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HERE is probably no one now in |
Dutton who has a more intimate
knowledge of the early settlemegt
and subsequent  development of
the village than 'Mr. A. J. Leitch,
postmagter. Mr.Leitch washorn in

Dunwich township, and his memory carries
him back to a qguartet of a century ago,
when the site of the now thriving little
village was yet to be located in the heart

of the wilderness. 1t would seem that
what “is to he will be,” since, when the
first settlement was made, the land im

mediately surrounding the location was low
and swampy, and not caleulated to the
most favorable point for the building of a
future tows: However the people came and
settled, and under the improved conditions
of the soil these disadvantages have been
largely overcome.

Mr. Leitch was one of the first to survey
the land into lots, and was among the first

be

to attest his faith in the future of the vil
lage by building one of the best business
blocks ever put up in the place, costing
§22,000, but which was some years ago

destroyed by fire, and on which there was
little or no insarance, and which materially
crippled the resources of its owner.

MR, B. J. SCHULTZ.

Duricg its eariter development Mr
was identified with many of thevilluge's
mercial ventures and contributed his money
and cnergy to many enterprises that have
since become suceessful.

To Mr. Leitch Tue JourNAL is indebted
for many interesting facts in connection
with the history of the village, and which

are published for the first time -in this
edition.
Mr. Leitch was born within three miles

of the villsge, and settled there in 1873.
The congtruction of the Canada Southern
Railway was started in 1870, and before
such a place as Dutton was thought of the
road in places had been finished and was
ballasted, The right of way through the

wnship had t6 be chopped through the
wilderness, which contract was performed
by Mr. David McLaws, clerk of the court.

I'TON HIGH SCHHOOL.

A curious incident in connection with the
early history of the seitlement was the
manner in- which the village cax to be
known as Dutton, and had unot the railroad
company and the Government settled the
point there is mno telling what name it
would now be known hy. The v > i
located on half of lot 12 and half of lot 13,
the foriner composing the west part of the
village, which was surveyed by Mr. Leitch.
The east side, part of lot 13, was surveyed
by Geo. Bennelt.
of rivalry hetween the two forces as to what
would be known by.

There was a good deal

name the setilement

Thesettlers on “the west side insisted on
the name Lisgar, after the then Governor
(General, but those on lot 13 wanted the

village named Bennetville. The opposing
factions could not come to a settlement of
the vexed point, and the result was that
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to' do, and, as a consequence, for two or
lthrm» years trains merely

Something of Dutton Past and Present ...

is now known
There was no station
Goods were taken on and off at
the roadside, and no shelter whatever was
provided for them or the few passengers
who had occasion to use the road-from time
After a while a small platform
was built, which sufficed until the growing
interests of
town demanded that something more sub-

stantial should be put up

three frame stores had

been

stopped at the
as Main
not even a

Some two or
built in the

vz

e

N

the

meantime, and since the storekeepers re

ceived more or less goods by way of the
railroad, the corporation and the railway
came together, and it was agreed that if the
village would supply a site and clear the
land the company would build a depot.
collection was taken up and enough sub
scribed to buy the site on which the present
stands,
villagers most interested hewing down the
This was on the farm of Neil
forest

M. C. R. depot
trees.

terson. A dense

The first store

erected in the
village was put
vp by Griffin &

(iraham, a small
frame affair, on
the: site now
occupied by the
Presbyterian
nanse, Angus
McIntyre  built
the frame store
w hich is now o«
cupied by Blue &
Smuth, proprie
tors of the Ad-
vance, and Ihs
Peter
mov
emply
Wal
lacetown, which
Angus McPher
son occupied un
til he built one
for himself on
the east side of
Main street. This

McCallum
«d an

is the property
which was des
troyed by fire
last  year, and
which was ocen
pied at the time
by A. D. 'Urlin.
It was the pre
sence of this ar
ray of commaet
cial  prosperity
and the further
fact that it was

a centraland con-
venievt point for
shipping, that
imposed upon the
railway the
cessity of build
ing a depot.
Thereafter Dut
ton commenced
to grow
rapidly, and one
building

another went up
until the popu
lation had swell
ed to over a
thousand.

The first brick
store was built
by H. Lane, of
Waterford. Cs
Turpain  put in
a general  stock
which was
managed by T
Hockin. The lat
ter, with
Pool, afterwards
hought thestock,
Mr.Hockin final
ly purchasing
Pool’'s in
terest. This
building was des-
troyed by fire
and was the sec-
ond of a series
which did much
to retard the
growth of the
village. It ises
timated  that
more than $100,
000 worth of pro
perty  has gone
up in smoke
sin¢e Dutton was
first settled.

The post ofiice
was established
in 1874, its first
postmaster being
A.J. Leitch, who
has since contin
ued to efficiently
fill the offi
The first grist
mill was built

ne

goods

of

gome
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Pat
growth has long
since been changed into a handsonie street,
along which are erected many fine brick
and frame residences,

was in 1877.

which they still continue to use.
first minister was
After the erection of this church, the other
denominations,
terian and Methodist, used ivin which to
hold services. Previous to this they had
the village school house.

utilized

second denomination to establish

the village
was the Me-
thodist, who
soon after
built for
themsel ve s
a frame
church on
the east side
of Main
street,
which,when

! destroyed

by fire, was
replaced by

the  hand
some brick
church  on
the corner
of Nancy
and  Mary
streets,a cut
of which ap

pears in this
issue. The
first Metho-

dist minister w

Stewart we

suce:

res

which

Rev.

They built a framé church,

were the

Their
M. Randall.
Presby-
to
The
itself in

N
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s Rev. Mr. Fallis.
s the first Presby terian ¢
dividing his time between the Wa
and Dutton churches.
Rev. Thos. Wilson, whose ministry was so
ssful until a few weeks ago, when he |
igned to accept a charge in London. |
The Church of England built more recent-
ly, the first rector being Rev. Jeffrey Hill,

Rev. Mr.

lergyman,
llacetown

Mr.

Payne.

By

Ji

MISS MAY

FERGUSON,

LEITCH,

MISS WILLEY,

and which was kno

School was
1886, its first principal being Mr. Rothwell,
He was followed by | now school inspector_at Regina, N.W. T
The building is a two-story
class rooms, two

C. R. track, on the west sida of Main street,
1 as the Dutton House.
A. McMillan built the Dominion House, af-
terwards renamed the Nelson
known as the Mclnt
has been greatly improved, and is refe
elsewhere.
from Wallacetown to{Dutton by R
which, with_the Dutpon House, afterwards

re

The

A. KIRKLLAND'S DRUG STORE

Hotel on the site.
A High

Brittania

dawn stairs and
Rothwell was followed by Messrs. Gunu,
Skinner and the present principal, J. C

House, now
but whiech
ved

House

moved

three groceries, three furniture stores, three ’un- Dopald Graham, John Graham, Elder |
boot and shoe stores, one drug store, two | McArthur, James Johngon, Anthony Fulton,

hotels, two undertakers, two butchers, five [ Neil
doctors, blacksmiths
carriage shops, three private banks, five ag: [ still living arc

rieultural machinery two liveries, | Archic

two bakers, five

agencies,

and | dal,

two harness |

Uatterson, James Clark, Israel Ran
Robert ~ Clark Some old resident | ca
Jumes Black, John Blue, | |,

McIntyre, Alex. MeNeil, Neil Me

Arthur, Wm. Clark and H. McPherson. |

B. J. Schultz.

Not many places with Dutton’s population
n boast of a better undertaking and farni-
el than that ca Lon% by Mr.
tz, My born in the

ines i

sehult

was two jewellers, two restaurants, | Southwold e
Jordan, | makers, two barhers, two gents' furnishings, he land on which the village was:built’| ; .oy, el 1 T o 857, and "){"'*
one book store, one fancy goods store, one = was formerly owned by Duncan McGilkiveay. | with L ‘i‘m“‘ "'1 uginaw ( "\‘- Mich.,
went up in | photograph Sefore ~ the " they carr ‘I(\ o (1 \\m‘" ;(‘”':I‘“ ““ .;[ ',\"M"(
.8 m o ke.|gallery, two date of the | {ure Lusine Ret ‘”‘ 0 ! 1<”“i - 1 “"l’
About this | boilershops, M. C.R the | family settletin 1ourning to Caniagn, the
time the|two den graln: and.} o b e LSOn When 1t Was & e
Wallace- | tists, two products of | Sinde that time elghiaen yea
town Carri- | coopershops the  section | game busines iy 1
age Com- and four were  teamn- | picftler ont. a
pany built [ public halls, ed  to Tyr | o his | s |
on the cor The vil nnel Wi Turmit e i ol
ner of Main | lnge has G ) i inihi A "‘ ‘\ L “"‘A
and Cather- | N. W, tele : L o ety THeLE
ine streets, | graph office, / i \l e » \ s ‘A’: L v
and upon its | Ameri can he -lake. | trontion to cmbalms, jrénpartics 4
failure was | expre s ag John Pat ot VTV, ‘DG GRRAEIT. ¢ g - 108 dealls
converted | ency, seven ' d Mis ily work that ' ha : >
into the |[passenger McArthur | 44 \ Scly ag: &l 24
C ommercial | trains  and wert thed wetiveiterast in L Q. F. iatios \ n
Hotel | four  daily tirstsettler énnstenmental DiBilding op boe o "1‘l‘
Mr.Curtis ' maile. 1t is andstill Hve | G ionast branches of tl A "'v S ¥
bought this, one of the m - the vil it ¥ SHOUQURALI LIS Boas
property, | most impor Lu g ( "
and after it | tant pomts S nean Geo L M. D
was burned | on the M.C from Sot
down ™ built | R. for the vold, und O ihe ¢ - a8
the present | shipment of , wiis one of Ontnrio'is De. ( ‘\I\ i *}
Queen’s| cattle,sheepl the first to ) ‘{‘)‘ > T Witdy
hogs and grain, Having three grain 1 wd elear the dwith a yoke of oxen. | [0 . “‘ |‘ ) < “‘ “\‘ “" on, has
stablished here in | houses. ” The principal shippers o el Strange eno nearest, ¢ ey |1, s heactivels in Wallbostown.
products gre Wm. MeLandre Black's, four n from the g % ol " ’." e o Oll; ‘WHALE! 1€
\lex. and Ar potit last year the village bought the site | \Tord l” “ M‘ R
one, with four Cam for ore more convenient il ‘\_‘M"\‘ e \
two up is looked upon ms one of wl racht (\ \ ."\‘ ) | v
v passenger and freigh on | John Cascaden, M. D radunted fram Trinity | e e g
the M. ( 1. between St. Thomas and | o “m;“‘ 1 HH’\ i A ““v“‘l"‘) -
Windsor. l Dr, Caseaden is probably one of the best | e o0 0 \‘1‘ i D : o praslice.of nis
known resident 1 ( L Ibourne, where he remained
of Flgin, having -
lived | oun

but  whilc '
Jovesan i v
ing a biographi
cal  skefeh  of
Dutton’s leading
citizens,we mere
ly st mcident
ally that the
doctor isa North
of Treland man,
wnd v D onegal
man at that A
halt hour pent
in his genial pre
Sence listeni
to his chara

Irish wi

e of  cleven

" he  found
Limself n  the
liigh seas, accom
prnying his pa
ents to Canada

Theysottled near
London,  where
young  (asc

attended

aden
thi
union school, and
afterwards
Nparta
father  was o
merchant in lre

MISS

GROUP OF YOUNG DANCERS.

\ rporated in 1891, with
5 Mr tl

A. J. Leitch wa «
wed with him around
ts. D McPherson, I
eMillan and Wi, T
v was the clerk that
il the treasurer.  The

TePherson occupied th

| Was

(. Leitch sat durin
re elected®o'th
represents  th

still

important  busine

e thatbody was dispos

jow of S0

1 Mr
woolen

un

Ontario,

g that

‘H ge pos
“‘uml‘( amd

o, when a by-law was

the
erection of

wathorizing
for the
the purpose of borin
re and dririking pu

the first
¢, although, at the
licensed practitione
ort
cian_ to prescribe fi
of the people.

Uly “located, bein
¢ township, anil su
ultural country.

estalilished  within the
tave factory, built

: D Hi

uthwold, who

ex

r

to practice

Burwell, was the

o

ex

Its

n it8 many disastrous

Iy a
'l:l\"
ed, south of the
)b Morse was president

factory was burned
vill wasbuilt by Cam

p

sold out
\leEachran ; Lhis was destroyed |
TFitchett's sawmill is now on
L J. Wilson & C'o. operated
ill, eleven yeargago,which
They ll‘)‘ one of the largest
having paid in duties
time nearly §50,000.

esses two hardware stores,
geucml merchandise,

|
1

\

societies Dutton is
trong hranch of t

wind one of the, first to o

odge, o

PEARI

land, but follow

od  farming ~in
this  country,
While  pyrsuing
his  studiés, the
junior  Cascaden
wils preparing
himself  for  the
medieal  profe

sion, For fom
years  he tany

school in Nouth

Loand  Port
nley, while
caquippmyg - him
I tor his after
weers In 1863
h raduated
from the Toront
vsity, fol
lowing up I
trdic in Ky
Land and Seot
Londd, where e
hecame nmember
I the 1 (ol

| ‘ S n
v licentiate t

t I I«

lew I Physi
cinna London,
wild niiate
Woth 10l

i virocinted
with the leadim
e of
T ool

in
Eho Ho

rital, Londo

for the

ureeon
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DR, LING, Sk, WALLACETOWN.

f Ltwo  yeat to Wallacetown
twenty cight years ago, where he has ever
ince romained, and where heis held in the
highest esteem.  For several years he was a
member of the County Council, is a coroner
of the County of llgin, and is a° member of

removing

the Dutton  High -School Board.  He has
always taken an active interest in the sue-
ce: of the Wallacetown Agricultural

Society, which has become well known
s one of the best fairs in the county, while
to any pro-

80

g*ving his time and attention

ject likely to promote the welfare of the
C. St. Clair Leitch. !

Dutton’s popular and rising young barrister,
will always be found associated with any
prospect which has for the ad
vancement of the Leitch was

its object
Mr.

e,

e

in 18G4,
| | ion at the Dutton high
ints

yunwich

lusti
wnd
with . M,
called to
himself in

vin 1885

was

Wisliod
hlishe

where he has

Out of & num
| has  hand

nt was that

wtion,

crnment,  result.

ferdants

¢ opart in
ur years

St. Thomas,
was formed
Other socie
ties are the
Macabhces
Woodmen of
the s World,
R T5 of By
Sonsot Scot
land, 1. O
I'., Magons K
Caledonint
Society, (
0. l}
Home Cirele
an'd Patron
of Indnstry
Duttonex
pects in _the
near future
to  find oil
or gasin it

imm ediate
g h bo
hood, and
with thi
ohject in
view the
Lake Ir

Oil apd Gag
Company of
Elgin (Lin

nei

b 4

ited) has
been organ
ized with
the follow
i?H""' tors
D, €. Clay, (

A. M. MclInt
St. Clair Lejb

operations are heing rapi

The names of a few of the oft pioneerg | the

Alex

yre, James

1’00
(ranc
A large tract of land fiws been bonded, ana | he
idly pushed forward

ANCE BIOCK

SOwas District Deputy Girand Maste
| don District il sehool tea
ha n educationa

feing an

wtively participated

ma

hool board

I ' 1 y-trea
Reform
ty tor

Dominion

wnty, N. Y.,
Fissex when he v
into
fiftteen vogrs

OUPLCCn Ve f age, removing
o Iy to I'\l“n'l
ue of the first employced of
Railway, having
construction for fourteen
st he hasYearried on
ind wood business,, in which, he
trade. Lasp year he handied

Canad outhern
employed in its
Fou
dra o

1| does a good

years

|
|
|
% ,

| ago. He'w
|

IX years pe
: 3

ers, and al variong tim®s has served on | 150 tops of coal and jpver 300 cords of

I wood, .

The name of Mr. C. St. Claiz Jeitchy .




