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POST OFFICE AND TELEGRAPHS.

Mr. Henniker Heaton, M.P., writes in
the ‘‘Grand Magazine’’ a very interest-
ing paper about the Post Office. One
of the marvels of that institution to
which he calls attention is the ever-
growing surplus. It yearly causes the
British Postmaster-General, he says, to
‘stare and gasp, like a hen that has un-
warily sat on and hatched an emu’s egg.
It suggests the fabled mill which kept
on grinding because the owner had for-
gotten the formula to be uttered in order
to stop it.” There is a' steady growth
of some £250,000 a year in the Postal
surplus, which is now £3,881,000.
Twenty million pounds—that is to say,
a seventh part of the British revenue—
is raised by means of the Post Office.
It seems to Mr. Henniker Heaton ‘scan-
dalous’ that with an annual profit of
£3,881,000 the Department cannot, for
instance, see its way to register a letter
for a penny instead of exacting two-
pence, or to sell postcards at the face
(stamp) value.

The telegraphic business of the British
Post Office is, however, ‘a dismal failure’
The average payment received on a
telegram is 74d., and the average ex-
penditure on it is 1s.; in other words,
there is a loss of 43d. on each message.
Last year there was a deficiency of
41,215,000 in the Telegraphs account.
The i)ost.al Telegraphs branch, Mr.
Henniker Heaton contends, is sadly in
need of a process of ‘reconstruction,’
as the company promoter terms it. It
is still burdened with £278,000 a year
on the sum borrowed to buy up the old
telegraph companies in 1870; and with
£55,ooo, the value of messages trans-
mitted free for the railway administ-
rations. If an experienced city man
were called in he wzuld perhaps say to
those responsible for this wastage, ‘Why
not try tourpenny (as in India), three-
penny, or even twopenny messages—it
would not hurt the wires?’

Cables, Mr. Henniker Heaton further
poinis out, are as vital to the Imperial

existence of Britain as warships, cannon,
or magazine rifles:

*‘It 1s the more remarkable that our
Government is content to leave this
Imperial nervous system in the hands
of private companies, instead of forming
a syndicate with the colonial govern-
ments to acquire all British-owned lines
for the state. If thac were done, not
only would the cables be strategically
rearranged and extended, but the pres-
ent exorbitant charges would be instant-
ly cut down. No message to any part
of the world should cost more than 1s. a
word; and under the zone system we
might ‘wire’ for 1d. a word to Euro

*and North America, 2d. a word to India
and South Africa, and 3d. to Australia.
Our commerce is bound hand and foot
with these copper bonds, our poor are
cut off from tgeir friends who emigrate.
Social messages only amount to 3 per
cent. of the traffic.”’—World Wide.

NEW AND IMPROVED.

The Minnesota St. Anthony Park
experiment station has produced a new
spring wheat type that promises much
in increased yields for the Northwest.
It is known as Minnesota No. 188, and
it is expected that it will show general
results better than the varieties, Nos.
163 and 169, put out by the station in
1889 and 1902, and which are known to
nearly every Northwestern farmer. The
station has experimented with the new
type for eleven years, from 1895 to 1905.
inclusive. It has been found to yield
higher than any other, the average for
the period being 28.97 bushels, compar-
ed with 27.50 for Minnesota No. 169,
and 27.57 for No. 163. Comparative
yields of other well-known varieties are:
Hayne’s blue stem, 24.12; Power’s Fife,
24.39.

The original seed was obtained from
Professor Willian. Saunders of Ottawa,
Can., in 18g9s. It was immediately
sown in the field test plots at the uni-
versity farm, and has remained in these
trials since that time in comparison with
the best native and improved varieties.
This variety of wheat is a cross between
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and stiff and not inclined to lodge as
easily as the straw of the ranker growing
blue stem wheats. The plants are in-
clined to stool extensively. The grain
ripens about eight to ten days earlier
than the Minnesota fife and blue stem
wheats, and for this reason usually es-
capes the destructive ravages of black
stem rust. Wheat suffers the greatest
damage from the black stem rust, that

The Gold Standard Herd

THE PREMIER BERKSHIRE HERD OF THE WEST

I am now booking orders for early spring pigs
from a bunch of fine, large, matured sows of
faultless conformation— the up-to-date bacon
type. Berkshire litters farrowed every month.
Lunett, my big show sow, is now nursing a
fine litter. Unrelated pairs, twins or single
individuals of either sex supplied. Orders soli-
cited. Address,

white Fife and Ladoga, the crossing hav-
g been effected by Professor Saunders.
Ladoga is a bearded, smooth chaff wheat
noted for its early maturing quality.
White Fife is one of the common wheats
In the Canadian wheat district.
Minnesota No. 188 is a bearded,
smooth chaff wheat, with short spikes
and iight red chaff. The straw is short

J. A. McCILL, Neepawa, Man.

spreads so rapidly just previous to har-
vest. Early maturing varieties may be
cut before the black stem rust has de-
veloped far enough to choke the plant
and cause shriveled grain.

The color of the grain is a deep amber
red, very similar to that of the best
grades of red winter wheat. The mill-
ing and flour-making propercies of Minn-
esota No. 188 have been tested by Pro-
fessor Harry Snyder, chemist of the
Minnesota experiment station, and by
the flour experts of several of the Minn-
eapolis roller mills. These tests showed
that the flour from Minnesota No. 188
contained a larger per cent. of gluten
than flour from the standard wheats,
Minnesota No. 169 and Minnesota No.
163. The gluten, however, was some-
what softer and slightly off in color. The
dough expanded well and gave a loaf of
equal ?uality with loaves baked from
flour of Minnesota No. 169 and Minne-
sota No. 163. The quality of the flour
from Minnesota No. 188 is therefore, on
the whole, above criticism.

Anyone desiring to try this new wheat
should write to the Minnesota Experi-
ment Station, St. Anthony’s Park,Minn.
concerning the seed.
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FOREST HOME FARM

CLYDESDALES, SHORTHORNS, YORKSHIRES
and B. P. ROCKS

A couple of one-year-
old Clydesdale stallions
—good ones; four year-
ling bulls and a dozen
bull calves; cows and
heifers all ages. Boars
andsows, old and
young. Prices of cattle
are down, and we will
quote accordingly. We
need the room, and can

) use the money. A
choice lot of Scotch collie pups, eligible for
registration.

i ANDREW GRAHAM,
Carma%’

and Roland Stns. POMEROY P. O.




