To bee-in with « seven passenger vessels had stranded, and only llke to copy. And then there is much he will
thind that the position of Vancouver Island on the advocates of the rouie claim that it’ hadTeeTcTnci^fvriy shWto b^Tue ™'.ss: The tremendous hustle and hurry, the
the North Pacific seaboard is exactly similar, is just short enough to enable them to give a to lnc°mpetent and careless navigation, leaving only "air-raising, nerve-racking, life-bluntmg clang
as a strategical point for utilization by lines of weekly service with three ships, whereas five edT^Xhe^u'rt'If inqmry^oTh^ada1nn^8Iîrth*tribuî‘ End C atP°r' YIcto”a,and ‘.ts environs is pre­

may be taken as surely indicative of success, transportation, to that of Ireland on the would be required for a weekly service on the and extraordinary weather, with the improve^awl eminently a beautiful, quiet, restful place.
It is a matter of general knowledge that both western seaboard of Europe, we may find longer Liverpool route. With ships costing wouidVnot'he' 8Teatel" k?-owledge’ a«ch an event Would there were more such cities in Amer-
the great political parties in England would be much in the arguments as set forth by the anywhere up to eight million dollars apiece, be a channel 1,000 feet°wide andT^feefdeèp’rightTJp havens °f refuge for those besèt by the
glad to render Canada à quid pro quo for the deputation from Sligo to indicate how vitally the saving on capital outlay is itself an item speeTauuie0 that the fastest ship could go at full ds °‘ n°lse'—By W. S. Hardwood In The

spectators.

One could not wish for a more thorough 
endorsement of the views above expressed 
than the message of Lord Strathcona in which 
his lordship urges the people of British Colum­
bia to “keep an eye on the All-Red project,” 
And in the face of this word of warning from 
such a high source it would be an exhibition of 
the most monumental apathy were we to neg­
lect taking whatever measures may be neces­
sary to ensure that the case for Vancouver 
Island shall be properly presented on the floor 
of parliament when the scheme is brought up 
for debate.
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Assuming that there is no disposition to 

dispute that Vancouver Island is likely to play 
an important part in the working out of the 
details of the Pacific end of the enterprise, we 
may properly turn for. a moment to a consid­
eration of the possibilities of its early consum­
mation.
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It is probably Correct to say that no man 
in the Empire enjoys the esteem and confi­
dence of Canadians to a greater extent'than 
does Lord Strathcona, and the circumstance 
that he is acting as sponsor for a particular 
enterprise would ordinarily elicit a general ad­
mission that no better guarantee of success 
could be given. But there are factors in the 
situation in respect to the All-Red project, 
aside from the prestjge of Lord Strathcona’s 
commanding personality and influence, which
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