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ublin Revisited
■STATE AND ITS PROBLEMS 
l-THE COST OF LIVING.

(By ROBERT LYND.)
E-There are many people 

that nothing has changed in 
lat it seems to me that Dub­
s'. reveals all the marks of 
ini revolution. ‘ It is not 

1st there has been a change 
ltd that the Irish Tricolour 
i on Government buildings, 
ige rf flag is the symbol of 
ction of a regime that has 

lint merely since the Union, 
littently since the Conquest, 
is tow governed by her own 

», as she never wai before 
<!■ Her ruling classes are no 

iwn. from London and land- 
bit from her own youthful 

Her soldiers are no 
guardians of an order based 

at. but the guardians of an 
M on freedom- This reality 

what must «trike most 
®e who revisits Ireland, 
may be struck at first by 

il things—by the extremely 
"it boxes for instance, and 

*>y green envelopes In 
fltgrams are delivered. But 

1,1 oi recent years is the dls- 
” »f an ancient military con- 

the substitution of a Na- 
!’■ a National Police, and a 

Government. '
Tle Army Band.

110 was present at the The- 
*hen the Army Band 

**"> concert to ap end with 
Hi-r«’ Song," and the Gover- 
ra* io his box rose to his 
*bs rest of the audience in a 
Passionate enthusiasm, had 

*** of a revolution dramat- 
atad to his eyes.

****** wore than yesterday 
Soldiers’ Song*’ was the 

®en who were fugitives in 
*tod. and when to sing it 

! the street or ball was 
• *aw- It was the song ot 
Government could meet 

■Si"6'' and whose General 
,ers w*« a little office only 
? ,w*y from Dublin Castle, 

m*B and spies seeking 
y to discover It. 
hsstiom. however, means 
,0re than the triumph of 

p, **&• the coming of a new 
8B|* the making of the 
J* one of the minor evi- 
”« «ftclency. It is said 

^«onei mu Brass, a.Ger- 
» m* to Ireland to conduct 
ib.?- 1,6 a,m<Mt threw up the 

, He found the men in­
herent to their ap­

pearance, smoking when they should
not have been smoking, and rebellious 
against orders. He. accordingly, dis­
banded them, looked through the 
Army for new material, found one 
man who could play a mouth organ, 
another who could play a tin whistle, 
and so forth, and out of this un­
promising material he has created a 
military band that delights soldiers 
with its appearance and musicians 
with Its skill. Its concerts, at which 
Wagner and Mozart, as well as Irish 
airs, are played, draw far greater 
crowds than can be packed into the 
theatre.

The Civic Guard.
The National desire for efficiency, 

however, has reorganized not only an 
army band, but an army.' And the ele­
ments of guerilla indiscipline and 
high-handedness, which did so mpeh 
harm for a time in certain counties 
during the civil war, have been weed­
ed out.

The greatest achievement of the 
Free State Government, on the Other 
hand, has been the creation of the 
new Police Force known as the Civic 
Guard. It was a great experiment dur­
ing a time of revolution to send out 
an unarmed police force through the 
country, and the experiment has been 
justified by the fact that, tor the first 
time in Irish history, the policeman 
has become a popular figure. The 
Civic Guard is composed of young 
men above the average In intelligence, 
physique, and good humour and dis­
cipline.

An official, not given to reckless
enthusiasm, told me that he doubted 
if there was another police force in
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thing any shopkeeper has to do.
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Europe to equal them. You may think 
thia an exaggeration, but it l«, at 
least, evidence of the way in which 

' the character of the Free State police 
has impressed Irish opinion. I have 
heard the praise of the Civic Guard 
sung, indeed, by people who were by 
no means enthusiastic tor the present 
Free State Government.

Being WelL
In my own opinion, the Free State 

Government la. considering its diffi­
culties. doing remarkably well. It ie 
criticized by Southern Republicans 
for being Unionist in disguise, and by 
Northern Unionists for being Repub­

lican In disguise; but, as a matter of 
fact, it fa too busy with the ordinary 
problems of peace and prosperity to 
pay much attention to those who 
think of politics mainly in terms of 
flags.

After a civil war, In which each side 
accused the other of excesses, sueh as 
Indeed, are scarcely avoidable during 
a civil war, the Free State Govern­
ment has undoubtedly restored the 

, reign of tranquility and order. There 
is no curfew In Dublin as there Is in 
Belfast, and you hear belated pedes­
trians peacefully whistling music hall 
tunes on their way home at 1 o’clock

j in the morning.
The armed robberies that still take 

! place are not the work of political 
guerillas, but of criminals. Nobody 
now believes that there ta any danger 
of the renewal of civil war, and the 
moat sanguine Republicans foretell 
the triumph of their cause, not as the 
result of an appeal to arma, but as 

j the result of an appeal for votes, 
j Thus, apart from unforeseeable ac- 
' cidents, Ireland is already a country, 
J not df revolutionary, but of constitu­
tional, politics.

. Bitterness, ' it is said, ’is dying down 
i as more and more of the prisoners

are released, and, though bitter: 
speeches are still made, hitter ac­
tions have ceased.

Apart from the establishment of the; 
reign of order, the Free Bute Govern- J 
ment has been faced by two great * 
problems—hew to reduce the cost of 
living and how to make the Budget 
balance.

the coat of living in the Free State 
ie about id per cent, higher than lu 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 
Already the Government Ie working 
out various schemes to meet the 
situation, through a better railway 
system, better taming, and better

shopkeeping.
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Just Folks.
By EDGAR A GUEST

MW ABB’S FOB DIS*

A FATHER'S THOUGHT.
This I want my boy to know 
When I tell him not to go, 

i When some pleasure I deny,
As I shall do by and by. '
When I check some little whim— 

j ’Tis the love I bear for him. *
Some shall think of pleasure’s hour, 
Some of profit or of power,

1 Or advantage, shall betray 
Him to tread some doubtful way;
But his welfare I alone 
Guard and cherish as my own.

He must know me through and 
through,

I Know in all I say or do 
I ’Tis not lightly I restrain 
Some small pleasure he would gain; 
Even though I sdem unjust,
I would keep his perfect trust.
As his father, this J ar.kr - '
To he fitted f"r the tiek.
Draw us close, so close that he 
Shall not lose his faith in me; 
Without shame, without pretense. 
Let me have hie confidence. ,
Let him understand that I 
Never cheat him, never lie.
Never play him false, or seek 
Profit from the words I speaki 
Trfit him know me to the end 
As his one unselfish friend. ’

-------------------------- - x
PLAYING THE GAMB.

Little Jessie was making a terrible 
noise while playing with brother 
Jimmie, so Mamma called to heft 

""Gracious. Jessie, why are yon 
shouting in that terrible manner? 
Why can’t you be quiet like Jimmie?"

“He’s got to be quiet, the way we're 
playing,” replied Jessie, “He’s Papa, 
coming home from the Elks, and I’m 
you.” -
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