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Prince Ignici' and His .Ptrtyﬁtmeed
Where So Many Have .
Failed. T

No Evidence Presented” That the
Mountain Is of Voleanie
Origln.

A Great Scientiﬂc ‘Mlssion Well
Directed and Satisfactorily
Consummated.

At five minutes before noon-on the
31st day of July last, Prince Luigi of Sa-
voy joined hands with his daring com-
panions and saluted the Italian flag asit
fluttered in the gentle breeze: from the
very crown of Mount Bt. Elias, 18,100
feet above the level of the sea. The
Prince and his party had succeeded
where 8o many before them bad failed,

and the scaling of the giant mountain of
the Alaska border had ‘been accom-
plished. -

"It took only ten days to reach the
Coast again, although the greater part of
two months had been consumed in the
toilsome ‘ascent, and last night Prince
Luigi and his'retinue reached here abun-

th their midsummer
results, and counting

upon reaching New York in time to|w

catch the steamship Lucania, sailing for
Liverpool on the evening of Septem-
ber 4.

The expedition has determined two
facts of prime importance to the scien-
tific world. It hae fixed once and for
all the altitude of Mount St. Elias at
18,100 feet, this height 'being indicated
by a mercurial barometer carried to the
topmost snowy crag. The figures are
subject only to such slight correction as
may change -the total thirty or forty
feet either way. The expedition has
also answered definitely and in the nega-
tive the question so long asked by scien-
tists as to whether or not 8t. Elias was
at one time a great volcano.

There is in the vicinity of the white-
headed monarch of the range no slight-
est indication of , voleanic action any-
where. - The mountain -like the rest of
its neighbors would appear to have been
raised from the ocean, tangible eyidence
of its cradling in the deep being found
in many fossil shells, sandstone, and
beds of pebbles. A new glacier,. too,
was discovered from the eminence of
Mount St. Elias between the Augusta
mountaing and great Logan. It takes
its course apparently to the sea and was
named by the Prince, ‘ Colombo,”

This was the only geographical chris-
tening during the trip. The party bhad
opportunity unlimited thus to perpetu-
ate any such names as they might
choose to. honor—but modestly re-
frained. )

It was at Port.Manby, on the northern

side of Yakutat Bay, that the world last | art,

had news of the expedition, and from
this point—reached on June 23—the
story of the-climb into the clouds is thus
taken up:by one of the officers of the
party, which consisted of Prince Luigi,
_ Mr. i, his aide de camp; Vittoria
Sella, the eminent Italian photographer ;
Dr. Phillippi, Signor Gonuella, Mr. 8. E,
Ingrabam, five Swiss guides, and ten
packers: N /
““ We at once proceeded up the Map-

laspina gwier to the foot of Seward |

glacier, this part of the journey being
simply a three-mile tramp up a glacial
stream to the foot of a great moraine.
The next three miles took us up to the
top of the moraine, which is nothing
more nor less than a mass of rock on the
top of the ice, deposited there centuries

ago.

“ From that point to the fdot of New-
ton glacier, a distance of twenty miles,
the ice was covered with snow, and on
account of the prevailing foggy weather,
we were unable to see the mountains,
and running b{ the compass was the
customary method of advance. The
Prince would have two of his compan-
ions tied to a rope and advance into the
mist. He himself followed with com-
pass -in~hand. Thus he- directed the
course, which we afterward found was
the shortest and best route that comld
poesibly have been selected.

¢ The Russell expedition landed at the
head of Yacutat Bay, quite a distance
from the point at which we made our
debarkation. Our route was absolutely
unknown—a new pathway in the moun-
tains. Advancing up these glaciers and
moraines took "us thirty-nine days, or
until July 4, on which day the Prince
declared for the entire party a general
holiday.

“We had then lifted not more than
8,000 feet in covering a tramp of fifty
miles, but so difficult and rough had
been the journey that all. were quite
ready for the twenty-four hour rest. The
Americans in the party raised the Stars
and Stxﬁrea over our little camp in the
great hills, and Prince Lunigi and hisparty
gathered with us and cheéred again und
again-in honor of the day and the flag.

¢ From this point our progress was up
the left bank of Newton glacier for a
distanee of “twelve milee, -to Pinnacle
Phes.  ‘Here'we found the first evidence
of Mr. Russell’s expedition in 1891—in
the shape of a tent bottom and a single
rustiv1 fork. From that point we follow-
ed the general course upward taken by
the Russell party, and delineated on_his

excellent map of that little-known re-,

gion.

* From Pinnacle Pags we crossed the
Steward glacier, which up to this time it
had beenimposeible fo traverse on ac-
count of its deeﬁly crevassed condition.
After crossing Newton glaeier the first
point of special interest reached was
Dome Pass, which forms a low -divide
between the Steward and the great
Agassiz _glacier. Three miles beyond
Dome Pass we crossed the Agassiz
glacier, and a portion of our pa:‘tiy there
fell in with Mr. Bryant of Philadelphia,
who, with his party of five, had started
in advance of us with the intention of
scaling St, Elias. :

“ His party had been less favored
than ours in weather conditions, and
at this poinf, be reluctantly abandoned
his expedition on account.of the serious

sickness of one of,his packers. . His in- | ¥

tention was to retura to'the coast with
the sick'man and have another try at 8t.
R o A guagis kcier ‘we timad 1
_5Ero) 81Z ! er we turned u
the Newl%on“. where weencountered somg
ot the most difficult and extensive

e
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crevasses and ice walls to be found in} DN Er AN
any eorner of the world. Ittaxed tothe TON OF RG[ L D !
utmost the experience and. ingenuity of ¢ s
our Swise guides to find a passage way PR
?vexru;hhee tthreet reat phoe ?in that are
ou ween the mouth of the glaci : A R T
and the divide. This took many days| The * Topeka” Brings Latest Re-
and much hard work. Finally the foot ports From the North of
of the divide connecting Mount 8t. Elias Suecessfual Miners.
and Mount; Newton was reached, with &
IU%PI{I off tGphrovisicms muiasn twelve days g
and all of the cam N L i152 3
 Luckily at thif:;“t tortane favor. | Sacks of the Precious Dust Stacked
od us with five days of perfectly clear up Like So Much
weather, which greatly facilitated our Cordwood.
advance. The ascent of the divide, T
wl;g:h.has an nllti:inde 0%12.4(‘)31 feft. was
made in a single day. Here the Italians -
gitched their three tents on the night of Six Millions Offered for Transporta-
uly 30th, and at 1 o’clock on the morn- tion Declined as Too
ing of the 31st they commenced the as- Great a Risk.
cent of the great mountain. But little |
ice was encountered. The snow was 3
1;!2: ::ghﬂs‘;:;ys;ﬁl;:;ﬁo?e:t sinking| « There is no use in anyone attempt-

“ For eleven hours the upward climb | ing to exaggerate the richnees of these
was.made, and at exactly. five minutes | Klondyke diggings,” = writes Captain
beioam:ﬁeth:hef al?mim:; of Sti Elias | Clarence Cox, master of the well known
.'r':: party remainegd l:me goz:pa‘:mtl:e' sealing schooner Triumph, under date
top and then descended to the divide, of Ounalaska July 28, in a letter which
but two hours being required to retrace | his wife has just received. ‘ The last
tbe‘ %‘?ugg 1:1’mrerseciI in eleven.

4 e hour upon the summit wasem-
ployed in- planting firmly & flagstaff, one hundred passengers and tl.m leg,st
from which the Italian flag was given to | that any one of them brought with' him
the wind. -Cheers were again in order, | was ten thousand dollare—and he was a
:ugd‘ Senor. Cella . succeeded in = ob-|pboy of but eighteen. One man had a
tﬁ:mgm ou:t.ainheﬂsg grouof' hundred thousand dollars in dust, and

* The exact height of the mountain | e bad only been in the country for a
was indicated by & mercurial. barometer | Ye4T- They all avera;’g,ed between $50,-
carried to the top at 18,100 feet. This is 000 and $100,000 each. ;
subject to some slight correction, but the This is the latest and most -anthentic
change in the figures will not altar them ‘;ﬁ{::gng?&i?& n‘:’“&“"& st

£ . i 8§ al
more than thirty or forty feet either | Seattle from St. Michsel’s with those
“ Next day the party descended to who have made fortunes op the Klon-
Mail éamp, on the -glacier, and there re- |yke or the Stewart, and are coming
mained two days for rest. . That is, all | Pack to civilization to 8 nd the winter
rested except Senor Sella and one guide, |8mid more congenial surroundings.
who again ascended  the mountain to a | That the news in the sealer’s letter is
height of 14,000 feet in order to make a | B0t itself exaggeration is borne out by
panoramic photograph of the entire Archie Shelp, who had himself seen the
region- north :33 east of Mount S, |Yellow millions and who arrived at Ju-
Eliss. From the top of the mountain [ B¢t just before the City of Topeka sail-
two very high peaks were seen which ed for this port, He had left Dawson
have not'as yet been mapped or named City on the 30th of July last, accompani-
by any explorer, The scenery, wild, |©d by two fellow-miners named MacKay
rugged, and essentially of snow and ice, | #0d ' Kid” Birch—the latter being the
was  proclaimed by the entire party to fortune hunter who has given his name
far exceed in grandeur anything that is | %0 Birch creek.  hadi
found in the European Alps. We found |, They. reached Dyea; having crossed
no trees except at one place, between the Chilkoot Pass on the 18th of the
the second camp and St. Elias. resent month, just eighteen days from

* Prince Luigi was a model leader. awson City, and in ‘time to add: their
Never on the whole trip was he impa-/| Word of advice to the volumes that are
tient or irritable. Often was he to be|Deing written urging in-rushing pros-
found, pack upon back, working as hard Pec'.'?“ not to attempt the mountains
or harder than any of the rest of the | until spring. ;
party. No opportunity passed for the Shelp says that when be and his corn-
giving of deserved praise to guide or|panions leit Dawson, three and a half

cker that was not taken advantage of. | tons of gold, valued most conservativély
%t:,(om the heads of the party boarded |at upwards of $2,000,000, was stacked ap
the Topeka, the Prince presented over | to await shipment on the river steamer,
one thonsand dollars to the packers and [The last boat down, which" was
the officers of the yacht Aggie, which we |to connect with the Portland 'for
left at Sitka on the 20th, and which will | her present trip had a similar amount,
arrive in Seattle on September 1st. The | Her cargo would .. have totalled
photographic negatives secured on the |$6,000,000 in value had it nof been that
expedition are now sealed in metallic|the Commercial Company refused ‘to
cases, and will not be developed until | allow their steamer to ‘carry so large an
Senor Sella reaches his own laboratory. | amount of treasure on any single “tfip.
From the favorable conditions of light it | The treasure remaining for later trans-
is believed they will be perfect works of | portation down was, when Shelp left

, ‘ ' Dawson, piled up and under guard. It

 Naturally, adventures were experi-| measured a trifle over aquarteref a
enced that would make the average man | cord, and it took Shelp ;more: than/two
turn pale. Perfection of arrangements, | hours to get his sack from the heapiafter
land the cauntion that a:brave man knows | he had decided not to go down the river,
better than to undervalue, prevented, i but to ¢ross the mountains hutend.‘:‘
however, any serious mishaps. Manyof| Shelp is authority for the statement
the men fell intg the crevasses; two lost | that the Portland on herpresenttrip'has
their footing on one of the ice-falls; but| more than three and & half tons of gold
on each occasion those in danger were|on board, while there is still awaiting
saved from serious results by the prompt | shipment at Dawson a greater quantity
action of their cempanions, 5 gtill. El Dorado is being miined tothe

From the foot of Newton glacier to the | top of the mountain on bench claims by
top of St. Elias no man was allowed to | rockers, and since the:last report was
proceed alone, the party advancing in|gent out from that region, one claim
groups tied to a life-line. Thus the ex-|alone on the sreek had yielded its owner
pedition is not only singularly success- | $100,000, which sum, with: what he had
ful from the scientist’s and geogmpher‘s previously taken out of other properties,
standpoints, but it will be notable in the | quite satisfied bim.. He: has banded
records of mountain-climbing as one un- | the claim to his e(i)lrtners witho his
attended by a single fatality.”’ ‘| good wishes, packed the gold- in sagks

{8 3 for'ehégme:t, Snl? ttv.kex]x3 passage; fo;

Tez vacancy on the police force caused | Puget Sound and home. Bonanza Qe
by the resi yat:ion oipoConst.able Mouat | bas also fully proved iteelf, being staked
has been filled by the appointment of | from sourcé to outlet and payin 190"
John Munro. 'Some four months ago | ¥ages to every_l TaoR,.on g orkbrs
when Oonstable Abbott was appointed, | f0r Wages are still scarce at Dawson Oity
‘Munro was second favorite. for the posi- | 3¢ $15 8 day, which rate ie certain to
tion, and the commissioners promised contmuehtlﬁgughout lthe t:ghre winter.
him’that in case of another vacancy oe- | N0 bench ¢! “5'{ "l:“ :tr pr) ;ci:osding
.curring during the year he should have to'Shelp,Kuntlh b °l . alrea; ¥4 ‘yettl'
the appointment. In pursuance of this William °fi' t;s o DA y wart!
understanding, Munro, who for some |$60,000, an elre oy m!gan'yrhothers
time has been acting as & * special,” | 8qually i°".t““l:"° y.u"t“‘d Al firat
with particular reference to the bridges | SPTINg .‘"“’g w‘l A °}1 ty geb
in the city, has become a regular mem- rich claime, u& ofn y v?)ry oW 3 those
ber of the force. That he will make an | 2OW O tihe "’,zh mmte ¥y e? tat'xn YSkag-
efficient officer his past record as a|Way Will see‘the waters of the Yukon
special is sufficient guarantee, and that before spring. g
he will have to do eo to acceptably fill the | William Kerr, writing down from

lace of his predecessor is an admitted | Dawson for supplies, before he made the
act. y i fortunate location which Shelp refers to,
e after quoting prices current, says:

“ Tt is mext to impossible to go out
prospecting at this time of the year, as
the woods are all on fire and the mos-
quitoes are thick as the hair on a dog’s

A meeTING was held yesterday after-
noon in the Queen’s hotel at which
about twenty-five intending passengers
on the Bristol diseussed with Mr. F. O.
Davidge, local agent of the Portland & | yg0k 77
ﬁll:si:msut::“ﬁhggg:&’e t:;: l«);eu:;gggyet:if teTheﬁl, after dealing with business mat-

5 s rs, he says: .

froe upon the next trlp o he Brisol:| %t peve i oo much gold dust i ol
standing as to whether three quarters of my life as there is floating around this
a ton dead weight, or measurement was | t0Wn. Harry Ashe takes in from $2,000
to be allowed, %dr. Davidge saying that |2 day and upwards over the bar, and
three-quarters of & ton messurement, | God only knows what_he reaps at. the
which in some cases exceeded three- ambling table. The last steamer that
quarters of a ton dead weight would be oft here took on, at a rough calculation,
carried free. The matter was satisfac- three and a half tons of pure gold, and
torily amn'ged. Everyone will agree the most of the mines were then only in
upon the wisdom of having these things ogerat.mn 'fb.‘mt' B weell:s., They ::d'
properly settled at this end of the voy- | that the claims were only prospectec.
age to avoid the possibility of un- They are nearly all shut down now as
p?eeasant.ness being caused at gt. Mich- | they cannot work them except in the
aels, where an amicable adjustment | Winter, 8o that the output next spring
would natarally be more difficult. will be sim ly enormous, . I don’t think
x there will grub enough to supply the
demands through the winter. Flour is
now $13% %er cwt.l, goac%ga 65 (iesnts_ a 1;)5.,
, butter $1.50, ne 15, rice 25,
By Acute Indigestion Wealth Would Not :gf:!::eai. 1‘:) “,l: gwk' $2.50. ; All canned

Buy Freedom—South American Nervine goods sell at 75 cents a can.’
Broke the Shackles. ‘ The Alaska Mi;er],:aﬂtqinthwo or

Reuben E. Traux, M.P., millowner and |three columns ou the little incident at
manufacturer of Wxalkermn.%nt., ‘writes of | Skagway in which the Danube figured,
the t South American Nervine: *I|taking up the cudgels on behalf of
had been for over ten years troubled with | Messrs. Coleman, Hammond and Jones,
acute indigestion, tried many remedies and | and intimating that the steamer would

treatments and got little or no benefit.
Toan re‘medywasg poarnib I By be libelled on-her first re-appearance in

; iof American waters; The ground upon
glilt:zllnfd hsgdre::k:xhg{lmm A8 S “nd_ wﬂch proceedings will be taken is, first,
y : < y.two bottles I fell en heshipillegaliysoldliqn iy
tirely free fromi my aflment. I strongly re- that theshipillegaliyso e, ?;lm er
commend it and believe. it will cure any | bar while within the’territorial  waters
who may be suffering as Idid. of ‘Alaska; and seécond, that' she-dis-
For Sale’by Dean Hiscocks and ‘Hall | harged cargo’at a point: (Skagwlzg!) mot
B e e R
i i . san. | vided for the debarkation of b 5
4 He ‘giwmfl twiceé that. Flm quigkly,” ;en‘ and cargo at Dyes. - It iu;hoﬁl?
e O gk Y . on1y iy | Iwpector Smith conld' nob give the per-
Py Foclne mgﬁi;%e B1ves gty alanion mpor whiol Chpiain Meyoe ds-
very frequently doesn’t HAve to give st alL’! Cb%ll'lgeedl::l: mﬁm;:dm h’ ifoni
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—Harpet’s Bazar,

gteamer that came down the river had |000

1 ¥y Sy i
Daweon City; left there ‘on the 23rd of
July rand;co{taina the following : :
“Claims on all the creeks flowing into
the Klondyke are so rich as to be almost
beyond belief, $300 to $1,000 to the pan
being of daily oecurrence. - Harry Ashe
left here for.San Francisco by the river
boat a few days ago. He takes with him
more than $100,000, and leaves an inter-
est in two claims worth fully that
much more in charge of his bro-
ther. -~ His' saloon: business iz worth
$4,000 a. day. Gus Banks and Stevens
‘bought his place and are doing a fine
business. They are also erecting an
opera house here to cost $12,000. Dick
Lowe is worth $100,000 to-day. Oscar
Aghby and Billy Loek could sell for
$150,000.  Sam Matthews is going out in
a.few days with a good -stake. An old
fellow, Razoo Billy’s partner, who chop-
ped wood round Juneau, has been
offered $60,000. and - refused it for
his cliam. Cornelius Edwards sold
out for $56,000 and goes out
this fall. Burt Schuyler came in this
spring and is now taking out $500 a day.
An old fellow by the name of Whipple,
who built the Seattle Kitchen, sold out
for $10,000. Jack Smith is worth about
$50,000. Jim Macaulay bought a lot
here last fall for $60. It is worth $10,-
now. Drinks sell yet for 50 cents,
meals at $1.50, a shave costs 50 cents and
a bath $1.50.  Bartenders get $300 a
month and are 1in demand. Cigars
are all l:fht’ and whieky sells for $20 a
gallon, although the town is overstoeked.
A funny thing haggenedrlast night that
will give you an idea of the town. A
fellow fell out with his girl, and a few
hours after they were eating at different
tables in the same restaurant. He heard
her tell the waiter that she wanted two
eggs for her breakfast, so he went out,
rounded up the town and bought all the
eggs"in the burg—four cases—at $1 per
egg.

THE CITY.

TaE matron of the B. C. Protestant
Orphan’s Home will be thankful for do-
nations of cast-off boy’a clothing.

Tae steamer Willamette is to carry
North the thirty tons of freight and six
head of horses left ' behind here by the
steamer Queen.

ON her up trip, the Topeka carried a
party of nine Americans, who disem-
barked with the intention of going in-
land on the Taku route.

Hzexry CorNELIUS, manager of two
theatres in Juneau, arrived down on the
City of Topeka yesterday to secure
talent. He is well known throughout
British Columbia by the sobriquet of
‘¢ 8pider.”

Tae Topeka brought down a very
valuable shipment of gold from the
Treadwell mines, the largest, probably,
she has ever carried south. It was es-
timated by some of the ship’s crew that
fully $100,000 in gold bricks were con-
tained in the shipment.

Tae Alaskan’ says: ‘Our Sitka Ine
dians are thinning out very rapidly.
They go to Skagway to pack for the Klon-
dykers. The white population keep
steadily getting the fever and starting
for the nugget fields. If thisthing keeps
on there will be no one left in Sitka but
the officials and a night and day watch.”

CreveLAND, the ghouligh freighter,
. whe was run out of Skagway because he
demanded $10 for hauling the'dead body
of an unfortunate man who‘had paid
him a large amount of money-for haul-
ing freight, is said to be still reaping a
rich harvest at Skagway, although he
has been compelled to pursue his avoca-~
tion by deputy. A Swede named Chris-
tiansen, is now running Cleveland’s
team while the latter gentleman is rusti-
cating at Juneau.

Oxk of the men who came downs on
the Topeka last night, sad-eyed, 8i-
mistic,; and talking blue ruin of the
deepest indigo, was observable as one of
the passengers on the Tees when she
left Victoria on July 29, the loudest in
his boastful assurances to a wondering
and admiring crowd, that he intended
to bluff the Canadian customs officers at
Dyea. Victorians will wonder whether
his disgruntled feeling yestérday is due
in any measure to his discovery that
“bluff”’ of that deseription did not
go ‘“ worth a cent’’ with the Canadian
customs officials.

At an interesting meeting of the com-
mittee on arrangements yesterday, pre-
parations for the approaching W.C.T.U
convention were materially advanced.
It has been decided to hold the business
sessions, commencing on Tuesday next,
at ten in the morning and two in the af-
ternoon, these sessions being for the
most part given up to well considered
paperson the varied subjects coming
within the scope of the conyention. The
evening meetings will be addressed by
a number of the best temperance speak-
ers of the province, and will open at 8
o’clock. .

H. G. DaLBy, ex-amateur one mile
champion, who was defeated on Satur-
day last by Daniels, is out with a chal-
lenge to any one mile amateur runners
of the province, J.P. Daniels or D. Sin-
clair preferred. Dalby wishes the race
to be run within forty days ‘from the
date of the signing of articles, and gives
the choice of track to anyone who ac-
cepts his challenge. ' If either Daniels,
Sinclair or any other runner who is de-
sirous of meeting Dalby on the track
will communicaté with the - sporting
editor of the Coron1sT, 8 match can be
arranged in short order.

Tae lecture room of St. ‘Andrew’s
church was: filled to overflowing last
evening, it being the occasion of the
C. E. rally to receive tha reports from
the delegates from this city to the San
Francisco convention. The following
papers, embodying the impressions of
the delegates, were read and much
appreciated: ** Mothers’ Meeting and
Junior Work,” Miss Campbell; Bio-
graphical Sketches, Miss McLachlan;
Women’s Service, Misg Robertson;
Committee Work, Mr. James A. McIn-
tosh; and Comsecration, Miss Murton.
Miss Patterson,of Chicago, gave a telling
address on missionary work entitled
*“To Live is Christ.” The speeches
were interspersed with hymns by the
audience and the delegates, the latter
rendering several of the favorite conven-
tﬁ)‘g hymns.
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QUETTERS QUIT QUICK.

Disappointed Men Who Essayed More
Than They Could
Complete,

A Budget of News From the Yukon
Trails by  the
‘** Topeka.”

Amongst the passengers down by the
Topeka yesterday were several disheart-
ened and disgruntled men, who, despite
the biblical injunction to the contrary,
had, after putting their hands to the
plow, looked back and allowed the re-
membrances of the comforts they had
left behind to outweigh the possibilities
of fortune which beckoned them on to
the inhospitable regions - of  the' Klon-
dyke. Some of them frankly ad-
mitted that having under-estimated
the hardships of the trip they had gone
totally unprepared for the tough exper-
iences they met with, and had returned
because they could not stand the hard
work entailed by an effort to make the
trip at this season of the year. Others,
who are apparently afraid of having the
finger of score pointed at them as ** quit-
ters,” when asked if they had
started out with the intention of go-
ing through, deny the soft impeachment,
and. pretend the sole object of their trip
was accomplished when they reached
Skagway or Dyea. But out of their own
mouths this latter class condemn them-
selves, and it is safe to say that thereare
on board nearly a dozen men whastarted
out full of hope, and who are returning
{sadder, poerer, and, it is fo be boped,

wiser because of their experiences.

Amongst them is a young man hailing
from Portland, Oregon, who in company
with a party of seven had succeeded in
reaching Sheep Camp, and from him
some interesting figures as to the cost of
transportation were obtained. From
Dyea to the head of eanoe navigation, a
distance of six miles, the Indians are
charging two and a half cents per
pound. From Dyea to Sheep Camp,
8 miles the pack trains convey baggage
for 9 cents per pound, whereag the In-
dian packers charge from 12 to 13 cents.
From Sheep Camp to Stonehouse, which
is described as the worst piece of the
trail, a distance of two miles, the pack-
ing is done exclusively by Indians and
costs 4 cents per pound, and from Stone-
house to Crater Lake over the summit,
a distance of about four miles, 6 cents
per pound is the ruling price.

The unanimous opinion of those who
profess to have knowledge of the Skag-
way and Dyea trails is that fhe Dyea
route will, of the two, be always the
more popular; very few, it is said, are
likely to get through via Skagway, and
when the work now 'being done on the
Dyea trail is complefed it is considered
certain that many of those who had in-
tended going in via Skagway will change
their plans and make Dyea their start-
ing point. It is estimated by some of
the Topeka’s passengers that fully 6,000
people are encamped at Skagway, of
which but a very small proportion have
even the faintest chance of getting
through, while at Dyea the number is
under a thousand. ' g A

Leo Friede, a business man of Port-
land, Oregon, who made the trip to Dyea
for the purpose of viewing the situnation
with a view to turning his information
into a means of corralling some of the
wealth which will emanate from the
Kiondyke region, says that the exorbi-
tant demands which are being made by
packers and others at Dyea and Skagway
have, in a large measure, been caused
by the arrivals themselves. Asan in-
stance,he mentionsthatat Dyea,wherethe
customary charge for conveying passen-
gers ashore from the steamer was“two-
bits, the tarif was raised instantly in
consequence of one man offering five
dollars to be taken the short distance
between the Topeka and the beach, and
the same thing has happened in regard
to packing all alongthe line. = His strong
recommendation is that all men going
up there should if possible combine to
have a fixed rate of charges beyond
which no one shall be allowed to go.

One big muscular man who has had
experience in most of the mining camps
in the Pacific States says that it is
nothing short of madness for anyone to

*|goin via Dyea and Skagway this fall,

and estimates that of those who are
there now not one per cent. will *‘ make
it >’ this winter. 1

¢ And,” he added, “I know, for I
have been fourteen miles up the S8kag-
way trail and though packing is almost
second nature to me, I preferred to turn
back, selling my outfit at a loss torisking
my life by continuing the trip.”

On the other hand there is a story of
one man who, having reached Lake
Lindeman, returned to Skagway in 14
hours, en route-to Juneau to settle some
business matters, and who was return-
ing by the same route expecting toreach
Lake Lindeman again by the time the
other members of his party had com-
pleted the building of their boats.

Rumors are eurrent that a new chain

of 'lakes has been discovered on the
Skagway route but confirmation seems
difficult to obtain, it being freely stated
however that the new discovery will re-
sult in thie route being more patronized
than that by way of Dyea.
The Bireh party, who reached Juneau
a day or two before the Topeka called in
there, are reported to have passed the
mailon their ‘'way from Dawson City,
and it is expected that news will arrive
in a day or two confirming or disproving
the rumors which have been freely cir-
culated in the last few days as to the
amount of gold which is coming out of
the ecountry.

This Bireh party which consists of Joe
Birch, James McKay and Archie Shelp,
left Dawson City on July 29 and occu-
Eied 19 days in making the trip to the

ead of Lake Lindeman, and thence to
Dyea in a day, thus completing the
distance in 20 days, arriving in Juneau
on August 19. Starting ount with
only 10 days’ provisions trusting to be
able to purchase more on their way, in
which they were mot disappointed,
they claim to have werked twenty hours
a day, making their way up the river in
canoes by paddle and line, taking it in
turns to pull the boat up’from the shore.
No.poling was done, and the only delay
encountered was one of eighteen hours
on Lake Le Barge. They report that no
excitement exigts on Indian or Stewart
‘river: di*ingq, averaging from $10 to
$15 a day having only, so far; been dis-
covered. They brought down  sabout

$20,000 in dust, but are only on a pur.
chasing trip, the little fortune in five
fignres being for investment only.

Four steamers were at Dawson when
the party left, the Beaver, Belle, and two
others, The Birch party state that the
Klondyke river will be full of slush-ice
by Se]_)bember 26. They give some in-
teresting figures showing the conditions
existing at Dawson City, where gold
dust is How being taken at$17 perounce.

Amongst the fortunate Juneauite
Dick Lowe who has made $100,000 eaail;3
heads the list, while two men named
Ashly and Leake have a elaim for which
they have been offered $150,000. Still
another man named Smith has taken
out $50,000, and it is considered practic-
ally certain that the Portland will have
:h_ree tons of gold dust aboard her next
rip.

Amongst the many diseomforte to be
undergone, the Birch party give special
prominence to the mosguitoes, which
they say are simply indeseribable, and,
indeed, the hardships whiech are met
with are, according to these three re-
h:_rned Klondykers, not easy of exagger-
ation.

To sum up the opinions expressed by
those on the Topeka who had any
knowledge of the situation as it exists
at Dyea and Skagway, it seems to be
clear that it i3 absolutely impossible for
the large number of men who are now at
Skagway to get through this fall, and
that those who are intending going
in must provide themselves with pack
horses equal to their needs, as the packers
have now more work in gight than they
can by any possibility get through be-
fore the trail becomes impassable. Those
who returned last night neceesarily take
a gloomy view of the situation, but dis-
abusing the position of affairs of any-
thing which would savor of pessimism, it
seems abundantly clear, as the CoLonisT
has stated on previous ‘occaeions, that
those who make the trip in the early
spring will be as far ahead as those who
make the attempt now.

A LARGE MINING SALE.

Since the first of August the money to
take up the bond on the orginal loca-
tions in the North Fork camp has been
in the keeping of the Imperial Bank at
Revelstoke, says the Kootenay Mail, and
on Tuesday last this amount, $65,000,
was transferred to the accounts of the
three pioneer owners, Ole Sandberg, J.
P. Kennedy and Thos. E. Marshall. The
claims taken up are the Waverley, Mon-
tague, Oldham, Tangier and Detroit,
and are situated about 23 miles from
Albert Canyon, B.C. Of the five
claims, two—Tangier and Oldam—were
located in ’93, the rest in ’95; but
gince ’91 these three persevering proe-
pectors have striven to open up this
now great section to the influences of
money and trade. They had hard work
for some years to push forward thecamp
to the notice of investors, owing to the
many other attractions of the country,
but in the fall of 95 they happened
across that well known mining man,
John Grant, and his business instincts
were at once aroused. He bonded the
group for the enormous figure of $75,000,
but he knew what he had and so did the
prospectors, and while some people shook
their heads the parties to the deal
bided their time and said nothing.
The first payment, $5,000, was made
by Mr. Grant in August, 1896, and in
February, 1897, the second payment of
$5,000 came along. By this time Mr.
Grant had negotiated the group in Lon-
don, Eng., to the Gold Fields of British
Columbia Co. {formed largely through
the influence of Mr. Grant-Govan) and
transferred his bond to them. The Gold
Fields Co. have sent numerous experts
and others to pronounce on the merits
of the property, and every word received
go far has been one of praise. Colonel
Anstey, the chairman of the company,
has a{ao personally visited proper-
ties and everything being up, to his
anticipations. the company decided on
taking hold of the claims and paid in
their paper for the balance of the bond.

HAS NOT THE MONEY.

ATHENS, Avug. 25,—The British, French
and Russian ministers to Greece have
notified their respective governments
that it is impossible for Greece to pay an
indemnity exceeding £2,000,000 to
Turkey. It is understood that nego-
tiations are on foot to induce Turkey to
accept a smaller sum than the amount
originally demanded. Lord Salisbury is
willing that Turkey should retain La-
rigsa up to the Trikhala line as a pledge,
provided that Greece prove other than a
readiness and ability to set apart certain
revenues for the payment of the indem-
nity without prejudice to the interests of
the existing bondholders.

A Double Cure,

Mrs. Jas. E. Elwood, St. Thomas,Ont.,
says:;—‘ My husbaud and myself have
taken Doan’s Kidney Pills. We used them
for Kidney and back troubles for which we
have spenta great deal of money without
getting relief. Doan’s Pills cured us both in
remarkably short time. I believe they will
cure even after all othen medicines fail.”

On one of the uptown thoroughfares, all
day long, sits a man grinding-an organ.
Beside him, on its haunches, sifs a cute
little pug dogl. A tin sign swinge'from the
dog’sneck.. It bears this legend:

A0 Advertsement

This *s an advertisement which' tells
the truth about -Milburn’s Heart and
Nerve Pills.

PEOPLE WHO SUFFER

from sleepl , dizzi , shortness
of breath, smothering feeling, palpita=~

tion of the heart,

pains through the

breast and heart,

* amxious, morbidcon-

dition of the mind,
groundless fears of coming danger,
anzmia or impoverished blood, after
effects of la grippe, general debility,
etc., should

TRY THESE PILLS

as they cure these complaints. Every box
is guaranteed to give satisfaction or
money refunded through the party from
whom the pills were purchased, and we
authorize them 1o do so on the strength
of.the above statement. This offer is
limited to the first box used by any one
person. T. MisurNn & Co., Toronto.

DIED.

BrowN—Af the 8t, Josepn Hospltal on the 19th
inst., | e w-mlngwn Brown, & mative of
8t. ThomaS§, Oat.,and aged 38 years.
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