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By William Poland

THE SOCIALIST PLATFORM.
« Labor is the source of all wealth
k in

apd all culture, and as useful worl
a1 i ibl ly through society,
seneral is possible only 3
< jety—that is, to all its mem-
so to society IS, Tabo
pers—belongs the entire product of labor
by an equal right, to each one.acctl);;dumg
to his reasonable wants—all being n
“‘..“{g”‘{he existing society the mstrﬁl-

ents of labor are a monopoly of the
M pitalist class; the subjection of the
;\'<11'1cing class thus arising is the cause
£ misery and servitude in every form.
of TR ipati f the working

“The emancipation o i
class demands the transformation of the
Tstr ts of labor into the common
instruments s d the co-operative
px'OpCl’ty of society an rith Yons
: 1 of the total labor, with applica
coutes £ labor to the com-
tion of the product of 1abor &

it distribution of the
mon good, and just d h s
o »__(Opening words of the pro
ame. ited “socialistic bodies
gramme of the united 'S¢
of Germs laid down in the Congress
of facrmapds 875—where the collect-
of Gotha, May, 1870— AR .
© oo wrincinle assumed political import
ive principle f _the “Socialistic
ance in the form o G ”)

-orkingmen's party of Germany.”)
W -f«ph? economic development of civil
cociety necessarily leads to the destruc-
society ne 13y 2E8Y Susig of
tion of small - industries, the basi
which is private ownership of the
|aborer in the means of production. It
Jivests the laborer of all means of pro-
duction and transforms him into a
penniless proletarian, while the means OE
production become the sole property o
| comparatively small number of capital-
ists and real estate owners.

“ Private preperty is the means of
nroduction, which formerly was a means
f securing to the producer the owner-
<hip of his produce, has nowadays be-
come a means.of dispossessing farmers,
laborers and small merchants, and of
making the non-laborers—capitalists and
landlords—the possessors of the produce
of labor. Only the tramsformation of
private  capitalistic property in _the
means of production—i. e.,, land, mines
and mining, raw material, tools, machin-
erv and means of communication—into
common property, and the change of
private production into S()Clzlllﬁtlcv—l. e.,
production for and through society—can
offect that the extensive industry and
the ever-increasing productiveness of
cocial labor shall become for the down-
trodden classes, instead of a fountain o
misery and oppression, a source of the
highest prosperity and of universal and
harmonious perfection. ; >

“The struggle of labor against capi-
talistic oppression is necessarily a politi-
cal one. The laboring class cannot
carry on its industrial stquggles and
develop its -economic organization with-
ont politieal rights. It cannot effect
the transfer of the means of production
into the possession of the body social
without possessing itself of political
power.”—(Extracts {from the‘ platform of
the Socialistic workingmen’s party, as
adopted at Erfurt in October, .1891.) .

*'With the founders of this republic
we hold that the true theory of polities
is that the machinery of government
must be owned and controlled by the
whole people: but in the light of our
industrial development we hold, further-
more, that the true theory of economics
is that the machinery of production
must likewise belong to the people in
common.

““ Resolved that we call upon the
people to orginize with a view to the
substitution of the co-operative common-
wealth for the present state of. planless
produetion, industrial war and social dis-
order. * * * We call upon them to
unite with us in a mighty effort to gain
by all practicable means the political
power.”—(Extracts from the Socialistie
libor party platform adopted at Chicago,
October 12, 1889.)

“Against such a system (the present
despotie system of economics) the Soci-.ll-
ist Labor Party once more enters its
protest,  Once more it reiterates its
fundamental declaration that private
property in the natural sources of pro-
duetion and-in the instruments of labor
is the obvions enuse of all economic
servitude and political dependence.

“We, therefore, call upon the wage-
workers of the United States and upon
ail other honest citizens to organize
under the banner of the Socialistic
Lahor Party into a class-conscious body,
aware of its rights and determined to
conquer them by taking possession of
the public powers.”—(Extracts from the
platform of “the Socialist Labor Party,
adopted at New York, July 9, 1896. Re-
affirmed, verbatim, in the platform
adopted at New York, Juné, 1900.)

“To unite all persons who are in
favor of the co-operative commonwealth
as a substitute for the- present competi-
tive system.”—(Expression of the aim of
the Rocial Demeceracy of America, at
special convention held in Chieago, June,
1897.)

THE THEORY EXPLAINED.

The econdmic question of the hour is
the question  of paternal government
nnder that form of socialism which is
tow coming to be denominated collectiv-
This socialism is something with
which every one who by his single vote
has a voice in_ the nation’s ecouncils
should make himself acquainted. Un-
fortunately, its fundamental principle is
often enough  not theroughly compre-
bended, not  only by antagonists, but

"I by promoters. The socialism

1¢h we are asked to understand is not

t Which was identified with the Reign

or or the Commune. It is not
( me communism or anarchy. It

- cconomic theory of state polity
Jich has taken its place in the recog-
Hized politics of civilized nations; with
i seat in imperial parliaments and a
regular ticket in municipal elections. It
i mot a political economy, but an
veonomie polity.

. What is this new socialism, this collec-
tvism? Its fundamental prineciple, with
which alone we propose to deal, and
which was. announced by Karl Marx
more than thirty years ago as the one
necessary condition for the true
economic social reconstruction, is the
abolition of private capital. By capital
we are to understand capital in the
active seunse, capital that is applied to
broduetion.  Idle capital which is not
applied in any way to bring a return,
and which can be used only to be ‘dimin-
yihed, is mot classed as capital to-day.
'he final object of socialism is to do
away with private capital as applied to
every industry, thus to do away with
ompetition; and to substitute for com-
betition a collective ownership of all
tie means and instruments of produc-
“on.  Whatsoever is to be employed in
troduction is to be put under official

“utrol as a collective capital, and is to
O¢ common property. Results are to be
Sstributed simply- aceording to the con-
ibution of individual labor which each
e makes to the common welfare whilst
Sple the common instruments on

hnoen material,
4is socialism  there can  be no
' enterprise to yvield a return in

S UTest profit or dividend. ‘That is to
;I\ there  can be mno competition.

wlice there can be no private profit, no

Ufivate  agreement upon wages. Em-
s ¥ment can be given only by the one
thsolute  monopolist, the = entire com-
“unity.  Wages can be only a certifi-

* of the labor that has ~been con-

uted.  "Fhis certificate is to be re-
"emable in the results of the common
"“"hh-timl'

;;.l"“’»"‘"‘\"'r much we may have
}'!L‘)‘--“M‘t“ despised tl_lis_the(sry, it is time
m:»\-]t“ to see that it is the tenet of the

ivip:, Widespread politica]l party in the
civilized world, It is ‘a party that
1;‘““;"«“ no. fatherland, as it knows no
frnt ler tongue. It has cut itself free

“r."“; 41111. the prejudices of language and

: iqI‘noviltmnnl methods in government,
““Ilf‘mtw'“ strong enough to-day to con-
"10<‘tivee its forces In some constitutional,
oty Supmumty Ad by o singl
mﬂchinbrm gt to take possession of the

Th ﬁY of government.

€ dinal, adequate end, namely, abso-

lute eommon ownership, is not always
stated in its fullness and simplicity in
certain common - ownership platforms
drawn up at the time of municipal and
other elections. The collectivism advo-
cdted in these programmes is often lim-
ited to those industries where capital
has already become sufficiently - central-
ized to manifest the tyranny of monopoly
and where the centralization is suffi-
ciently organized to make the transfer to
publi¢ control an affair of merely pass-
ing a law, signing a paper and paying a
price. We are not considering here the
advantages or disadvantages of certain
municipal ownerships, as of water,
lighting and passenger transport; or pf
certain national ownerships, as of rail-
ways, telegraph lines, etc. = We are
occupied solely with the question of ulti-
mate complete centralization, the aboli-
tion of private capital, and the common
ownership of all the means and instru-
ments of production. The tendency of
the broad socialistic movement is to this,
as to an ideal, a goal. We are told that
it is only by an ultimate reconstruction
of society upon the basis of common
ownership that all men will be enabled
to receive a wage commensurate with
their labor, a compensation due to them
for the benefit which by their labor they
bestow upon the community. It is seri-
ously important, therefore, to understand
at the beginning and to bear constantly
in mind that in dealing with the collect-
ivist theory we are dealing with a politi-
cal theory of labor and not with a theory
of idleness, anarchy, nihilism, dynamite
or free plunder.

In the face of this latest scheme for
the amelioration of the condition of
labor, all the old systems for the recon-
struction of society, the systems of St.
Simon, of Fourier, etc., have passed
into the history of theory. The new
system * itself is far from being clear,
whether as to the details of method or
of practically distributed results. How-
ever, its fundamental principle, the con-
solidation and common ownership of all
the means and instruments of produc-
tion, is clearly and unmistakably an-
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the misery; and that the only admiss-
ible legislation in  the matter is that
which makes for common ownership. :

When we hear them using Proudhon’s
expression, “Property is robbery,” we
must be careful to understand that they
do not charge the individual property
holder of to-day with being a robber.
They are attacking a system from
which, they concede, the property holder
has no escape, but under which the
wage-earner can mnever get the value of
his work. Under the capitalist system
into which competition must necessarily
fall, the surplus value of a day’s labor,
the profit, which once went at least to
the sma competitor, is now added
simply to the accumulations of capital,
to minister to the luxury of the few and
to strengthen the few in their power of
determining the serfdom of the many.
The individual capitalist is' not blamed
for this. He is not accused of person.
ally robbing the wage-earner of the
surplus value of his work. He is recog-
nized as being the fortunate one in
what is called the “anarchy” of competi-
tion, an anarchy upheld by civil statute;
and so long as he wishes to compete he
must abstract as much as he can from
the fruit of labor. It is the system,
then, which has to be changed. 'The
root has to be dug wup. - Competition
must be eliminated, and in its place
there must be substituted, also by law, a
collective ownership in which there will
be no wage-earners and no capitalists as
persons adequately distinet. All must
be producers for their own benefit in
the benefit of all.

‘Once more, we must be ¢cn our guaard
against a prevalent vague notion that
the main tenet of the ‘actual socialism,
collectivism, is the periodical dividing up
and redistribution of all properties, so
as to preserve equality of possessions
amongst the citizens. = Whatever may
have been the meaning of some old
forms of communism, the socialism of
to-day does not contemplate this at all.
It aims simply at common ownership
of all the means of production, to the
end that each one may receive a wage,

nounced. This principle, at least in
partial expression, is found embodied as
a political tenet in every official social-
istic programme that is presented to the
people for their suffrage. It is the one

£| point which is found in every socialistic

programme without exception. And
what is significant of its silent power
is that it is recognized by governments
the most antagonistic to it as .a policy
which may be legitimately presented to
the people for their election.

In the socialist theory, then, the one:
sole cause of all the difficulties with
which labor has to contend is free com-
petition in production. This affects
everything—the stocking of the market,
the wages paid, the price. The wage-
earner is at the mercy of the competing
capitalist producers, Take away the
ope cause of the difficulties, take away
competition, and the labor question is
solved. The only way to. be rid of
competition is to have no competitors.
The only way to be rid of competitors
is to have but one producer. The only
way to have but one producer is to make
all the means and instruments of pro-
duction absolutely common property,
and to prohibit all private production
for profit or sale.

This socialism has enterec Into the
field to win, not by violence, but by the
present conventional political means—
that is to say, by a majority of votes.
Though socialists feel that just now
they cannot get this majority for the
establishment of the social state, yet
they are sanguine of ultimate success.
They rely.upon the enemy as their best
ally im the destruction of ‘the “enemy.
Under the conditions of industry which
have been brought about by machinery
and rapid transport, they are waiting
for the competitive system to run its
course. Within fifty years the old-time
conditions—under which the tradesman
owned his lot, his shop, his tools and
the fruit of his labor, under which he
found his own market and regulated
supply to demand—have practically dis-
appeared. Small proprietorships of
peasant, mechanie, merchant, have given
way to huge agricultural, industrial and
mercantile capitalizations. The process
goes on with giant strides. To use the
expression of Karl Marx, “One capital-
ist kills many.” ‘The socialist, then, is
waiting for large capitals to absorb the
smaller. He will thus find created for
him a few millionaires on the one hand
and a race of wage-earners on the other,
The essential preparatory work will be
done for him (as he could not do it him-
self) by the trusts and monopolies, the
inevitable outcome of competition. As
the capitalists by absorption grow fewer,
the workers must increase in numbers,
and they must also increase in misery,
since they can have nothing to say about
production, market or price. This de-
velopment must go on until the workers
revolt by using the legal means of suff-
rage which has been put into their
hands. But when they revolt it will be
as a united, organized, disciplined body,
into which they shall have been formed
by the very methods of the capitalist
system. Then, as capitalists expropri-
ated the many for the benefit of tne few,
the many will turn around and expropri-
ate the few for the benefit of all. This
is the prospective evolution.

_The plan of allowing all industries
first to reduce themselves to a few con-
trolling centres of capital is compara-
tively slow of execution. But it is regard-
ed by the socialist thinker as a necessary
preparation of the masses for the final
step by which all tfe centres will be
made one. Hence we do not find social-
ism attacking centralization. This toler-
ance it extends even to the matter of
huge armies, feeling that when the new
era dawns there will be no danger of a
military struggle, since the armies will
be made up from the ranks of the
workers. Therefore, the socialist leader
and thinker is not in a hurry. He
knows that from private ownership of
all the means of production according to
the old competitive method, to common,
public ownership of all the means of pro-
ductlpn, a single leap is an impossibility.
He is satistied with promoting the
preparatory work which must necessarily
be done, and which is actually being
done for him by the monopolies, trusts,
huge corporations. These centralizations
are an object-lesson which accustoms

more centralized management. In the
end all that the socialist will have to do :
will be to unite under one management |
the two, three or four great corporations '
of a given industry—steel, coal, oil,
paper, sugar, tobacco—and then, at eone
stroke, by a _combination of the indus-|
tries, to eliminate the slavery condition
of private capital and reap the fruit of '
common ownership.

then, may be designated as one of party '
organization. The chief stimulus used
to effect the organization, one that
appeals best to individual sensibilities, is
the picturing of the misery of labor.
This misery is easily admitted to come
precisely from the trust, and the trust is
as easily proved to be the necessary con-
sequence of private capital. In this is
found a solution of what to many seems
a contradiction—namely, on the ome hand
to expose and deplore the misery that
comes from concentrated capital, and on
the other hand megatively to promote the
very capitalism that intensifies the
misery. But there is 'a double purpose
In it all; first, to show the possibility of
a  still  greater concentration; - and
secondly, by exhibiting the private
monopoly as the necesSary consequence
of competition, to increase discontent
and make the suffering neople clamor for
what is _Dresented as the sole remedy—
the placing of all wage-work absolutely
under common control. Hence we see
the socialists refusing to endorse restrict-
ive legislation against trusts, saying that
this can only perpetuate the private com-
petition which has been the root of all

minds to concede the feasibility of a still f

a compensation due to him for the labor
which he has expended upon the com-

jmon production.

Still further, we must know that the
socialistic system does not propose to
dispossess the capitalist brutally, whilst
depriving him of the privilege of draw-
ing an ‘interest on his ecapital or his
plant. It will, of course, prohibit all
private industry for profit, and thus all
instruments and machinery, as private
capital, will become useless. But the
socialist proposes to make some com-
pensation. Private producers will be
privileged to transfer their plants to-the
collective state, and they will receive in
return an annuity for a number of years,
to be fixed according to the value of
what they have transferred. This
annuity will be in the form of labor cer-
tificates. With these certificates the
common produce can be obtained and the
common service can be utilized, so that
the heretofore capitalist, and perhaps his
descendants, may livee in luxury for ten
or twenty or forty years. But no one of
them all may go iuto business; they
may not produce; they may not make
their capital grow. When the scrip
shall have been used up, the descendants
shall have to go to work like the rest
of the people. We believe that the
foregoing outline contains a very fair
statement of the fundamental tenet of
collectivism. We do not think that in
the flood of socialistic jourmals and
pamphlets there will be found a clearer
or more comprehensive statement of the
first’ principle of the party which bids
for the politico-industrial management of
civil society. We have dispensed with
citations, which, thoagh they might lend
an air of erudition, would add nothing
to the conviction of a publicly recog-
nized fact.

THE THEORY APPLIED.

Now for a practical view or the oper-
ation of the fundamental principle, let
us suppose the socialistic state to be
agreed upon, and an effort set on foot
to put it into running order.

be necessary for the very existence and
continuance of a civil community along
the lines of material civilization with
which no one would be willing to dis-
pense. These three things are, briefly,
reedom of individual demand, a more
or less determinate wunit measure of
value for the purposes of exchange, and
freedom of the individual to choose an
occupation and to qualify for the same.
No one accustomed to the present
material civilization will be willing to
change it for a new order of things, un-
less under that new order he-shall be
able to provide himself with what he
needs, or thinks he needs, as easily as
at present; unless he shall have some
measure of value and medium of ex-
change no less convenient than the
article which we now call money; and
unless he shall have at least the same
chance which he now has to select his
occupation and to vary the same.

In the present advanced stage of
material civilization these three things
are necessary as stimulus or aid to the
development of individual capacity.
Now, it has never been demonstrated
that a state founded on the funda-
mental tenet of socialism can supply
these three mneeds of the individual in
the modern civilization.

Take first the case of the supply for
every individual demand. First and
foremost_ before all things, what the new
collectivist state will have to do will
be to regulate supply according to de-
mand. And if that state is to be a
success, the supply must be regulated
even better than it is to-day. We must
understand at the outset that in the new
state the entire production, the kind and
amount produced, and the distribution of
all things, in all places, for all emergen-
cies, will necessarily have to be managed
by bureaus or committees. It is hardly
possible for a human intellect to con-
ceive the enormous governmental mma-
chinery which will be required for this
one function of the new state. There
is here implied not merely the regulation
of ‘the supply of coal oil, or shoes, or
perfumery, or books, or millinery, or
tobacco, or quinine, or coal, or ink,
rouge, razors, ice cream, fams, chewing
gum—but the supply of each of these
and of all of these, and of everything
absolutely that is used andis called for,
and of everything that may be called
or.

If that new state cannot and does not
actually do this, then, instead of being
a liberation it will be an enslavement;
instead of securing freedom it will open
at once as the most galling despotism.
In the system of free small competition
I can always get what I want. The
thing I desire may be useful or it may
be useless; but, for the moment, I

el ) ouIent
The present phase of the movement, ] aon ' that I need it, and so imagining,

can always get it. Under the small
competitive system it requires very little
demand to induce some one to undertake
to supply the demand. I can always
find a mechanic who will take my job
and try to execute my idea. My idea
may not be the most scientific. =~ That
matters very little to the mechanie, but
1t matters much to me, in my present
mood, to have my idea carried out. This
freedom of individual demand, taken in
the aggregate, is a_ primary. essential in
the material benefits which man-is to
Caaw from ecivil society. I can always
havg my demand supplied when there is
an mdxvxdpa] personal profit to be made
by supplying the demand. But where
governmental machinery will have to be
moved in order to carry out my odd
idea—which to me is a ‘very bright one—
and where the committee can look for
no special profit, but only for trouble, in
deserting its routine, I cannot expect to
®et the service which I conld easily get
from the independent tradesman. Any-
thing outside the established routine of
production will then be obtainable only
under the -difficulties which now attend
the passage of a law through a city
council,

; I There are |
three things which we may conceive to'

" It is necess! to keep this point in
mind—that'lnutze,nev_' state the total
population must inevitably be at the
mercy of a ruling committee and of a
system of committees, and that it is only
rough the goodwill of the committee
¢hat an individual can have done for
fimself what he pleases and when he
.pleases. In the suppression of free
étemand._ therefore, by the elimination of
ee production, an Insuperable obstacle
is put to the development of indi-
viduality and to the practical, untram-
me exercise of that inventive spirit
upon which the purely material progress
of a community depends. The new sys-
tem thus affects not merely the prospect-
ive progress, but also the actual con-
tentment of the community; for there
can be no contentment in a community
when the individual is prevented from
spending his earnings upon the things
which he happens to fancy. ‘

It is a patent fact that in the social-
istic programmes this difficulty of sup-
ply to demand has never been satisfac-
torily or honestly discussed. There is
abundant promise to the proletaire of
magnificent festivals, pageants, excur-
sions, concerts, which, every one, will be
obliged to take in the crowd. But no
regard is shown-for that domestic ex-
clusiveness of entertainment and that
quiet relaxation which we all know form
the true-enjoyment of the better part of
the community.

Under this new system, we have to
recognize, there will be no usury, no
private monopoly. There will be no
tenancy. or leases, no renting of houses,
no real estate agents, mo mortgages, no
stocks or stock exchanges. There will
be no display made by competitors in
shop windows, no trading of any kind,
no coinage of money, no silver question.
Money means private capital that can
be introduced into private enterprise for
private gain. There could be no private
enterprises. There would be only
bureaus and committees to decide upon
the production and transport of goods,
according to the judgment which the
committees would be pleased to pass on
the needs of the people. Salesmen and
saleswomen would not care what you
asked for in return for your certificate of
a day’s labor. They could have mno
interest in pleasing you. You would
have no chance to toss up the goods on
the counters two or three times a week,
You would have to know precisely what
you wanted when you wandered into
the dull warehouse-on a bright after-
noon. The markets and shops of to-
day are merely a consequence of com-
petitive production. In the new state
there would be no occasion for them.
There would be no page advertisements
of startling bargains in the Sunday
newspapers, There could be no adver-
tisements at all. There would be no
‘bargains, for there would be no rival
establishments. The newspaper would
be no power in trade or politics. There
would be no trade. Politics would be
a thing of the past, just as rival show
rooms and warehouses and those obso-
lete terms, wholesale and retail.

‘Where, then, would the interest of
the individual be supposed to come in ?
In this, simply, as we have stated, that
every man would be supposed to obtain
a wage that would be considered to rep-
resent the full value of his labor.
this leads us to speak of what we placed
as a -second requisite in the modern
civilized state, namely, some approxi-
mately fixed and determinable unit
measure of value for the purposes of
exchange.

In the new state there could be no real
rmoney, as we understand the term.
With us real money is both measure of
value and medium of exchange. In the
new state the two funections of money
would have to be distributed. They
could not be combined in the same
article or instrument. As each member
of the community would be supposed to
be remunerated according to his contri-
bution in labor to the general store or
service, libor itself, in some way or
other, would necessarily have to be the

easure of value. The medium of ex-
change, then, since the labor or the
product could not be passed arcund
would needs have to be a certificate of
labor = contributed. “This certificate
could not be in the form of gold or silver
or anything which might have its own
value, as a commodity, over and above
the labor represented. In the socialistic
state, then, the measure of value would
be the labor contributed; and the certi?
ficate of labor would be the medium for
the purpose of the common produce and
the utilization of the common service.

The labor hour as the standard meas-
ure of value is, indeed, the pivo: of the
wnole socialistic scheme. But it is a
pivot which will support nothing; and
any scheme which attempts to turn upon
it must go to pieces from a thousand
and one disasters. Moreover, after going
through the long and laborious and
specious discussions of Marx and the
other socialistic solons, we discover that
it is precisely this solitary, fundamental,
essential basis and support of the whole
superstructure that they have failed to
determine, and that they do not dare to
determitie,

As a basis for the standard of value
and for the medium of exchange there
is nothing which I ean conceive of as
being less determingte or less determin-
able than the labor houtr,

There are two ways only of counting
the labor hour—by time employed and
by value produced. Is all labor to be
maid according to time given, with abso-
lute equality? Or is the scrip certificate
to have its purchasing power from &
given amount which has been produced
and which shall be regarded as the wunit
of value ?

If the labor hour is to be paid by
mere time, then, when you are working
amongst a hundred men to produce the
common store, and you are working
harder than the ninety-nine, they will be
receiving the fruit of your labor, and
you will be receiving none of theirs.
They will be reducing your wages and
you will be raising theirs. This is
against the fundamental tenet of social-
ism, i.e., that every man shall receive
the full wage due to his labor. In a
population of a million you will have to
know that 999,999 are working as indus-
triously for you as you are working for
them. To be satisfied that the principle
is in operation you must know that you
are not laboring to cover over other
men's laziness and fraud of time. If
you give to each labor hour of the indus-
trious, of the lazy, of the skilled, of the
ignorant, the same remuneration, it will
not. take thirty days to banish from the’
community every indication of industry
and skill. In sixty days the collective
society will be bankrupt, because there
will not be on hand the produce which
the scrip calls for. If you get a dollar
for your hour’s work, no matter how
much you do and no matter how you do
it, it stands to reason- that you shall not
expend your care and energy to earn a
dollar which you can get with equal
certainty for the same slow, heedless
hour which your neighbor devotes to
the public service of production. It is
fiurply incredible that intelligent collect-
vist-socialists of twenty years ago
should not have seen the contradiction
between the end intended, i.e., the re-
muneration of labor to its full value,
and the means proposed to accomplisk
the end, i. e., the measuring of the value
of all labor equally by pure duration.
The system was certainly very simple.
Its simplicity brought it adherents,
especially among the indolent. The
simple system helped to create the party,
and we see it still practically set forth
to-day in the unwise demands of some
local: labor organmizations, But Marx
and other leading collectivists of his day
found themselves obliged to recede from
too much insistence upon the time meas-
urement for the value of the labor hour.

If we take the thing in reason, and in
its emtirety—as we must always do in
discussing a scheme—we have to see

labor camnot possibly have a purchasing
power beyond amount anq value pro-
duced. A labor hour can give purchas-
ing power to a scrip only by reason of
some definite amount produced in the
hour of Iabor. If a thing has not been
produced it cannot be purchased. Now.
there are no two men whose hour of
labor can be counted wuwpon to give
exactly the same results, Neither is
the labor hour of the same person al-
ways unifermly produc¢tive. Thus the
value of the serip, to have any definite
purchasing power, must be measured by

’|the minimum production.

It stands to

And |

that the scrip certificates for hours of |

reason, then, that eaeh one will produce
this minimum, seeimg that he can receive
no more for the serip that testifies to
his labor. We cannot conceive of the
long continuance of & state where every
citizen is doing as little as he possibly
can, to the end that he may not be im-
posed upon by the idleness of all the

other citizens.

making the hour of labor the measure of
value is to take account of what is_pro-
duced. This is, indeed, to eliminate
pure time as a measure of value and to
measure value by the need, desirability
or mere demand (for demand may not
be suppressed) of articles produced and
services rendered. An estimate of rela-
tive value will then have to be passed
on everything that may be demanded.
As a certificate serip for production of
one kind will have to be accepted in
exchange for service and commodities of
every kind, it will be necessary to estab-
lish a ratio of value between each
resultant of labor and every other result-
ant of labor. Each resultant o_f labor
through all the stages of production will
have to have its schedule of fixed ratios
with everything that can be produced
and with every service that can be de-
manded; since the scrip representing it
will have to be exchangeable for every-
thing to be found in the community.
Now, if, as we are told, there is so much
difficulty in maintaining a ratio between
two metals as unvarying as gold and
silver, the supply of which, as inert
matter, can in a degrée be regulated,
how shall we make up ratios for the
labor- hours of fifty million persons
applying themselves in a million differ-
ent industries to the production of things
that are unequally necessary and of
shifting g@esirability ? If pure time
measure Ior the value of the labor hour
was marvelously simple,” in this other
only alternative of the collective state,
the establishing of all the ratios, we
have something that is no less marvel-
ously complex. :

The difficulty of the ratios will be-
come manifest in a brief illustration.
Let us take simply the final labor ex-
pended upon the finishing of a few arti-
cles that are now produced. Let us
say, merely by way of example, that fo?
this finishing labor A produces in an
hour 30 pairs of suspenders; B pro-
duces 80 gallons of molasses; C, the
milliner, produces one spring hat; D
produces 9 kegs of nails; K produces
25 gross of wooden toothpicks; K pro-
duces 19 gross of hairpins, and G pro-
duces 1 violin. We are taking only a
few articles, and we are considering only
the last touches upon these articles. We
are not considering the multifarious dis-
tinct kinds of produective labor hours
that have previously been given. For
this we should have to introduce the
ploughing of fields, the planting of cotton
and cane and ffax, the milling, the
smelting of copper and tin and iron, the
felling of trees, the sawing of wood, the
harvesting and gathering and ecarding
and spinning and weaving, the manufac-
ture of machinery, the transport, the
storing, the dispensing for distribution of
material, ete., etc. We leave all this
out, though it would have to be intro-
duced in the complete scheme even for
these few articles, as well as for a
jmillion more. Now, taking the labor of
the finishing touches, where is the labor
of the most value ? Sit down for a
year with your pencil and paper and
work out the answer. Work your ten
years, or twenty. You cannot do it.
Half the world believes that a working
equivalent cannot be found between
|two pure metals, silver and gold. How
ishall it be found between a million, be-
tween fifty million articles produced,
between all the various kinds of labor
iresults contributing to their final produc-
‘tion ? What are the precise relative
values of the labor hour employed in
weeding a potato patch, and the labor
hour devoted to sewing on glove but-
tons? How many dozen glove buttons
will balance an acre of potatoes? If
you are a socialist and do not wish to
commit yourself to paying for mere time,
iindependently of what i§ done, you wiil
{be obliged to establish this little ratio,
together with a million more. You will,
besides, be obliged to re-establish the
ratios every day- ateording to the fluctu-
ating value put upon anything an
everything by the changing tastes of
the community.

But let us suppose that you have sue-
ceeded. in-laying down g few ratios be-
tween commodities or various kinds of
public service, say ®between street-
|cleaning, making ice cream, playing the
!bass drum and pulling teeth. The ratios
|could not be established with anything
‘like the exactness of the ratio that can
lbe established between silver and gold.
But let us suppose that you have suec-
ceeded in working out the six ratios,
showing the value of each of these kinds
of labor hour in terms of each of the
otller§. How are you going to decide
who is to have the privilege of applying
himself to the most lucrative kind of'
labor ? - Who shall be obliged to take
the‘ labor that is less remunerated, even
whilst he is willing ‘and anxious and
competent to do the better rewarded
labor ? 1In fairness, there gan be but
one way to determine the” individuals
who are to have the preference—an
examination test, established for every
occupation and free to all comers. The
whole land will be turned into a school
‘of civil service contests. If you do not
wish this endless examination, which
will stop the wheels of business, you
have but one alternative: you must
allow the members of the committees to
give the best places to their friends—
and within sixty days you will have the
community in a bloody revolution.

We dismiss _altogéther the question of
hard laber which has been utterly un-
productive for the community, a ques-
tion that must arise in regard to agri-
cultural labor wherever there is a failure
of the crops. Time nreasurement here
could be the only measure, and the pros-
pect of a time méasure, as we have seen,
would always mean’ the minimum of
exertion, and hence the minimum' of
food produced. :

In regard to this third point, - mamély,
choice of occupation, let us thke! a‘din-
gle case in the higher professions.: In
the collective state, who wwill be’ the
physiciane? If there are to be physicians,
they will, of course, have to be edu-
cated at the public expense. As th-
young men to be educated cannot be ex-
pected to have laid by any labor cer-
tificates to serve for their support during
the time of their medical studies, it is
clear that they will have to reeeive for
their hours of study—say eight hours
per diem—corresponding labor certifi-
cates as for so many hours spent in the
public service. And, indeed, their ser-
Ivices will have to be specially remun-
ierated; for, as they will be deprived of
ithe active, open-air exercise which is tha
privilege of those who labor in the fields,
they will require a more easily digested
and hence a more costly nourishment.
The daily bacon and corn-bread which
would be the delight of the herdsman
iand of the log-roller would bring chronic
dyspepsia to the medical aspirant; and
it is important, as a matter of grave
moment in therapeutics, that the physi-
cans who survive should not all be dys-
| peptic.

They will all have to be fittingly sup-
iported during their studies. This being
|fixed, there arises the problem of the
'selection of candidates. Let us suppose
that one hundred physicians are consid-
jered to be sufficient for a given quad-
rangle of the socialistic state. How shall
ithey be chosen? All the boys and girls
;of ten years of age will have a right
to demand that they be educated for the
1medical profession. Here at the start is
an insuperable difficulty. But let us
suppose that at length four thousand
young men and women of the age of
jtwenty years present themselves to be-
! gin the medical studies. Out of these
|it may be necessary to select three hun-
dred, in order to make allowance for
death and failure. The selection will
have to be made by a committee? Will
it select at random ? That would not
ibe the equality of distributive justice
which is the professed. aim of the ecol-
lective state. Will it select according to
previous examinations in schools of art
and letters? Knowledge of arts and let-
ters is mot a criterion of certain very
important qualifications which should be
:looked for in those to whom the fives of
the community are. to be entrusted.

‘only in the mrseotme&ice,an&wﬁch
—any physician will attest it—go far to
make up the ne y -equipment of the

cannot be foreseen by an committee.
Hence, no committee can make a fit ses

The other way, as we have said, offjosion’ of eubjects for education in medi-

cine, >

We shall, nevertheless, suppose that
the committee does make a selection of
the three hundred who are to pursue
the medical studies., As we have said,

salary or wages for study. 'What guaran-
tee can we have that they will really fit
themselves for the best public service?
For, the practice of med: will have
to be a public service, since there can
be no competition. No more can be
done than té establish a minimum per-
centage which one must reach in order to
be accepted as the public servant. And
in the doing of this the entire medical
profession is reduced to a minimum o!
exeellence. [For, nine-tenthe of those
‘who, under the system of private compe-
tition, would have labored for a maxi-
mum of excellence, will, under the new
system, labor only for a minimam
which is demanded for the earning f
the daily wage in the public service -—*he
only thing they can aspire to. In a
word, the entire profession is degraded,
and the entire community is put at the
mercy of the half-educated charlatams.
Drugs, medicines, under the new system,
will have to be as free as water. The
members of the community, on labor
hour certificates, cannot be expectetd to
lay by enough to cover the expenses of
a long illness.
and incapacitated will have to be doue
by public hospital service. But whege
nurses and doctors and all persons en-

are qualified for their service by a mini-
mum examination, we may well pity the
community that is subjected to the col-
lusion of such servants whose wages are
independent of the efficiencey of their
service,

This is ‘but one illustration which we
have chosen to pursue, out of a hundred
thousand. The socialists do not go in-
to these details. They are careful to
avoid such details. They keep on ecry-
ing, “The fruit of labor for the work-
man and down with capital.” They pose
as reformers; but their reform when in-
vestigated is seen to consist simply in
tearing down and not in building.” In
no one of their programmes have they
presented a practical, satisfactory detail
upon any point of the new system which
they offer ta establish,

'We may remark here that it is a nec-
essary consequence of the socialistic
scheme that every person who is at least
willing to work must be entitled to the
labor wage. Hence it must be a sodially
inevitable fact that at all times there
shall be many who shall receive the labor
wage whilst doing mo work. For it ‘s

locality shall always be producing. Yet
such persons are fully entitled to the
labor wage, for the principle of equality
demands that it be not arbitrarily given
to one in preference to another. If
however, actual labor should be counted
a necessary condition for the receipt of
the wage, then those for whom there
would be nothing to do in a locality
would have to be transported at public
expense to another locality where labor
would be possible. Thus there would
be ‘an endless shifting of populations;
there would be a continual breaking up
of families—a vital blow given to one
of the fundamentals of human liberty.

_To return to the second of our ques-
tions: the new socialism has set iteelf
the task of specifying what it means
by the labor hour as the measure of
value—whether that measure is to be
the time of the labor or the utility,
necessity, desirability of the result: the
hour or the product. As we have seen
the produet must necessarily enter

this will give us a standard the ‘ost
fickle, fluctuating and complex that. could
possibly be devised. For th
of avoiding 4 more bewildering complex-
1

justly decidé  rpon
than by the
munity,

v

If a few individuals want a

of the community; and the diminution
of the supply would mean an increase

demanded by all. ' Socialist leaders see
their dilemma.” Hence they are re-
ticent or overcautious in their expres-
sions upon the use value of labor. They
are apprehensive of the shoal of rocks
upon which their phantom ship must go
to pieces. For the most part, therefore,
we find them still specifying by the
time and glossing over the genera: use
value of the labor in which the time is
spent., But this mere time value, the
equal wage for all time service, is the
most galling civie tyranny that can be
exercised upon the intelligence, industry
and enterprise of a population.

cessary
medical practitioner whe is to be of real
value to the community. MThese things from

these students will have to receive their

Everything for the intﬁrml

trusted with the health of the citizens|

impossible that all persons in the same!

inte
the standard. But, as we bave also geen,

e purpose

lc)fftﬂiud nrt&'c{)e alllld this article has to
prodguced by them, the labor expendi-| - i

ltull;g 1’m‘k th?:o idea ’Would be so much  POISONOUS et b o B
abor' taken m the production of what ! A

is really desired and used by the whole-lute SMiety o @ Bew-Rory Dahe

in the price of “;the commodity that is

P x ," ’ _*
Theto are certain mordl and physicial menta principle. nwm  attitud
qualities which can exhibit t of the policy gvo'lﬂdTil::m ter for speci
This much

comsideration, , ‘however,
may be said, that the gemeral litera-
ture of the movement, together Wwith
the character of a vast body of men

whom it is getting its support,
leave no Toom to e that it
would or could be other tham strictly
materialistic, that is atheistic and purely
irreligious.

Taking, then, the temporal view alone,
we have to remember that there is no
temporal advantage which can compen-
sate a man for the loss of his individu-
ality, has personal liberty, his native
‘autonomy. In this view the develop-
ment of individuality implies the right
to earn amd the right to learn.

‘what we have said it ought to be mani-
fest that the collectivist paternalism
stands in the way of individnal develop-
ment by practically forbiddimg the un-
trammeled exercise of the right to earn.
But the scheme is equally obstra:-ive
of individual  development ‘n the
other way, and ae thus obstrac.ive
it is, mperhaps, the more immin-
ent danger to us at the presemt hour.
There is a slavery not alone of the body,
but also of the soul. .Besides the slavery
}of matter there is a slavery of mind.

There can be a slavery mot only of
muscular energy, but even of thp ener-
gies of thought. And it is precisely in
the intellectual spheré—even in the tem-
poral order—that socialism is to exercise
its most disastrous effect upon the na-
tive liberities of the individuals of the
collection. Under the system the individ-
ual cannot be priviliged to get the edn-
cation which he Lknows to be best,
whether for himself or for his c¢hildren.
The entire management of the intellectu-
al culture will necessarily be in the
"hands of the bureaus. If the bureaus
|decide that a certain book is not to be
| printed, it shall not be printed. It will
be consigned to oblivion with its author.
If the author does not choose to
mittee he cannot get into print; for the
entire plant wild be at the dictate of the
committee. The committee cannot print
everything at everybody’s request. [t
will have to make a selection: and it will
select according to its prejudices.

The most terrible tyranny, then; of the
isocialist state will be the tyranmy over
thought. It might be a surprise to many
to hear it affirmed that where they would
look last for the realization of the pa-
iternal despotism, mamely, in the dou}-am
of truth and the realms of thought, ng}n
there has the socialist principle found its
most comprchensive application. Men
write so as to suit the ideas of the com-
who would repudiate scornfully the im-
;putation of an alliance with the collec-
{tive socialist movement are doing more
than any other class to promote that
movement and to prove its feasibility.
It is in the advocacy of control of the
thoughts of the young through commit-
tees and bureaus that the new socialism
is striking its strongest blows, silently
and with telling effect. If people are not
willing to be awakened to the truth of
this, they shall awake upon a day to
find that their sons and daughters ha.ve
been led into an intellectual captivity
tsuch as has not been since the begin-

! ning of the world.
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A LIFE SAVER.

| Baby’s Own Tablets Make Children
Well and Keep Them Well, '

Emergencies come quickly in the lives
lof little ones, and the wise mother 'W1}1
always keep at hand a reliable medi-
cine to cope with them. Delay may
ime:m the loss of a precious little life.
There is no medicine can take the place
{ of Baby's Own Tablets in relieving,
curing and preventing the minor ail-
tments of children. “If you could see
my baby now,” writes Mrs. James Bo-
viah, of French River, Ont., “and com-
pare him with his condition before I
began giving him Baby’s Own Tablets,
you would uot know it was thé same
child. From the age of four wp to
twenty-one months e was constantly
fll, and was wasted -away to a_ skele-
ton. I gave him a great many medicines,
but always without result, until I heard

ty we have omitted to hint that -even | 4 ablets and began giv-
the use value of the product could be|°f Rabys n Tose .
0 in ho other way
veie o the.whole com- pouithy child.

ing them to him. Almost at once they
| helped him and he is now a fine, fat,
I now alwaye keep the
Tablews - h“,‘}ff:" . 4!
The Tablets cobva. «0he G the
“soothing™
medicines, and can be given with abso-
Sold
by all druggists or sent by mail at 25
cents a box by writing to the Dr. Wil-
liams’ Medicine ‘Co., Brockville, Ont.

v sa-dn the

—_—

hree cases Panama Hats at £3.50,
$£9.00 and $10.00, just ¢ e Wik
liams & Co. »

—_—

Bill Dovle of Three Forks. shot the
largest grizzly that has been capturel in the
Slocan, last week. The hide measures 7
feet 10 inches from tip to tip, and is a
perfect specimen.—New Denver Ledge.
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THE NEW FRENCH REMEDY
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Unfortunately, is is precisely this pros- £ A

pective despotism, to be exercised over
the attentive, the careful, the indus
trious and the conscientious, that hss
contributed as much as anything else to
swell the ranks of the new socialism as
a political party. The lazy, the chronic
grumblers, the dissatisfied, the impro-
vident, are swept into the political mael-
strom by the momentum of their own
inerita. The late deeds of the socialists
in Italy, Belgium and Spain are evidence
of the methods by which a dangerous
class of men, under the name of a
recognized political party, are ready to
execute their programme the world over.

"their own name or tenets, we find
among the promoters of gocialistic de-
mands that entire class which, with
chinge of fime or Iocality, kas made up
whit has beem knéwn as mihilism, the
inteTiiationidle, the ecomprune, the “reds”
—the class that has wrought all the des-
tructive revolutions ffom the days of the
‘“Terror.” There dreé certainly intelligent
and able men at the head of the col-
lectivist movement. But so weTe there
intelligent and sincere men at the heal
when the reform of the eighteenth cen-
tury began; but they were swept away
by a turbulent sea. It is the time stand-
ard for the value of labor which has,
for the present, merged into the soc_ia‘
collectivist party that emtire class whicl.
wants & paternal state where there via
be a wage for every hour; where a com-
mittee, representing the paternity of the
state, will set the task; and where mno
one will have a chance to grow rich.
Tt is precisely the promotion of this
socialistic time pay principle which has
done most, primarily, to bring dishonor
and discredit upon what ought to be, as
five centuries ago it used to be, the most
votent force to keep the social equilib-
rium. T mean the trades guild or labor
union. The trades wmumion has often
enough alienated its friends and set itself
in antagoniem to those who would have
been ite best support, by insisting upen
the time employed, rather than wupon
the excellence of the work dome, as the
measure of the labor wage.. It would be
interesting to learn how far the appli-
cation of this socialistic principgl, as
the working basis of certain trades
unions, has been responsible for some
of the uncomfortable .strikes by whieh
communities have been afflicted. I have
seen as many as seven hundred operat-
ives walk out of one establishment be-
cause the manager refused to pay the
hour-wage of the expert mechanic to one
man who was not skilled and who could
not do the work that was called for.The
union insisted upon his having the full
wage simply because he was a member
of the union. Amnd because the manager
would not sanction this socialistic tyran-
ny the whole establishment went out
upon a strike by order of the dictator.
'We have said mothing of the attitude
of the new socialism towards religion
Our purpose has been solely to:consid-
er the political possibility of the eco-
nomic scheme as judged by its funda-

Debarred from political recognition under

“

This successful and highlygopu_lar remedy, as
employed in the Continental Hospitals by Bxcotd,
Rostan, Jobert, Velpeau, and others, combines all
the desiderata to be sought in a medicine of the
kind and surpasses everytEing hitherto employed.

THERAPION No. 1

in a remarkably short time, of afew days only,
removes all discharges from the urinary organs,
superseding injections, the use of w]nch does irre-
parable harm by laying the foundation of stricture
and other serious diseases.

"THERAPION No.2

for impurity of the blood, scurvy, pimples, spots,

blotches, pains and swelling of the joints, secon-

dary symptoms, gout. rheumatism, and all diseases

for which it has to‘; much ta‘.) i?h:fntto ;?-
loy mercury, sarsaparula, &c., e destruction

gf s{lﬂ'erers’ tecth and ruin th. This pre-
aration purifies the whole system through the
lood, ang thoroughly eli: tes every p

matter from the body.

foruc.H EBA 'P,I_Qvimity, leep!
ness, and all the distressing consequences 9{ early
error, excess, residence in hot, unhealthy Cle;at'.es,
&c. It possesses surprising power in restoring
strengthpa.nd igour to thegobiiita.ted: 1dbyall
is s0
? E A P'o N the principal
Chemists and Merchants th: hout the World.
Price in England 2/9 & 4/6. In ordering, state
which of thengxreennmbers 18 ired, and observe
above Trade Mark, which is a fac-simile of word
¢ THERAPION’ as it appears on British Government °
Stamp (in white ll::ytten orde:'":af a I_;ed ﬁtqung), a%xed
to ckage is Majesty’s Hon.
C Gaitense and without which it is a forgery.
Sold by Lyman Pros. & Oo., Ltd.,
Toronto. Price, $1: poernge, 4 cents.

Chamberlain’s
. Remedies.

Chamberlain’s Cough Remedy.

lngoéongh. mzsum;hrgeaize‘;c.p‘

An antiseptic liniment especially valua-
ble'for Cuts, Bruises, insand Rheuma-
tism. Price 25 cents; size 5o cents.

 Chamberlain’s Stomach and
Liver Tablets.

For Disorders of the Stomach, Liver
and Bowels. Price 25 cents.

Every one of these preparations
is guaranteed and if not fully sat-
istactory to the purchaser ~y the
money will be refunded.
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