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FARM ACCOUNTS.

Wo do not know a class of people !

more indisposed to handlo the pen
than farmers, Eighteat of ten would

mucl prefer holding the plough, or|

swinging tho scythe for half a day,
than to hold the pon twenty minutes

. . . |
They shrink from it as taey would |

from the plague, and wo have no
better evidence of their thorough dis-
like to writing, than the paucity of
communications on agricultural sub-
jects {o the press. Btill thers aro few
persons who criticise an Agricaultural
Journal more severely, than those
who never write for it. They appoar
10 forget that whatever is lacking
should to some extent have been sup-
plied by themselves. As to keeping
Farm Aecounts, theirinclination leads
thom, in the majority ef cases, to do
anything but that. Nor are they to
blame, as they have never been edu-
cated to it, and consognenily do not
see tha groat need of any such thing;
and even if they do, they aro at & loss
how best to do it. -

To meet this case in the future,
book-keeping on the most eimaplo plan
should be tanght in all the distric
Schools, that tho young people at
feast might bo able te do that which
their parenis are unable to do. It
would ke more useful to the pupil than
the study of algshra and the bigher
mathematics, aithengh the importance

3

.of the latter cannot be questioned. As|

soon as the scholar has mastered the
.common school arithmetie, ho shounld
have hie le2sons in book-keeping, and
in all country diatricts ho shoald be
taught a system of farm accounts.

In urging the advantages of keep-
ing farm accounts, it is not necessary
that moro should be done than will
lead the farmer to a eorrcct know-
ledge of the results. o should know
the amount of his oxpendifuves, and
whether those oxpendituras have beer:
a gain or loss to him.

In the excellent report of J. T
Dlint Kae Secretary of the Massa-
chusetts 3oard _of Agriculiure, we
find the following general directions,
which we copy for the bencfit of our
readers:—

Tirst. We shonld say keop an accu-
with every man with
whom ) ou do business on timo. Keep
debt and eyedit—but wo should advise
you fo keop 8> littid (’:Cbt acceunt as
possible. Never run in debt to tho
blacksmith, merchant, tailor or shoe-
maker. Pay as yca go, nnless you
can, by some barter trade, get them
in your debt. It would be botter ceono-
my to borrow one bundred dollars (il
necessary,) at the beginning of the
yoar, even if you had to pay 7310
jnterest, and mse that woney with
which to pay little debts, than Lo ask
irust. When we say keep as little
debt account as passibie, it is undse-
stood that we debit what we pay out
.nd what we promise to pay; and
credit what wo receive, and what we
expeet to receive.

Second. Keep a cash-book, in which
you eater as credit the monoy you
have on hand at the beginning of the
year, and all you recsivo duriaz tho
year; and enter on debit side ail you
pay out daring tho year, and the
amount on hard at the close of the
year, and if you bave mado no mis-

2 : 1
. takes, the two amounts will exastly

balance. To avoid mistzkes, you can
balance your caeh book at the ciose of

every month, instoad of the year.

Third. Make an inventory of all
you possess at the beginning of each
year, including farm stock, tools, pro-
duce, dues, &c.; from this deduet
debts, if any, and this will show you
what your possessions are at tho com-
mencomont of the year, and by com-
paring with tho inventory one year
previous, it will be seen whether thero
is occasion for
whether you can be more generous in
your expenses.

Fourth. Have a book of farm ac
counts, which is independent of all
ether acconnts, and under this head
debit all expenses connected with the
farm daring the year, and credit all
receipts. Under this acconnt take all
maticrs of expense or roeceipts, and at
the clote of the year, turn to your
farm inventory for one year previous,

rotrenchment, or|

iabor, sced, and every other expense,
to overy crop you raise, ard when

the Lalance, that the book may show,
lat a glaice, the profit or loss of that
taccount.

{early; and you will have more time
fin the spring to devoto to other work.
baivested, credit the erop at tho mar- | In euch cases, as soon as the land is
ket valug, or the priceseld for. Strike |dvy harrow it well, then sow yoar oats
;-.zml grass seod, then harrow again,
{and finish with the roller. A farmer

who dces not own & geod, heavy, iron

Have a sggce devoted to memoranda ; | roller should bny one before he seeds

{that in which you enter a minute of |down any land to grasa.

| transactions which do not necessarily
{ come under tho head of accounts, but
| merely a matler of record of facts ag
! they oceur.

- Ilave another pago in which you
enter errorg and 72solves, whoreby you
mey prefit by past experience; also,
anothor page, on which you enter
{ misfortuncs end losscs.

¥
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For the Colonial Farmer.
RURAL TOPICS.

BREEDING OHEED.

Parme»s wke keep large flocks of
cheep, rhould not dispose of them
Lastily, in view ef the lew prices they
bring, and the chesapness of weol, as
we are not aiways to have sueh times
as exisl at presoatl. Prabably in two
ot three years the prices will advance
59 por eent. from the fact that a large
portion ef'our wool growers will either
;0 out oi' Loe buriness, or greatly re-
auce their flacks, no mattor how much
tey ar@advised to “ hold on.” Insome
eases it will ba well to get rid ef yoor
and thus redace your
ial; but my advica is to
rce your flocks as little 2s yeu can,
aud make them pay expenses of keop-
ing till prices goup. Daring tho last
30 ‘yeatgs, thero have been a halfa
dozen ebbs in the prices ef shecp and
wool, anl yet those breeders who
“ hold ‘on” csme out all right.  What
yoa needd most ia geod breeding rams;
wnd I annex what an old sbheep raiser
“The best bred, and best form-
arino rams may now be had for
to 8100, and the lopg waols cr
owns §re quito as cheap; and when
we refloet that we might have 50 to
170 !lambs frem a single sire, whata
ste of meney it is tr nse an inferior,
flat-sided and light-fizeced ram, becauso
he can ¥e had for £10 {o §15! The
defects of a bad cire, nzed for a single
son, will be visible in a flock for

many genc:

SAys:

wa

ECS

ticns, ro that the injury
done camnot bo estimaled; and the
servieos of such an animal will never
be accepted by an intelligent breeder,

if tendered as a grate

The selection of the breeding ram,
whoro mutton is predaced, musi be
from tho-long wools, or the Bowns.
If we meake choico frowm the former,
wa must be careful that wa have an
animal of stont and robuat constitution.
Thezo sheep iave been so generaliy
forced with artificial fsad, that many
of them Isck the hardiness required
for the-farmer's purpose. What we
must Lave, is a straight, round barrel,
on short legs, with short, stout neck,
and vigorouy, masculive appearance
about the bead. The bagy should be
well covered with a long and lasirots
staple, of uniform quality. If tho
selection be of the Southdown breed,
wo should have the same general form
as here described, but wo ought to

have & more compactand gnug careass,
with a good deal more weight for
bulk, than in {he long-wool Lreeds.

PASTUGING MOWING LANDS.

It has beon said a .thousand times
that it injares mowing lands to pasture
them alter bping mawed ; but it is not
80, unless it be in tho case where long
rains have so scfiened tho greand that
the cattlo in" eome
inches, and thus injure {he surface of
the land. Thon very close feeding np
to Novemtber is injurions, by leaving
tho grass with no protection in wintor ;
but otherwise mowing lands can be
pastnred to great advantago.

aund hersss sink

attle
shoulll not be turned in upon them
till the grass affordsfirst rate pasture,
then keep your stock oant when the
sod ig soft, and you will have jast as
good crops of hay as you would have
if kopt out all the season.
FALL PLOWING.
In some cases fall plowing is ad-
visable. If yeu have a stiff clay soil,

and say, credit by increased valuo ofY that Lias had a crop upon it this season,

stock, toole, &e. ; or debtor to increas-
ol value of stock, tools, &e. In your
cash accounts, and also in this, and
every other &ccount, when you come
to the bottom of the page, add it up
and carry the amount over to the top
of the next page, so that you will
never have more than one page to add
to see how that account stands. When
your last page is added, and you have

credited the increased value of stock, |

tools, &e., or dcebited the decreased
value ot stock, tosls, &e., then take
the greater from the loss, and say:
By profit of farming for 1865, 8
To loss of farming for 1863, $
as the resalt msy be.

ard you want to sced itdown to grass
| noxt spring, or otherwise caltivate it,
'if plowed this fall in ridges, by turn-
t ini {wo back farrows together, throw-
|ing them up as high as plowing 10 or
{12 inehes deep will offect, the frosts off
| winter will pulverize the soil, and
much improve it. I donet recommend
plowing sward land in this manner,
as it makos it too grassy to cultivate
casily the noxt seasen. Nor would it
! be advisablo to plow lands in sod this
( fall that you design to cultivate next
‘ season to corn or potatoes; it i~ baiter
‘_t.» plow such lands next spring, and
| plant immedintely affer plowing. It
]will do vory well to plow eithor

SWAMP MUCK.

Mary farmers have large eupplies
of swamp muck upon their farm, and
tho question that most interests them
is what is the valne of it as a fertiliz-
er? If one believes all that he reads
in thoagricultaral papers about muck,
he will frequnently be led to suppoes
that it is of about the same value
as barnyard manare, when in fact it
is but little better for apy purpose
than ordinary loamy soil. If it be
carted out wpon dry land a foot thick,
ag an experiment, no crop would grow
luxuviantly upoa it; nor eam it be
made a strong furtilizer of itzelf. By
eomposting it with Iime or ashes to
destroy tLe ecanr, mert matler in it
muck hes seme valualle qualities; it
i3 good to corapost with mapure. For
inslanco, after being drawn from the
swarap, and composted with lime or
ashos—io a layer of muck rix inches
deep,-apply a layeroflimo juat slaked
or ashes, & half an inch thick; and
80 on tbrough the ontire heap, Leave
it one winter to bo further benefiticd
by frost, and then compest it with
manure, to lis in the compost kesap
one season, then shovel the hesp
over, mixing all thoroughly, and you
will have a valrable fertilizer—not so
much from the actual fertility ef the
muck, as in the difffizion, or spread-
ing of the virtues of the stable dang
throngh the entire heap, and thus
rendering the manure eapable of be-
ing spreed evenly in the soil, and
adapting it better as plant food, wheth-
er sproad or ueed in tho hill than it
would boe if the dung wers nsod alone.
Bat will it pay to baal the muck from
the swamp?  That is the point. It
must be drawn in a drocth, when the
swamp in dry, and farmers can jadge
for themselves on the matter; but you
may be assured that in no ease is this
muck in its nataral state worth mueb
a8 a fertilizer.

CEMENTING CELLARS.

Any cellar ean be made perfestly
dry if cemonted before any wood
werk is put up in it to interfere with
a proper applieation of the cement.
Comoents arc of different sirength ; the
Rosendale, and ether similar kiads,
must net have more sand than cement
to bo safo; that is, half sand and half
cement, to be applied within 80 min-
ates, or it will “set,” and be much
injured by working it over again.
Cellars that are mevely dafip, with a
little water after heavy rains, czn be
mado dry with a coat of cement an
inch thick. The walls may require
a thin coat a foot or two from the
ground. DBut when the pressure of
water is great and it ricos a foot or
more high at times, such 3 eollar may
Le made perfectly dry as fullows: Ob-
iain enbble stanes about the size of a
gooso egz, tomo larger and some
smaller. D sure that you have fresh
cement, r.ndévc two er threo men
at the job, one ull the time mixing
cewment, 80 that it ean bo used within
30 minutes after being mized. Spread
a layer upon the ground about an
inch thick, then quickly sot the stones
clore together, sinking them dewn
into the cement, which must ba quite
soft, noarly to the grouud; and after
you have laid a course aeross your
gellar as wide 23 yon can reach with
your arm, put the finiching ooat upon
tho sfomes covering ali; and #o go en
tilt the whole botton is cemented. It
would do very well to wait till the
wholo collar bottom is laid in stenes
before the uppor coat is applied; but
in that pase the flaishing foat might
not adhero %o strongly to the under
one. Some men place the stonos dir-
cctly upon the ground and fill in by
turning on very thin cement called
“grout.” This does very well if you
do it when no hesvy rains eccur for
a menth or two, and when the grout
has time to harden. Bat tho great
difliculty is in cementing the outside
stop-way into yeur ecilar. Unless it
have an outside doer, so as to kecp
tho frost out of tho passage-way, no
comenting will stand thromgh the
winter reason. Freezing beofore the
cement i3 dry will destroy it in ali
cages ;.and airo after it be dry, if it be
wet by a pressure of water agaiast it
‘through a brick or stone wall,

<>

SerL Trne Poor Stocx.—If farmers
have too much eteak to carry threugh
the winter, no . .3 the time to select
the cldost, moaneat and pooreat to be
sold. Pat in a separate pasture.
Feed well, fatton, and be snre to sell
at somo price. Never scil the best
stock. If you keep steck at all, good
stock is worth more to you than any
one else. Weed out and sell the poor
stock,

Lowing.

Ter some years past I have, in
writingon gardening matters, insisted
upon the great importance of * firm-
ing" the eoil ever the sceds after
sowing, especially at seasons when
the goil is ¢ry, or likely to beesome so.
I know of ro eperation of more im-
pertance in efther tho farm or the
garden, and I traet that what I am
about te ey will be read and remember-
ed by every ome not yet aware of the
vast impertance of the practice. 1
eay “ vast importamce,”’ for tho loss
to the agricritaral aad hortienltural
commurity frem the practice ofloosely
sowing seeds in hot and dry seils is of
a magnitade, which few will believe!
until they hate witnessed it; and it is
a lozs all the more to be regrotted,
when we know that by * firming”
the toil arewad the seed thero isin
most caees a certain proventive. Some
two yoars ago I related in these
colamns how our crop of nearly two
acres of celery plants wero parlially
lost by neglacting to tread in the
seede, the dry heated air of May
ebriveling them and destroying their
vitalily. Profiting by that lesson, 1
this re2zon sowed two acres of celery
seed (in guantity about 20 1bs ), the
rows being about nine inches apart—
“ the marker” decepening the lines
rome two or three inches. After the
man who sowed the secd, there follow-
ed another, who, with the ball of the
right foot, pressed dewn with his full
weight every inch of tae soil over the
eeed. The ground was then lightly
tonched with a rake to level it, and
the operation was completed. Our
crep of plants, netwithstanding the
intenre heat and dreuth of the past
summer, was a8 fino as it could be,
every teedecoming tohave germinated.
Besides, this “ firming” of the soil had
also prevented the dry, hot air from
penelrating to the roots, so that,
though we nearly averaged 90° during
the month of Jaly, herdly a plant wus
Uarned off. Now, from tho same bag
of celery soed thal produced these
plants, we rold secd to some hundreds
of our customers, and we have already
bad scores of letters asking why their
celery sced did not come ap; not a
few of them insinnating that the secd
they had obtained was not good. To
all sach we, by letter, statod emphati-
cally the oruzo of failure, and I trust
that all whose seed of celery or any-
thing elee fail to germinate, will first
fairly investigate whotber or not the
fanlt has not been ywith themselvos,
rather than with the soed. I think it
was the seeond year after I had begun
the business of market gardening,
that T planted six acres of sweet corn
on & light, warm soil in the irst week
in July. Asit isofien the case at
that scason of the year, the ground
was dry when planted, and it was
nearly the end of the month before all-
the corn was above ground. The
ground was carefully cultivated, but
the whole operation was nearly in
vain; as, before ihe corn had produced
the desired * roasiing ears,”” the crop
was canght with the frost and destroy-
ed. Now, iwo or three pressures of
tho foot cn each hill would have start.
ed tho seed at once, making a- diffor-
cnce of twe or three weeks in the
wmatoring  of the crop, and would
proeably have put a thonsand dollars
into my pocket, bgt I did not knew
the cause of fzilure then, nor, I must
acknowledge, for many jears after.
Some years ago, as an experiment, I
sowed meeds of beots, turnips, ocorn,
and spinach, in July, treading in
every aiternate row. The beets and
corn matarad their erop in every
inztance whore the seed had been
trodden in, and failed to do so where
this had not been dono. In the case
of the spinach and turnip seeds, the
rows trod in germinsted freoly and at
a=aa, while the rows of those that had
been loft Ioosely nearly failed entirely.
The experiment was mede with a view
te show that beots of all Linds sown
as Iato as the first of July, when the
secd germinato at once, have yot time
to produce a erop, and sweet corn has
time enough to produce its ears
suffieicntly matore for use in the
green state, and farthermore to prove
what 1 kad long believed, that thou.
sands mupon thomsands of acres of
turnips fall from the want of * firm-
ing” the goil when the eeed is eown.
Of conrse if large areas are sown in
turnips, the treading in with the foot
might net be practicable; the next
best thing is the roller, but that must
ba heavy eneagh te effect the purpose,
As I have before hinted in the cmse of
celery plants, the lcoseness of the soil
not only prevents rapid germination,
but even if germination does not take
place, and a long period of hot and
dry weather fellow, the young plant
itself may be burned eout, if the soil is
loose, 8o that the dry, heated air can

peuetrato tothe weak and tender root

summer, such as spinach, beets,
turnips, otc., ifthe weather is dry and
the soil loose. I beg to caamtion my
inexperionced readers, however, by
no means to tread or roll in seed if
the ground is not dry. The seil may
often be in a suitable condition to
sow, and yeot be teo wet to be trodden
upon or rolled. In such cases these
operations may not be necessary at
all, for'if rainy weatker ensue, the
seeds will germinate of conrse, but if
there is any likelihood of continued
drouth, the treading or rolling may
be done a week or more after the
ceed has been sown, if there is reason
to beliovo that it may saffer from the
dry, botair. Another very important
advantage gained by treading in the
so:d is, that when wo have erops of
beets, celery, turnips, spinach, or
anything else that is sown in rows,
the seeds to form the erop come up at
once; while the seeds of the weeds,
that are jast as liable to perish by the
heat as are thoes of the crop, are re-
tarded. Sach of the weed rced as lie
in tho space between the rows when
the soil is loose, will not germinate as
quickly as those of the crop sown;
and honce we can caltivate between
the rows before the weeds germinate
at all. Such was our experience the
past soasen in the two acres of celery
plants alludod te, as the rows of the
celory were clearly definod before the
weeds germinated at all, o that the
hoe was applied at once, rendering
the cest of culture less than half what
it would have been had tho seeds of
the celery and those of the weeds
started simultanecusly. One of my
neighbors, a market gardener, with
whom I was conversing on tho im-
portance of this subject, stated to me
that he had failed thrice in succession
with lettnce seed sown in Jaly, either
from its failing to come up at all, or
being burned off after it germinated;
but in every case he had planted in
dry weather, and had failed to tread
in the seed, simply rolling the ground.
Although one of our most successful
men, with long years of experience,
he had never beforo adopted the plan
of “ firming”’ the soil upon seed in dry
weather, but at once became convineed
of its importance on my statement of
the leading faots stated in this article.
— Peter Henderson, in American Agri-
culturist.
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AGRICULTURAL ADDRESSES.

It is strange that the managers of
Fairs learn so slowly the great im-
portance of Addresses at thoir anoual
exhibitions, and selden seem te under-
stand how to manage them when they
are included in the programme. We
remember to have herd Herace Gree-
ley, on his return from the Pacific
coast years ago, where the subjeot of
irrivation had attracted his attention,
undertaking to give an Agricultural
Address. Of eourse he attraeted a
large crowd; and almost equally of
courae the speaker’s stand was out-of
doere, in close preximity tq the horses
track on one side and the big beets
and other of Nature's enormities on
the other. The crowd was kaloid-
oscopic in its movenments; and as Mr.
Greolgy appeared the rain began to
falls The Chairman hoisted an um-
brella over the venerable head, and
through the fringe ef pouring water
the benevolent faze of “the Philoso-
pher” beamed out. Raising his thin,
querulons, treble voice to its highest
pitch he began: “Ladies and gentle-
men: I am to speak to youto-dayfon
Irrigation.” The mal-appropriateness
of the theme to tho circumstances
czused an involuntary laugh to greot
the apnoungement, in which the
speaker joined. Of course the address
was a failare, despite the great amount
of informatien it eontained.

The speolacle is a common one, of
a crowd melting away from around
the speaker's stand to witness the
preliminary ‘ warmiog up'’ which
the jockeys are giving their horss s
and on different sides the stentorian
tones of the persuasive side-show
orator, the seductive strains of the
peripatetic peddlers, the sweot at-
tractions of gingerbread stands, and
the legitmate entrios to the exhibi-
tion, give the Address-maker a per-
fectly demoralizing competition.

Premising that there ought always
to bo an Address, from some compe
tent man,—one who knows the im-
portance of theories and the valye of
practical knewledge, and has both
intelligence and oxperience in some
branch of agricnlture-- whe has some-
thing to say and knows how to say it
—we remark that the Address onght
te be always given in & tent or hall.
The andience should be seated, and
free from all disturbing influences.
No Society can afford to do witheut a
good Address; but it has no business
to invito a speaker unless it can give

favorable to its intelligent reception,
will save the day from being a frilure.
Largo Societies may profitably have
several Addresses—some of them in
the evening, to be followed by in-
quiries and discussed, Think of the
good that might'resalt from an ad-
dress on Fertilizers, before the owners
of a theusand worn-out.farms, by a
learned and conscientions
who had given the subject thorough
c¢xamination. Or let horses, eattle,
sheep, ficld and orchard crops, be dis-
cussed in the same way-~illustratel
by the splendid object-teaching of the
day’'s exhibition-—and the Fair would
como nearer fulfilling its great objoct;
the enlightenment, profit, real enter-
tainment and pleasure of the furmer.
—Glolden Rule.

chemist

Horses and Their Drivers.

Very many years ago, I made up
my mind that when there was a guar-
rel between a man and a horse, in
niue cases out of ten the man was in
the wrong. Continued
has only served to confirm this belief

The radical error into which drivers
fxll, is, that the horse knows perfectly
what is wanted of him, and will not
do it. Then the driver proceeds to
show that he is the master, and, in the
vast majority of cases, the horse is
punished without the slightest idea
why he is so treated.

For a horse to understand instantly
what his driver desires, there must
exist a plessant feeling between thém.
The horse must feel a cosfidence in
his d;iver, and with ono drivera horse
will show himself fearless of locomo-
tives, and with another he will dread
them. One man will drive a horse
fifteen miles with ng more fatigue to
the animal than anothor will produce
in driving him ten.

Nothing tends more to cruelty to
animals than does cowardice. The
man who has a lurking fear of his
beast, is the one who treats him the
most harshly. Thoe m:n who is afraid
of no horse, is just the man who treats
all kindly. e is perfectly aware
that there is always danger with
horses ; but he aiso knows that this
does not depead upan the horse, but
mostly comes from some extraneons
soarce, the bad driving of others
whom he meets on the road, or acci-
dent of some sort. 1Is has a friendly
feeling towards his beast, as being a
willing and useful servant -and com-
panion, ready to do his whole duty,
and more than his duty. So there
springs up a pleasant feeling on both
sides, the horee is encouraged and
cheerful, and gets through his work
easily and well. Efuch a driver gots
vastly more from his horses than does
the cruel one. They come in fresh,
they feed and sleep well, and begin
the next day's work under favorable
conditions. Age tells but slowly on
them; at fifieen and sixteen years,
such horses will <25 speed and en
durance, and -are still gay and free
goers, with years of uscfulness before
them, whereas the c¢ruel man's horse
is used up long before this,

There should be kindness simply
from kind feeling, but it does not the
less cettainly bring its material re-
ward.— Qur Dumb Animals.

< r————

observation

Over-Bred and Over-Fed Glock.

English breeders of fine stack are
beginning to question the advisabili.
ty of carrying the Ligh feeding and
cloge breeding to extremes, as may
be seen by the follov
London Saturday Eevieuw:

Doubts begin to be expresszld pret-
ty freely in England as to whether
high breeding has not alrcady been
cultivated to excess. It appears to
bo admitted on all hands that Short
Horn cattle, for iunstance, have de-
creased in size, while it secms also
certain that the fecundity of these
highly bred animals is not so great
as it was; for it is eaid that certain
tribes have become celebrated for the
barrenness of their females, while at
the same time a delicacy of constitu-
tion has been developed which unlits
them for “roughing it,” and requires
luxurious arrangements to preserve
them in hexlth. As in
borses we have, according to
authorities, sucriiced stoatness of con-

g from the

our ruace

some

over long courses for the sake of ob-
taining high speed over a shoprt dis-
tance, so in our cuttle the desire fur
fitness of bone and rapid development
of meat huas
animals which have lost many of the

brought into fashion
valuable propertics of their ancestors.
Snch breeds cannot oxist w
jected to the rough wozther which

en sub-

prevails on the exposed hilisides and
moors which are so valuuablo as breed-
ing grounds and nerseries for stocek;

and perbaps it is for this reason that
Ireland, which is so prolific in cattle

stitution and capacity of endurance

[ aro bred, sheltered and fed under the
| same conditions as those to be scen
«t Islington. - And the consumers
something to say alse in the matter,
as there is beof and beef. They per-
fer, and justly, the meat of the Deven
or the Scot, whose young days are
spent in cropping the scanty herbage
of the moor or mount, becauso the
meat has more flavor than that of the
rapidly forced, stall fed ox, which
has been crammed with cora and lin-
seed cak®from its calfhood, So that
even if it be true, as the breeders of
dclicate animai contend, that their
meat  can  be prodaced more
economieally, becanse more rapidly
than those of other races, let them
remember that in losing stamina they
resirict the aren nupon which the beast
can be reared, aad that wo want
fluvor in our meat even if we have to
pay a price for it..

EEWARE,

Some good msthers fly to the cam-
phor or peppermint bottle on the
slightest provocaion. Camphor is
the more dangerous drug, but both
are capable of destroying life. As
generally used in the form of an alco-
holie tincture, their potency isin ro
wise diminished, but rather inereased,
by the addition ef another poison.

Peppermint oil, from which the
essence is made,’is & powerful stima-
lunt, and its eapacity for harm is by
uo means inconsiderable. Ulceration
of the stomach has been induced by
it, and many diseases have followed
its habitual nse.

Camphor is a poisonous gum-resin,
capable of readily inducing great ner-
vous irritation. Whea taken in small
doses it has much the effect of alenhol
or opium. In large doses it eccasions
spasms and death. In any appreci-
able amount it irritates the mucous
membrane of the stomach, and leads
to constipation and ulceration. “Fven
a few dozes of this drng may leal to
incurable dyspepsia, Yet thousands
of families fly to the eamphor bottle
for relief from every variety of pain.

It wero a thonsand times betier
that every camphor bottle in the iand
should be broken rather than that its
contents shouli be indiscriminately
emyloyed. he potent ding ought
never to be administered internaily
except by a competent persot, familiar
with its powor.

It would bo a good thing if mothers
could fearn to deperd upon water,—
cold, tepid or hot,—to relieve a very
large percentage of all bodily pain.
There is nothing so innocent; nothing
so cffectual. Cold water is the most
powerful local anwsthetic known. The
pain ef a sprained limb is guickly re-
licved by iee-cold water.

—— e e T e

Winter Precautions.

Now that the eald weathor is here,
our fowls nced exira attention. TFeed
them regularly. Let their morning
foed be of cooked meal, mixed with
ground scrap eake, in proportion to
one pound of scraps to five of meal.
Another good food is of potatoes, hoii-
el and mashed, mixel with meal or
wheat bran. Whole corn bailed is
also good, The night food should be
of whole grain of some kind. See that
tiey are watered daily” with clean,
fresh water. IIave broken gravel and
broken shells, or lime rubbish where
they ean get to them at all times; and
ulso a box of ashes for thom to wallow
in. The bouso should be sufliciently
tight to break off strong westerly or
wortherly winds, but need not of
nccessity bo plastered ovr ceiled. In
the tonder, largo-combed varieties,
should an exceptionally cold might
occur, simply drop the cockerels into
an empty barrel, and throw an old
bag over it. This will almost always
save their combs and wattles from
freezing.

Wiy po ANINALS NEED SALT?—
Prof. Jas. Johnson, of Seotland, says:
—Upward of half the saline matter,
of blood (57 per cent.) consists of
common salt, and this is partly di:-
{ chargod every day through the slin
fand kidneys, neessity of euntinucd
!'supplies of it to the healthy boly bea
Tho bi'e
also contaiu soda (one of the ingredis

comes sufiiciently olivious.

| ents of zalt) as a special constituent,
iund s0 do all the curtilage of tle
i budy. Stint the supply of salt, there-
| fore, and ueither will the bile be al.lg
} properly to assist digestion nor the
ieartilage to build up again as fast as
‘Liwy naturaly waste. It is better to
El,!:;«c sait where stock can have free
i aceess to it than to give it cecasionaliy
vin large quantities. They will help
i themselves to what they need if al-
ilowed to doso at plensure; otherwise,
| when - they Lecome *‘salt hungry,”
i they may take more than is whole.

him a fair chance. Should the dnyireared without shelter, fails to rcndlbolnﬂ-—l’:l'

A writer in tho Couniry Gentleman
snys:—“ There i8 much raid about
ewos being too fut to breed well. In
my expericnee of twenty years I have
never seen anything that led me to
think so, providing the flesh was put
on with good pastare during the
summer, and a fow roots with hay in
the winter. The fatter sheep become
under such circumstances the more
valazble I consider them. There is
a0 time in-the yexr when it pars
better to foed a emall allowance of
grain daily than in the antumn after
the food gots frozen, and it is not
necessary to bring the flock to the
barn. It is an old saying that ‘ sheep
well Novembered are half wintored.’
Keep tho ewes fat, and the lambs will
be fat, and the ficece heavy. I do not
say that itis better to have lambs
come early or late; bat whother early
or late thoy arve saleable. All ewes
that, with geod care, will not raise a
lamb and shear four pounds of washed
wool, should be sold. I have them in
my flock that shear nine pounds and
raise a puir of twins, and it costs no
more 1o keep ono thian a sheep that
shoears but three poundz. I think that
no oue will hear the man who keeps
lis flock in this way, complaintng
becauaso his sheep are all ‘run out,’
and “ do not pay him,” and the like.
Ticks must be kept out of the flock;
they are the worst enomies of the
sheep. If they are not killed - they
will destroy the sheep. TFor killing
them I have tried nothing better
than tobacco juice.”

A New Use for Tom Cats.

IIere is a tough one from the Read-
ing, Pa., Lagie. If tom cats can be
utilized in this manner, there is an
opening for some enterprising genius
to make a fortune : —

The way a catin this city came to
hatch out chickens was this: Michael
Smith, who has been a fancier for
vears, had a hen that was sitiing on
13 game eggs. The hen took sick and
left the nest a few days before the
time for the young chickens to appear
frem the shells. Ile asked his friend,
Redmond MeManus, whether he had
a hen that would finish the hatching
of the eggs. Mr. McManus replied
that he had not, but an old cat spent
nearly all its time lying and sleeping
on some straw in the smoke-house,
and if the eggs were placed under
bim probably. they wonld be kept
sufficiently warm to be hatched out
The eggs were placed under the old
Tom cat without distarbing him, and
in the course of four or five days 12
of the 13 chickens picked themselves
out of the shells. It was feared that
the old cat weuld eat the chickens as
they appeared from the shells, but he
did not, and took the kindest care of
them. When they were placed in the
yard the cat followed and kept the
dogs and old hens away, and caught
mice, apparently expecting the little
chickens to eat them. IIe would place
a mouse in the midst of tho little ones,
and if it ran away, he would catch
aud bring it back repeatedly. .

In disposing of the soil, which had
been dug from the foundation fora
new house a few years ngo, it had
been spread nnder the adjoining trees
to the depth of ten or twelve incher,
and at the present time every tree 0
treated prosents an unhealthy appear-
atee, which mny gradually, bat, will
most surely, end in prematare death.
This injudicious practice should be
condomued on every hand, so that the
ignorant, as well as the careless, may
be forwarned of the evil consequence
which must eventually ensue. If seil
must be 8o disposod of, it should be
as nearly as possibie of the same
testure aud composition as that in
which the trees are growing, and then
only to a very limited depth, o as not
to destroy, even for a short time, that
natural porosily of the surface soil
which is so lorely produced by the
roots themselves. In respect to those
trees which are not ko easily injured
vy this practice, and which will bear
any ressangble amount of soil being
laid ever their roots, I still think the
same rule in respect to the texture
and composition ghould be, as nearly
as possivle, adhered to, and if placed
the stem, a cavily quite round
the tree, and down to the base, shounld
always be lert, and of sufficient width
to ullow a free circulation of air, and
also to admit of being cleared of any
watter which may, and does, freely
accumalate in it. The sloping bank
system answers well in some sitnations
and has the advantage of showing
more of the trunk, but if the surface of
the ground inclines to that particular
point, or the soil be very tenacious,
or if the ground bo not of a thirsty
nature, evils may accrue from an

near

accumulation of too much water.— ZThe -

]
Garden.
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