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should make an investigation, but that

- homes or investments.

of opinion have to be reconciled. To ask
the people to come together and submit
a cut and dried programme for them to
adopt would be to invite defeat, no mat-
ter what the merits of the plan might

be. Ontheotherhnndtauugmeet..

irg and have no suggestions to offer
would be a profitless undertaking. How
to hit a happy medium between the two
extremes is what Col. Prior and those
with whom he has consulted on the sub-
ject have been endeavoring to decide. It
is right to say that in taking hold of
the matter at all, Col. Prior has not
been influenced by any ulterior motive,
nor is he desirous of giving effeet to any
particular proposition. He moved in
the matter only: because of a sense of
public duty, and so that the result of the
movement is the betterment of the con-
dition of the city, he will be quite sat-
isfied, whether his own ideas are or are
not carried into effect. We feel it due
to him to make this statement, because
he eame forward largely in response to
the call for reform which found expres-
sion in many ways through the columns
of the press. :
Many things must be discussed, and it
is very clear that they cannot all be dis-
cussed advantageously at one meeting.
‘Among them are the city charter, the
number and mode of election of alder-
men, the relations of the schools to the
city government, the permanent executive
staff of the city, the debt, the improve-
ment of streets, the water supply, sew-
erage, fire protection and so on. Any
one of these subjects presents difficulties,
when it comes to being treated in a
business-like way, and others when it
cemies to securing for any solution of it
the assent of the people. It would be
an’ error for any number of persons
who might constitute themselves into a
committee, to formulate a plan; cover-
ing all these points, and ask a public
meeting to ratify it, and citizens may rest
assured that those who are aetive in
moving for reform have no intention of
‘doing anything like this. On the other
hand it weuld be useless to attempt to
frame any scheme covering the neces-
sary featares in a public meeting. When
the city of St. John, N.B, found itself
in need of a new charter, the provincial
government, at the request of the city,
appointed & commissioner to frame one
and after devoting some months to the
task, he reported a charter, which was
endorsed by the city «eouncil and passed
by the legislatyre. The city government
is being carried on under that charter
with very great satisfaction. When Se-
attle a few years ago felt that its old
charfer had outlived its msefulness, a
commission was appeinted by the . city
council to frame a new omne, which was
afterwards adopted by popular vote. In
both these cases the eommissioners took
evidence and suggestions <from any
gsource from which they were tendered.
But important as a city. charter is, the
choice of men to earry it into effect is
equally so. A mayor and aldermen who
are abreast of the times are needed,
and by this we mean men who not only
appreciate. what a city like Victoria re-
quires . at this junetare in. its history,
hut are prepared to take .the lead in
bringing it about. Here public opinion

must_do its work.. It may as well be

admitted now as later in the discus-
- sion, that the necessary civic improve-
ments cannet be made without the ex-
penditure of a good deal of money. To
get this money the assent of the tax-
payers will be needed. There exists
here, as in every other place, an element
opposed to any expenditures except
those that are absolutely essential. To
such we say that they are eonfronted
with a few conditions which cannot be

~ shirked. Our city is not keeping abreast
_of its neighbors in civic improvements.

If it is not intended to let everything
continue on the down grade money must

. be spent some time, and the longer the

delay the larger the sum will be. Prop-
erty holders, who think thatif they delay
new -people will come in and take up the
,burden of improvement, make a mistake.
New people will not come unless the
town is made attractive to them.
Things may be good enough for us, who
are used to them, but they fail to at
tract men of means, who are looking for
¢ g Such persons
will seek towns that, though théy may
be -inferior to Vietoria in -beauty of sur-
roundings and other respects, exhibit
greater evidence of progress. Investors
like to’ place their money in something
that 'is apprecidting, not in what is at

& .standstill or going downward, and
«they form their opinion on these points
- upon what appears on the surface. . The

men who have most to gain from the
improvement of Victoria afe the large

x -pr‘dperty holders. They have a direct

financial interest to secure by lending
their aid to make the ecity as attractive
as possible. We hope that when the
proposed meeting is held, the attendance

he had no power to administer an oath.
This is the lamest sort of an. excuse.
It was as easy to clothe Major Walsh
with that authority as it was to invest
Mr, Ogilyvie with it. This information
as to the desire of the officials puts a
new face on the matter. We were told
that there was really nothing to be
looked into, that we were simply giving
currency to a lot of Seattle yarns and
to the grumblings of disappointed ten-
derfeet who had come home poorer than
they went out. We were old that the
only trouble was that a lot of unruly
Americans were restless under the rigid
enforcement of Canadian law. And we
were soundly berated for being so un-
patriotic as to give publicity to such un-
warranted things. Now we are told that
so great was the feeling at Dawson that

.the officials themselves insisted upon an

inquiry. It would be interesting to learn
how long the Globe has known this. It
would be interesting to know why, in
view of this request of the officials, the
government declined to order an inves-
tigation until after the London Times
joined in the demand for a probing of
the matter to the bottom in the interest
of the good name, not of the officials,
but of the Dominion of Canada.

The second section of the Globe’s
article is an apology for the postal ac-
commodations at Dawson. 1t admits
that these were grossly inadequate, but
claims that it could not be helped, be-
cause the business developed faster than
the ability of the department to take
care of it. This is not an excuse; it is
a confession of incapacity. If Mr. Mu-
lock' did not knmow that thousands of
people were going into the Yukon, that
the mail service would be i\rregular, and
that, when letters did get in, there
would be a great rush for them, he was
the only man in North Ameriea who was
ignorant on these points. The excuse as
given by the Globe is simply a confes-
sion of complete neglect. The post office
department practically: did nothigg at
all, but left the mail arrangements for
20,000 people in the hands of the
Mounted Police, with no appliances to
do business with. It is idle to say that
nothing better could have been done.
The right foan in the right place would
have provided against the contingency
which arose, and which everyone saw
would necessarily arise.

. The third section of the Globe’s article
refers particularly to Mr. Gordon Hun-

“ter, and inferentially it is an admission

that it was a mistake to make S\-lch a
man as Mr. Fawcett gold commissioner,
and a still greater mistake to provide
him with insufficient assistance. 'Why
was not' sufficient assistance given?
Every one knew that the force in the
Gold Commissioner’s office was utter.ly
inadequate to the work assigne_d to it
Why has it taken a chorus of complaints
from the press, from Klondike to Lon-
don, to get this fact into the head of the
minister who should have known it be-
fore anyohe elge? It is all very well to
talk about new and unprecedented con-

ditions, but the existence of these condi-

tions was known long ago, and the rem-
edy could have been applied at a much
earlier day. No one has said very m'nch
in regard to the hopeless misconception,
which Mr. Sifton and Mr. Mulo.ck se.em
to have had of what the administration
of the Yukoa would call for, and:the
extraordinarily inadequate preparatn‘ms
made to meet the mergenc‘xes. whnch
were certain to arise; but there is much
complaint, and it is wholly jufat:ﬁed, at
their peedless delay in meeting what
they were told were erying v;vants. yVhy,
we ask, did they wait until the ineffi-
cient sdwministration, to use the mildest

 term applicable, became a scandal be-

fore providing the remedies now talked
of? :

The fourth section of the artlc.le myl-
ministers a little salve to Mr. Sifton’s

views. It tells us thai:

Mr.- Sifton has taken hold of the Yu-
kon administration with the wigor and
energy = that have marked his official
course since assuming ocontrol of the In-
terior Department, and the people have
now the assurance that all charges of
malfeasance will be cleared up and all
suspicion of: un removed.  The

the D v
e ::d it.cny have begn guilty they

will meet with their deserts.
What the country would like to know
is why Mr. Sifton did not take hold of

rness 2
ominion - will be vindi-

| this matter long ago. We should have

supposéd that the needs of ghe “gitpation
unprecedented in modern history,” to
quote the Globe, would have stimuolated
ch sooner.
hi%eto r:cptei:? ‘t.il‘;t the Globe’s article,
read without bias, is a strong arraign-
ment of the failure of the two depart-
ments most direetly coneerned with pro-
viding for the needs of the Yukon ‘min-

Lers. It fully substantiates all that the

Colonist and other eritics of the admin-

istration have contended for. We direct
attention tothe fact that we have.made

no specific allegations against any one,

will be large and representative.

but have only urged that an investiga-

duties of the office are well understood.

not be deprived of his presence.

the person, who has been named for the

complain of the manner in which that
department of the Yukon administration
is conducted.

QUARTZ IN KLONDIKE.

No doubt seems to exist as to the pre-
sence of extensive depésits of auriferous
quartz in the neighborhood of the Klon-
dike placers. Mr. Dawson and Mr. Ogil-
vie both led us to expect such discover-
ies. It is premature to express any
opinion as to the part these deposits
will play in the future of the Yukon,
but it may be stated with positiveness
that if development shows the veins to
be continuously valuable, quartz mining
will become a highly important industry
there.

The world has as yet only a vague idea
of what the Yukon country is likely to
produce. Thousands of men have gone
North, but of these only a small per-
centage have been experienced in the
seeking for the pr@cious metal. Most of
them have been utterly without any
knowledge of what to do in order to find
gold, and would not know gold-bearing
ore if they saw it. Moreover, the coun-
try is very difficult to prospect. .The dis-
tances are ‘great. The means of trans-
portation are imperfect on the main ar-
teries of travel and absolutely non-exist-
ent elsewhere. The wonder js not that
no more is known, but that so much has
already been ascertained about it.

Is not the Winnipeg Telegram unrea-
sonable when it says that the taxation
and charges wpon Yukon miners are so
heavy that the burdens imposed by the
Transvaal are “liberality in compari-
son ?7” It is a mistake to spoil a good
case by exaggeration. There is already’
sufficient ground' of complaint against
the manner in which the Northern gold-
fields have been handled without in-
venting grievances that can be promptly
shown to have no existence. For our-
selves,while holding that the royalty is too
high and probably not judiciously impos-
ed, we are not by any means prepared to
clamor for mueh reduction of the share,
which the Yukon miners have to pay to-
wards the expense of geverning the
country. A very ‘large proportion of
them are foreigners, who will remain in
Canada only long enough to make a
competency and will then go and live
elsewhere, and it is right that they
should pay at least what it costs to pro-
vide the mining unity with orderly
government and facilities of communi-
cation. What we think the people should
unite in demandipg is that the miners
should get what they pay for. It would
be a mistake to insist upon a recognition
_of grievances which are more imaginary
than real, which cannot, indeed, be sus-
tained before the bar of intelligent pub-

lic opinion. If the Conservatives were
to come into power ' to-morrow, they
would feel bound to make the Yukon
#elt-gustaining, and it is bad polities, to
put it on no higher plane, to pretend the
contrary.

The Toronto Globe expresses the be-
lief that * British Columbia will produce
men to match her mountains.” We are
not quite sure how this is going to be
about the men. Much will depend upon
the way the boys conduct: themselves.
Cigarette smoking and late hours in
aquestionable company will prevent the
development of a high' type of youth.
But when it comes to young girls, we are
prepared to match the Coast of British
Columbia against the: world. If you
doubt it, take a walk through the streets
of Victoria and Vancouver and notice
the young girls that are growing up,

development in this climate, and you will
not lack for proof. There are no finer

them are doing or they will be out:
classed. ' 2

HOW IT HURTS.
Rheumatism, with Its sharp twinges,

which - meutralizes the acid.|

saparilla.

aches and pains. Do you know the cause?|it was £
Acid In the blopd has accumulated in your!t, go. It is because it is full of match-

‘g:lpnnt:l‘llg:rh e ot dfbon less sentiments that the Bible has been
Thousands write that they have been com- | the inspiration and strengthener of lives,

pletely cured of rheumatism by Hood’s 8ar- | and the question of its literal accuracy
plays no part at all in determining its

Hood’s Pills cure’ naseau, sick headache, | value in ‘this respect. But we need not

scattered population. No one expected

It is pleasant to be able to speak thus|that the mountain:-section of the trans-
of an appointee of the opposite party,|continental line would prove the most
for the occasions when such language|valuable portion of it, so far as the gen-
can be used are none too numerous: If|aral business and wealth of the Domin-

jon is concerned. But so it is proving.

post now, is a man of Mr. Hunter's|mhe men who thought the building of
type, there will be hereafter no cauase to any line at all through the mountains a

proposition. of doubtful wisdom, a.nd
only justifiable on the ground that it
would enable the Dominion to be round-
ed out by the addition of British Colum-
Dsa, must be amazed at what they have
since witnessed. One line is not enou'gh.
Already the C.P.R. has fts second line
through the Rockies, and the prospect
is that it will find it necessary to con-
struct a second line all the way to the
Coast. Nor is this sufficient, for brt_mch
lines are called for in all directions.
Towns are springing up with unexam-
pled rapidity. Business is growing by
leaps and bounds. The mines are prov-
ing richer and more numerous than any
one hoped for. In short Kootenay m}d
Yale give every evidence that they will
become the very foremost parts of Gfm-
ada in respect to everything pertaimn‘g
to national prosperity. *The outlook is
wonderful, and more -than justifies the
policy of railway construction in which
both the Dominion and Provincial gov-

ernments have engaged. - {

A HIGHER LIFE.

Many persons know what it is to feel
the simple joy of living. If you have a
sound digestion and have slept well, and
some morning, when the wind is blow-
ing freshly in from across the Strait and
a strong surf is lashing itself into foam
agajnst the rocks and the shingle, you
stand on the shore and fill your lungs
full of the glorious air from the sea, a
sort ‘of physical exaltation takes pos-
session of you, and for the time being
you experience the ecstasy of being a
living thing. You can fancy that the
sea anemones, which open their many
colored crowns as the tide sweeps over
them, or the flowers in your garden, as
they expand to drink in the sunlight
after a refreshing shower, or the fir tree
on ihe mountain top, as it breasts the
fiercest winter gale, participate in some
degree, however unconsciously, in this
sensation. !

The aeronauts, who made an ascent
from London a few days ago, reaching
the almost unprecedented height of
27,000 feet, felt as they reached the
higher levels a sensation of lassitude
and drfad. They were unable to. do th.e
things that were necessary for. their
safety. They felt their judgment fail-
ing them. Of course, this was only for
a few moments, because they had avail-
able a supply of compressed oxygen and
at once inhaled it. The result was,in-
stantaneons. One of them said: “All
fear left us. Our minds became at once
clear. We knew exactly what ought to
be done, and were able to do it.” 'These
two illustrations show how dependent
we are upon -our physical surroundings,
and especially upon .the atmosphere we
breathe, for buoyancy of bodily and
mental life. Does the same thing hold
good in that phase of human existence
which we call spiritual? Here it may
be well to say that the narrow applica-
tion of the word spiritual to matters con-
nected. with religion, and in many cases
with a particular brand of religion, is
responsible for the fact that so many
men miss the way to a higher life.

Is there a higher life? Job, in one of
his references to the Almighty, said:
“Though He slay me, yet will I trust in
Him.” - It is true that we do not know
who Job was or when he said this. But
we know that some one said it, and this
is sufficient. David and the writers of
the other psalms frequently express the
same thought.. We find the same thing
in the writings of Paul. Some may ob-

those that have had all or most of their |ject to these illustrations because they

are from Sacred Wri:., but if we chodse
to believe that the whole Bible, from

gmig’e“fh Ofb giﬂ‘:&‘ﬁi hany‘:he::ktob be | cover to cover, is a work of fiction, the
onne i ave to take bet-| .o, timent expressed remains the same,
o oL Jonmeivis s, Senon of The thought llzmst have found a place in
some one’s mind before it could have
been committed to writing, and it is
with the reality of the thought itself,
not of the circumstances under which

expréssed, that we have

billiousness, indigestion, Price 25 cents,

go outside the domain of profane litera-

sponsible position of Gold Commissioner, | prospect of building many miles through | fort, raised the box and threw it clear of
he gave the greatest satisfaction in Vie-|a series of mountain ranges, where no
toria, where both.Mr. Hunter and the|trafic could possibly be built up, as it
was then thought. A few very hopeful
It was felt that a gentleman of integrity | people talked about the commerce wluch
and ability had been named for 2:post|might be created between the western
of great importance, and the feeling of | terminus of the line and Asia, and now
regret because of his inability to hold the | and then some one suggested that pos-
post is universal, although we are all|sibly some mines might be found in
glad enough that British Columbia will | British Columbia that would support 2

the rails. Before hé could spring aside
the engine struck him and his mangled
corpse was ground into shreds by the
wheels. Some may ask what -justice
there is in the sacrifice of the hero and
the escape of the cowards. No one can
answer positively, but we suggest this:
If the present life is all there is for man,
the death of that section man was the
very acme of injustice; but if it is mot
all, his death was a sublime triumph,
and he has entered his eternal future
upon the highest plane that man ecan
reach. For one tremendons moment a
throb of the very essence of the God-
head passed through him, and in that
instant he passed within the veil. The
Divine Founder qf Christianity has told
us that “God is love,” and that “Greater
love hath no man than that a man lay

down his life for his friend.” The sec-
tion man in one supreme act touched the
highest life attainable.

NOTES BY THE WAY.

The "suggestion is now made that if
the President of the United States
should ask the Prince-of Wales to visit
that country, he would é)robably accept,
and it is said that his" visit would do
more than any other single influence to
cement the kindly relations between the
two countries. Doubtless this is true.
In such a case he would also visit
Canada, and it goes without saying that
lhe would see a great change from the
conditions he witnessed in 1860. But
those who saw him then would also see
a great change in him. Then he was
a thin and rather delicate looking boy.
Now he is neither thin, delicate-looking
nor boyish. Then he was keen for a
dance, and rather worried the Duke of
Newcastle by his preference for pretty
girls over the rules of official etiquette.
Now, while he has mot lost his liking
for an attractive face, he would prob-
ably not give so much embarrassment

to his entertainers in the selection of
partners. But as the President has

not sent out tixe invitation, and no one
knows if the Prince counld accept it, if
sent, there is not much use in speculat-
ing upon his visit.

The papers persist in referring to Lady
Curzon of Kedleston, wife of the new
Yiceroy of India, as the vicereine. She is

not a vicereine. If any one is a vicereine

it is' Baron Curzon himself, for he acts
as representative of a queen. There

seems to be some sanction for applying
the expression “vice-queen,” to the fe-
male representative of a queen, and the
word was once applied to the Princess
Louise, when the appointment of the
Marquis of Lorne as viceroy of India
was under consideration. But even in
that case it was an error, for the Prin-
cess Louise would not have represented
the Sovereign. There is no more reason
to call the wife of a viceroy a vicereine
than there is to call the wife of a gov-
ernor a governess or the wife a poet a
poetess. We doubt the ‘correctness of
the expression, adopted in Canada after
the Earl of Aberdeen came here as Gov-
ernor-General, by which both he and
the Countess were described as “Their
Excellencies.” Let titles be given where
they are due; but let us not invent titles
for by so doing we give ourselves wrong
ideas of the persons to whom they are
applied.

The Monetary Times says that a lieu-
tenant-governor can only be impeached
before the Queen-in-council. There may
be some doubt if there is any fixed rule
in such cases. We do not think Canadian
law or the British North America act
provides for the impeachment of those
officers. Those who use the expression
“impeachment” in such a connéction
probably only mean an investigation or-
dered by parliament or a discussion in
parliament. An impeachment is in the
nature of a trial before a court,

Mr. Gordon Hunter has furnished an
example of the fact that the virtue of
resignation is .mot = altogether an un-
known quantity, although 'it must be
admitted that he is making a virtue
of necessity. The great difficulty with
which Mr. Hunter is now confronted
will be in trying to live up to the
“ gend-offs ’ we all gave him when we
thought he had departed for the Golden
Shore—that is'of the Yukon.

The Montreal Witness tells of a map
of ;Russian America made in 1841, or
only sixteen years after the treaty of
St. Petersburg; in. which. the Boundary
line of ‘what is'mow known as Alaska
is. shown as running between the island
of Revello Gigedo. and,the Mainland.
This certainly does nét:bear out the eon-
tention now mide by the United States
that Porfland Canal was a part of the
ﬁ&;pdnry'. ' The' channel referred to is a

oS _c_emb‘ié distance west of thé Ganal.
A ey e
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Liberty to adorn his official desk. “Why
Liberty?’ he asked. ‘I should suppose
justice would be more appropriate.” - To
which the spokesman of the donors an-
swered: “You. see, Judge, it’s this way.
A man is not always sure of getting
justice, in your eourt; but any sort of
fellow tried before you is pretty certain
to be set free.”

The Times says that it did not mis-
quote Mr. Martin. It only used different
words. Well, what else is a misquota-
tion except the use of different words
than those used by the person said to be
quoted? There is, indeed, another sort
of misquotation, as in the case of the
well known toast: “Woman, without her,
man would be a savage.” When the
speaker read it in print thus: ‘“Woman,
without her man, would be a savage,” he
thought he was misquoted, and he un-
doubtedly whs. ;

Just a word in regard to honorary
titles, and more especially in regard to
the prefix “Hon.” We think this is used
too much. We note that the Ontario
papers are dropping it to a very great
extent. Thus we find the last Mail and
Empire received referring to Mr. Sifton,
Mr, Hardy and Mr. Martin, without the
prefix.” We are sure this does not de-
tract anything from the dignity or char-
acter of the gentlemen referred te.

The little query is going the rounds of
the papers: How much is 1 divided by
0? Of course the answer is very simple,
but how many people will think of it at
once? ~

A correspondent complains that the
boys who attended Mr. Best’s lecture
in the Pemberton gymnasium, were e€x-
cessively disorderly. Something must
be done in this city to keep boys in bet-
ter order. It is disgraceful that a gen-
tleman, who is kind enough to endeavor
to interest and instruct them, should be
subjected to the indignity of persistent
interruptions. Young savages would
hehave themselves better. If is the
habit of many boys to torment China-
men on the streets and to commit as-
saults upon them. If an Englishman,
walking the streets of a Chinese town,
were stoned and hooted at, the chances
are that a gunboat would be despatched
to demand satisfaction. We ought at
least to be as decent to Chinamen as
we require them to be to us. In regard
to acts of malicious mischief, we regret
to say that these continue. The reputa-
tion of Victoria in this particular is
very discreditable.. We fear that much
of the responsibility rests upon the
parents of the ill-mannered and disor-
derly youths.
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We reprint from the Mail and Empire
an appreciative reference to the inter-
est which this province has in the mat-
ters coming under the notice of the
Anglo-American  ¢éonference. « The To-
1onto paper, while not ‘entirely covering
the ground, gives the best article on
the subject that ‘we have seen in an
Kastern paper, and perhaps the best
single article that has appeared on the
subjct.

PAGET ON THE WAR.

British View of Torpedo
Boats.

The following extracts from the diary of
an officer on board the United States cruis-
er Lale are published in the Yale Alumni
Weekly: A

Captain Paget, R.N., came on board at
Guantanamo. Jle is a very queer charac-
ter. He is very tall and broad-shouldered
and active, In a disjointed fashion; has a
pointed beard, eyes that do not work ' the
same way, a monocle which he can twist
in every direction, a very pronounced Eng-
Jish accent and a violent stammer, which
mars the effect of a great keenmess of ob-
servation. . He ls most remarkable, how-
ever, for nerve, absolute self-assurance and
the ability to get on in no' matter what

Dritish - Naval Attache’s Criticism—The

has a white cover. That would make an

crowd he finds himself. He has scarcely
any clothes with him, as one of the news-
paper artists at Siboney, who undertook
to carry his equipment on a horse for him,
managed to lose it.

Paget claims to be the omnly man who
saw the sea fight as well as that in the
trenches on July 3. Last night he came
into one of the officers’ rooms, his. hat on
the back of his head, his telescope slung
over his shoulder, his glass in his eye, re-
marked that “he would accept of the of-
ficer’s hospitality,” smoked a package of
cigarettes which he had declined when
they were first offered him, them launched
into the most charming discussion of his
observations on the war. »

His standpoint was that of an elder
brother criticizing the mistakes of a very
bright young brother. He continually
spoke of ‘‘us,” ‘Including himself with
Americans as opposed to ‘‘the enemy!”
Said he: “You have had no antagonist.
Your landing at Daiquiri and Siboney was
disorderly. The navy should have had
entire control of the transports on landing.
The landing of troops is part of a naval
education. It can be so managed that not

‘tonly companiés, but' regiments and even

brigades can be placed upon the beach in
formation, ready for immediate attack
upon the enemy. Many of your transports
refused to come within three miles of the
shore, and” the difficulty of' transporting
troops in lifeboats and I hes for that
distance and landing them through the surf
was tremendous. The coast is strewn with.
fragments of shattered boats. Many of
your mistakes are those of the Crimea
over again.”

I do not know whether Paget really said
the words‘ascribed to him after the charge
of San Juan, but it would have been en-
tirely characteristic of him. When the
French and German attaches were jump-
ing up and down with excitement, over the
tremendous exploit of troops capturing en-
trenchments without artillery, Paget turn-
ed to him and said: ‘Gentlemen, this is
a great day for the Anglo-Saxons. There
hasn’t been such a. charge since that of
Balaklava.” Paget’s uncle took a promi-
nent part in that charge.

Paget is very bitter against the misuse
of torpedo boats; not only on the part of
the Spaniards, but also of ourselves—send-
ing these frall, unprotected craft in to cut
cables, do gunboat service and attack bat-
terles and fortifications. He said: ‘I
Suppose your newspapers will infer from
this war that torpedo boats are useless.
KEngland is building them at the rate of
one a week. Had you been blockading
Germans, instead of Spaniards, your ships
would not have dared to have lain closer
than ten miles from the entrance at night.
1t they had,.they would have been blown
up by torpedo boats. The Spaniards
shonld have come out at night and have
headed to the eastward. Of course, the
reason they did not was that every night
one of the American men-of-war was sta-
tioned close to the entrance of the har-
bor, under the guns of the batteries, with
its searchlight and heavy guns trained on
the channel, and with steam launches with-
-out lights, cruising up towards Cayo Smith.
Cervera was afraid that if he started
qut, the first ship wou!d be sunk in the
channel, and then he could never have
gdtten out. It was bold tactics on the
part of the American fleet.
<1f those fellows were going to come in
the daytime, at all, how much more glor-
jous for them, and interesting for mayal ex-
perts would it have been, if only they had
neaded directly for the blockading vessels
and attempted to ram or torpedo.them.
Then they could have at least gone down
with -their ships, and perhaps some of the
Spaniards might have escaped.

Then you have a hideous lot to learn
about coaling. With us, coaling is ‘‘all
hands,” paymaster, cook, everybody. The
biz ships load 200 tons an hour. A
report must go.to the admiralty, and if
the time is slower than usual, they want
to know the reason why. At Guantanamo
when the ships were loading they were
not working. In a big war, rapldity of
coaling will be all important.

He thinks the battle demonstrated the
superiority of the five-inch over the eight-
inch !

Paget is preparing to go ashore with the
t s at Porto Rico. He says: “I don’t
thi there will be any more fighting at
sea. There may be some ashore. Of
course, I have nothing to do with land
operations, but, then, I think there will
be some fun.” He has arrayed himself
in an old shooting jacket, leggings and
heavy shoes. He has only one.cap, which

excellent target for a Mauser bullet. So
he asked for a pot of strong tea, soaked the
cover in it and dried it in front of an elecs
tric fan. When finished he surveyed its
color with great satisfaction.

FERG LRt
A farewell concert will be given to
Mr. Lyman ‘A. Thomson In St
Mathew'’s church, Colwood, on Wednes-
day evening, October 26. Admlssr:n,
25 cents. :
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