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Ti
OBJECT OK SAVING FAITH.

In endeavo. , .
which we are s§ *? ®xPlain ,lle failh by 
refer both to the oT " wil1 l>e Deceiwa'7 *« 
act of the soul is dlrî toward* which ,hi* 
lure of the act itself aud *° the na-
Christ Jesus the Lord, éft tl,en ia
Saviour of mankind. TrueV<leemer aod 
Divine mercy must be undersû, fC!‘e“C. °f 
scheme centres in Him, and is , . *}
just as we perceive the light of the™® , 
the appearance of Him in whom it dw*,/ 
and from whom it radiates. Here the an 
Douucement of Ilis birth into our world 
was “ good tidings of great joy unto all 
people. In,reference to His person, the
voice from heaven proclaimed, “ This is 
my beloved Son and in reference to his 
teaching, the same vnioe oomumuded, 
*• Hear ye him. Above all, His suffer­
ings and death are prominently placed be­
fore us. “ Whom God has set forth to be 
a propitiation, through His blood, to de­
clare his righteousness for the remission of 
sins that are past.” Faith therefore con­
templates Christ in “His name," His offices, 
and his mediatoral power.

It is natural that, with the man who was 
horn blind, we should ask, “ Who is he, 
that 1 might believe oa Him?” The an­
swer to this question is so given that we 
cannot fail to understand it, if we are only 
willing to be taught, and if we receive the 
words of Scripture as these words are eve­
rywhere else to be understood. Perversion 
alone can in this matter be the cause of 
misconception.

Christ is the Son of God. This affirms 
Ilia true Divinity. And this is borne out 
by various coc;,'derations. Those titles 
which denote the absolute Godhead of the 
Fs.'Aer, are used in reference to the Son, 
and denote His absolute Godhead too. So 
of the infinite perfections of God ; so of 
His works ; so of the worship which is 
claimed for Him, and offered in the hea­
vens and upon the earth. They belong ex­
clusively to the “ blessed and only Poten­
tate,” but are ascribed as well to the Son 
as to the Father ; “ who being in the form 
of God, thought it not robbery to make 
himself equal with God." The title, Son 
of God also denotes that ineffable relation­
ship wicli not only now exists, but which 
always has existed between the first person 
and the second in the adorable Trinity. 
The term is used in an accomodated sense 
to angelic beings and believing men ; but it 
is not so used in reference to “ the only be­
gotten of the Father." We may perplex 
ourselves by the failure of the powers of 
reason to grasp the thought of a generation 
which is eternal, or which makes no dis­
tinction of superiority or inferority be­
tween tlie persons so related—we may de­
clare the impossibility of finding a strict 
resemblance between the term Son in an 
earthly sense, and the same term as appli­
ed to the nature of Christ—and yet there 
is no occasion for doubt upon the subject. 
This is “the name” more excellent than 
the highest order of created intelligences, 
which “ He hath by inheritance." If the 
earthly does not correspond with the hea­
venly, it is because the former rather than 
the latter is imperfect. If our reason can­
not sound this depth, the fault is not in the 
alleged fact, but only in the imperfection of 
human reason. He is declared to be the 
Son of God with power according to the 

ypirit of holiness. This is explicit enough, 
and the impress of its inspiration makes it 
absolutely certain.

Christ Jesus is also the Son of man. A 
nature such as ours he unquestionably had.

lie was born into our world, and he 
grew up from infancy to perfect manhood, 
lie breathed and walked as we do. He ale 
and drank, He slept and waked, He labor­
ed and rested as did any of the other 
children of men. His mental emotions— 
joy and grief, desire and fear, were truly 
human. And he died. Thus, it is writ­
ten, “it behoved him to be made like unto 
Ilis brethern.” But why?

Uniting in himself these two natures, 
the human and the divine, He was fitted to 
become the Redeemer and Saviour of man­
kind. His participation of our nature en­
abled Him (o take our place and so suffer 
in our stead. His possessing the divine 
uature gave infinite value to that sacrifice. 
He is a perfect and all sufficient “ mediator 
between God aud man.” There is in Him 
everything to satisfy the claims of divine 
justice, aud to afford the highest gratifica­
tion to God iu bestowing mercy upon man, 
and here is likewise everything in Him ; 
aud iu his work, to afford hope and confi­
dence on the part of sinners. The first of 
these considerations is very strongly put by 
the Apostle John in these words, “ If we 
confess our sius Ho is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all uurighteousuess.” The second is no 
less forcibly put by the same authority, 
“Aud f any man sin we have an advocate 
with the Father Jesus Christ the righteous ; 
aud lie is the propitiation for our sins, and 
not lor ours only, but also for the sins of 
the w hole world."

In our Redeemer, faith must accept 
Christ as the highest authority iu regard to 
doctrine. “ No man hath seen God at any 
time, the only begotten Son which is iu the 
bosom of the Father He hath declared 
Him." By his words the spirituality of the 
law has been revealed, nnd its authority for 
ever established. In His life aud death the 
types aud predictions of the former dispen- 
aations have been fulfilled, and the gospel of 
the grace of God has been most manifestly 
æt lorth. It is on this ground that He 
claims to be the “ faithful and true wit 
aess that “ the words” which He speaks 
are-spirit and life," and that He is not 
°aly true, but the very “ truth itself."

The Lord Jesus is also the high priest of 
fur race. This office of the Redeemer is 
largely dwelt upon by St. Paul in his Epis- 
de to the Hebrews. He has shown us 
•here that the Son of God is ordained to 
this service “ not after the law of a carnal 
commandment, but after the power of an 
endless lite,” and therefore “ abideth a 
priest continually." He has exhibited to 
“s the perfection of His sacrifice, which con- 
atsted not in the blood of bulls or of goats, 
“ut “ in his own blood,” which once of- 
■ered, V there remaineth no more sacrifice 
■or sin." And He has further shown that 
by reason of the merits of this sacrifice,” 
Christ is not entered into the holy places

made with hands, which are figures of the 
true ; but into heaven itself, now to appear 
in the presence of God for us." Here, then, 
another want of our nature is fully provid­
ed for. When we would go even to the 
seat of God, to order our cause before Him, 
we want a friend to plead our cause, we 
want an atonement to expiate our guilt, we 
want one with whom we may feel assured, 
the eternal Father will leel satisfied. Be­
hold all in Christ ! “ We have such an
high priest who is set on the right hand of 
throne of the majesty in the heavens."

This leads to the consideration of yet an­
other office which is fulfilled by the Saviour. 
“ He is Lord of all.” He sits as Mediator 
M the throne of God, carrying out the pur- 
P?‘-s of divine mercy, and “ expecting till 
, demies be made his footstool." Au- 

I ority .jgijer than His, there is none. All 
might, suojity and force are held in check 
f c7v“Tt swayed and over-ruled for the 

8 nry of Ilis uviT| name, aod the good of his
knowledged‘*by‘n!. rau#l 1* practically ac-
uame. He prescribed 11,8
which the bondslaves of satan<su!„l J!?D8 °° 
hers of His kingdom. He speaks with a^^i 
rity, and their guilt iscancelled, their nature 
renewed, their enemies discomfitted, and all 
things are made to work together for their 
good. But while they seek deliverance at 
his hand, they must be willing to yield him 
absolute control of their persons. He must 
be enthroned iu their affections, and every 
temper of the soul, every purpose aud ac­
tion of their life must he brought iuto sub­
jection to the obedience of Christ. Then 
will His grace be enjoyed, and the “ King­
dom of God" be “ within" them. Then 
they will become “ more than conquerors 
through Him that loved tham and finally 
be rewarded with “ the crown of glory 
which fadeth not away.

C. S.

ANSWERS TO PRAYER.

“ Thy way is in the sea, anil Thy pi th in the 
great waters, and ihy footstep» are not known." 
—Psalms Ixxvii. 18.

I asked lor grace to lift me high.
Above the world’» depressing cares ;

God sent me sorrows ;—with a sigh 
I said, He has not beard my prayers.

I asked for light, that I might see 
My path along life's thorny road ;

Hut clouds and darkness shadowed me 
When I expected light from God.

I asked for peace, that I might rest 
To think my sacred duties o’er,

When lo ! such horrors filled my breast 
As I had never felt before.

And O, I cried, can this be prayer
Whose plainte the steadfast mountains 

move ?
Can this be Heaven’s prevailing care,—

And, O my God, is this Thy love ?

Hut, soon I found that sorrow, worn 
As Duty’s garment, strength supplies.

And out of dirkness meekly borne 
Unto the righetous ligl t doth rise.

And soon I found that lears which stirr’d 
My startled soul God's will to*do.

On me more real peace ronferr’d 
Than in life’s calm I ever knew.

Then, Lord, in Thy mysterious ways 
Lead my dependant spirit on,

And, whensoe'er it kneels and prays.
Teach it to say 11 Thy will be done !"

Let its one thought, one hope, one prayer 
Thine image seek—Thy glory see ;

Let every other wish and care 
He left confidingly to Thee !

—./. S. It. Mansell, />. D.

METHODISM- ITS SPIRITUALITY- 
IIOW PROMOTED

BY T. C. GOLDEN, D. I>.

Christianity is spiritual life. “The words 
that I speak unto you they are spirit and they 
are life." A true Christian Church is a collec­
tive or organic fonn of this spiritual life. 
Doctrines, symbols, modes of worship or of 
government, are valuable only as they can be 
means to this end.

The distinctive mission of the M. E. Church 
was doubtless to bring into the evangelistic 
efforts and organizations of thé times a deeper 
spiritual life, and its avowed object to spread 
Scriptural holiness over the lands. While 
other communions seek to sustain their spiritu­
ality by their'orthodoxy, the Methodist Church 
has sustained its orthodoxy by devoting its 
chief care to its spirituality.

The religion of form, and ritual, and dog­
ma. may boast of wealth, and letters, and ar­
chitectural display ; but the religion of Metho­
dism, with or without these, is the life of God 
in the souls of men, the indwelling Christ, the 
divinely attested pardon, the " Abba Father" 
of adoption, the “ going on to perfection," the 
“being made perfect in love” in this life, the 
“ none ot us liveth to himself," the constant 
and earnest devotement, the burning love for 
perishing souls, the “ neither connt I my life 
dear unto me,"—in a word, the " spirit of 
Christ dwelling in you richly, in all wisdom aod 
spiritual understanding." The work of Metho­
dism is pre-eminently to promote and increase 
this spiritual life the world over.

If it has pastors, teachers and organizations, 
literature and forms of worship, all are to this 
end—that sinful men may be brought to re­
pentance, and faith, and peace, and “ holiness 
without which no man can see the Lord."

To tbit end it is that the life and powers of 
the Methodist preacher are in the most solemn 
manner devoted to this work ; and for this 
reason it is, that to take the ministry as a 
trade or profession, eras a means of livelihood, 
or to gratify ambition, is anomalous and pro­
fane. To save the souls of perishing men 
(instrumentally), is the minister’s life work. 
And in order that his fi'ness for this work 
might appear, every Methodist minister has 
solemnly testified before his conference, and 
his God, in answer fo questions by the bishop 
“ I have faith in God. I am going on to per 
fection. I expect to be made perfect in love in 
this life. I am groaning after it. I am re­
solved to devote myself wholly to God and His

work." These are some of the vows taken in 
the house of the Lord, and resting upon the 
hearts and consciences ot all Methodist preach- 
e*s, for none can some in but by this door.

Why are questions so deeply spiritual put by 
the Church to all who seek her sanction lo 
preach the Gospel ? Manifestly because only 
spiritual men can so preach as to build up a 
spiritual church ; because in order that they 
may preach a full Gospel and lead others into 
the enjoyment of perfect love, themselves must 
first be made perfect in love. The Church 
could only consent to allow Item an honoured 
place at her altars when she beard them say : 
*’ I expect to be made perfect in love in this 
life. I am groaning after it. 1 am panting to 
be clean." Surely no .honest man with these 
vows upon him can think lightly or speak dis­
paragingly of these glorious attainments in the 
divine life. In the Discipline, page 67, is this 
question : “ How may a preacher be qualified 
for his charge ? Answer. By walking closely 
with God and having his work greatly at heart.

The Church demands an educated ministry— 
a ministry abreast of the philosophy and sci­
ence of the times. But no attainments can
stand in the place of a deep spirituality. The 
mini*_.r'» eo|)1 muet ^ 6|lwj wjth lbe |ore 0,
God, by tu- »|0ij Ghost which is given unto 
him," m order thm Le mlvdoEn(lbeir- ,nd 
lead the flock of God into ewn pistares. A 
spiritual ministry in erder to a sp’^tual Church.

No person can become a member »>ü bout a 
desire to flee from the wrath to come aod to V* 
saved from his sins ; and none can lawfully re­
main in the Church : 1. Without avoiding evil 
ot every kind. 2. Without doing good ot 
every possible sort to the bodies and souls of 
men. 3. Without attending upon all the or­
dinances of God, such as family and private 
prayer, the public worship of God, searching 
the Scriptures, taking the supper ot the Lord. 
Class and prayer-meetings, are a part of the 
Church covenant. The Godly use of all these 
means of grace is the Church’s way, the historic 
way, the heaven-sanctioned way of promoting 
spirituality in the Church. It is a token for 
good when the ministry aud laity are earnestly 
asking, “ How can the spirit uality of Metho­
dism be promoted ? What can be done to 
make the Church more spiritual, more like the 
Divine Lord ?"

The first answer is : let the ministry enter 
into its privilege of perfect love and spiritual 
enlightenment, that with true Methodist power, 
and in demonstration of the Spirit, they may­
be able to teach the Church the deep things of 
God, as well as the grand philosophy of the 
plan of salvation. Learning, deep, broad, 
sanctified learning, affections purified, the mind 
that was in Christ—these are the requisites 
of the Methodist ministry ; men full of faith 
and of the Holy Ghost burning for the salvation 
of souls.

The second answer is : let all our rules be 
camly but firmly enforced. It is a sad fact, 
that a large percentage of our Church members 
either lightly esteem, or altogether neglect, 
our class and prayer meetings, and family and 
private prayer. Some in consideration ot 
twenty, thirty or forty dollars per year, pah! to 
support the ministry, are permitted to trample 
the rules of the Church under their feet.

Methodists cannot be spiritual and neglect the 
closet, the prayer meeting, and the family altar, 
in order to spirituality there must be spiritual 
culture, and this implies the use of the means. 
Every member of the Church baa professed to 
believe all the doctrines of the Church, and 
promised to keep its discipline. They have all 
professed failh in Christ, and promised to pray 
in private and in the family, and to attend the 
public means of grace, aod keep the rules of 
the Church. Can any man buy extmption 
from these obligations for money ? Can a 
Church be spiritual while its members are per­
mitted to disregard the obligations of their 
Church covenant, because they have money to 
buy the indulgence ? It is the heartfelt convic­
tion of the writei that to bring the ministry in­
to closer a; mpathy with the Redeemer in the 
wotk of saving sinful men, and into a firmer 
hold upon the doctrines and love Cor the dis • 
cipline of the Church, so that they who remain 
in the Church shall be sound in faith, and ripe 
in experience, and gladly keep our rules of 
holy living for conscience sake, is the old and 
sure way to promote the spirituality of the 
Church.

It we inquire for the spiritual in our Church, 
do we not find them among those who, believ­
ing doctrines, diligently use the means which 
the Church has provided and made obligatory 
for the development of Christian experience 
and character ? And where do we find the 
carnal and worldly professors but among those 
who are loose in their belief, and delinquent as 
to private and family devotions, class and 
prayer meetings ? Wc may be proud of our 
numbers, and of our social and political influ­
ence ; we may embrace the rich and poor to­
gether, and glory in the material wealth of the 
Church ; but numerous churches are not always 
pious, and wealthy churches like wealthy indi­
viduals, are notalwavs spiritual. We have the 
wealth, and the numbers, and the colleges, and 
the great men, and the wise men, but our 
means of grace designed to develop the spirit­
ual life and power of the Church are falling 
into disuse. O for the baptism of power and 
the coming back to the good old way ot work­
ing out our salvation with fear and trembling! 
—Sorth Western Advocate.

but testified and exhorted on the Day of Pen- 
tecost. If this gift, which has done so much 
for Methodism continues in it, it must be sought

thought that was very strange. He examined 
another flower and found it the same He 
multiplied one hundred and twenty-five by it­
self to see how many chances there were for. not in leaders’ meetings, or in quarterly . 
against there being two flowers each having conference», but in the upper chamber in Jeru- 
tbese exact relations ot numbers. He found aalem. The refined and the vulgar, the ri™ ! 

I the chances against it were thirteen thousand anj the poor, can be reached and saved by this 
i six hundred aod twenty-five to one. But all gift more than by any other. When there are I 
around him there were multitudes of these lit- no more sinners to be saved, no more believers 
tie flowers ; they had been growing and bloom- to he stimulated to climb the mount of holiness,1 
ing there for years. He thought this showed young men may despise the gift ot exhortat ion 1 
the order of intelligence, aud that the mind. Ha» not this gift evidently waned away just in 1 
that ordained it was God. And so he shut up proportion as the baptism of power has become 
bis book, and picked up the little flower and rare in the ministry and laity? 
kissed it, and exclaimed, “ Bloom on. little
flowers ; sing on, little birds ; you have » God, 
and 1 have a God ; the God that made these 
little flowers made me."—Bright Side.

“ GOD GEOMETRIZING."

A pleasant writer tells of a Texas gentleman 
who had the misfortune to be an unbeliever. 
One day he was walking in the woods reading 
the writings of Plato. He came to where that 
great writer uses the phrase " God geometriz. 
ing." He thought to himself “ If I could only 
see plan and order in God's works, I could be 
a believer." Just then he saw a little “ Texas 
star ’’ at his feet. He picked it up, and thought­
lessly began to count its petals. He found 
there were five. He counted the stamens, and 
there were five of them. He counted the di­
visions at the base of the flower ; there were 
five of them. He then set about multiplying 
these three fives to see bow many chances 
there were of a flower being brought into exis­
tence without the aid of mind, and having in it 
these three fives. The chances against it were 
one hundred and twenty-five to one. He

THE FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS.

One land is ever memorable above every 
other—the land where Jesus lived aod died. 
To this land above all others his loving and re­
verent disciples would make their pilgrimage. 
Hew many such pilgrims has it already receiv­
ed ? How many more are still to follow ?

It is an easy matter to enter into the feelings 
which impel the Christian thither. One thrills 
even at the very thought of treading the ground 
which Jesus trod, now eighteen hundred years 
ago. To look upon the places that once knew 
Him, but know Him no more—Bethlehem, 
Nazareth, Jerusalem ; to cross the valley of the 
Kidron, and climb the Mount of Olivts; to 
wandtr along the banks of the Jordan, and on 
the shores of the Galilean Lake ; to stand in 
the vicinage of Gethsemane and Calvary ; and 
to know that, notwithstanding all the cblIter­
ating changes of the centimes, these are the 
scenes which Jesus once frepiented; to do this 
may well be a cherished hope, a fond memory 
with all who have accomplished it. These be­
ing the paths which He whUted in, these the 
heights up which He toiled, these the waters 
over which he sailed, and to go over the ground 
is to walk in His footsteps, and to find His per­
son aod life greater r. alities than ever.

Let it not be forgotten, however, that a ho­
lier land than Palestine is the abode of us all, 
and that the footsteps of Jesus are here also for 
us to follow. It is human life which Jesus 
roost truly sanctified ; it is human experience 
through which He roost truly led the way. That 
far country which bathes its western shore in 
the Mediterranean, we are told is a representa­
tive land. In its climate, its physical features 
and its productions, variety prevails. The 
same is true of Him who found there His birth­
place and His tomb. Made in all points like 
as we are, was the Son of Man. No one of us 
treads a path where our Master has not gone 
belore. All around us are the opportunities, 
the responsibilities, the duties, the trials, the 
dangers, the sorrows which it was His to know, 
and the way He led through them all is the wxy 
for us to follow.

Would we walk in the footsteps of Jesus 
then ? We may do it without even leaving 
country or even home. We may do it by sim- 
ply going through life as He did. By copying 
his example do we in the highest sense, “ fol­
low bis steps, who did no sin neither was guile 
found in Ilis mouth : who.when He was reviled, 
reviled not again ; when He suffered He threat­
ened not ; but committed Himself to Him who 
judgeth righteously ; who Ilis own self bear our 
sins in his own body on the tree." Self-sacri­
fice, meekness, truth—thise were the great 
traits of the Great Example; these mark the 
way in which we are to go. Not to Palestine 
therefore, let us hie, but let each of us find a holy 
land in that common life which Jesus sanctified 
by sharing. He goeth before us here. May 
our eyes be opened to see Him, and seeing Him 
to follow. Then shall we see in every day of 
our small beginnings, a Bethlehem ; in every 
patient continuance in well-doing, unknown of 
men, a Nazareth ; in every instant effort in the 
Master's service, a well ot Sycar; in every 
“ still hour," a Mount of Olives ; in the drink­
ing ot every bitter cup which tl e Father gives 
us, a Gethsemane ; and in the offering up of 
self for others, a Calvary. Here are the foot­
steps of Jesus. Who will walk in them ?—Con 
gregationalist.

THE GIFT OK EXHORTATION.

Rev. Daniel Steele preached a sermon be­
fore the Boston Theological Seminary, May 
30th, on the qualities of a Successful Ministry. 
One of its passages was as follows :

The fullness of the Holy Ghost is necessary 
to the preservation and efficient use of a great 
ministerial gift, possessed in an eminent degree 
by Barnabas. His name was changed from 
Joses to the Son of Exhortation, because he 
was so powerful in exhoitalion. Exhortation 
is a higher gift than preaching. The preacher 
calmly inculcates the truth upon the intellect ; 
the exhorter sways the sensibilities which lie 
nearer to the will, the executive power of the 
soul. It is greater to more than to teach. A 
candle can illumine a rock of flint, but only an 
anthracite blast furnace can melt it. Gospel 
preaching cannot be counterfeited. An unre­
generate intellect, well read in theology, and 
trained in rhetoric, can preach a popular ser­
mon ; but exhortation cannot be imitated. The 
soul must be all aglow with the live coal from 
off the Divine altar. No sham is possible 
here. This molten stream of persuasion can 
flow from no galvanic phosphorescence ot ora­
torical action and intense declamation. The 
pathos of a soul on fire from above, speaking 
through tears and sobs, prayers and entreaties, 
is an irresistible power, which the Church can­
not afford to lose. This gift is not from the 
schools. Culture cannot bestow it. The 
works on Homiletics and professors of sacred 
rhetoric cannot impart it. God has signally- 
demonstrated this in our day. When He would 
raise up a great master of the religious sensi­
bilities, he passed by the great Colleges, Yale 
and Harvard, the chief theological seminaries, 
Andover and Princeton, and fished up out of 
the sea an illiterate sailor-boy, sent him into 
Bcornfield Lane, where the Holy Ghost set him 
all aflame with Jesus’ love, and gave him 
more than kingly sceptre with which to sway 
men for more than half a century. The Holy 
Ghost made Father Taylor the greatest < 
boiter of his generation. This is no mean 
gift, as many suppose. Peter did not preach

EMINENCE AND PROMINENCE.

We find men in every walk in life mistaking 
a passion ior prominence for a desire tor emi- 

ece. No eminence is possible except wc 
subject that passion for prominence, which 
causes us to overlook the very steps by which 
eminence ir gained. The passion lor promi­
nence leaves us open to the sting of unsatisfied 
vanities ; the desire for eminence makes us calm 
in s »cming defeat. The passion lor prominence 
makes us more anxious to stand well in the es­
timation of others ; the desire for eminence 
makes us chiefly anxious to stand well iu our 
own.

The teachings of religion are : Be, not seem ; 
don’t assume anything before men to which you 
have no real claim ; dont’t attempt a showy, re­
putation instead of a valuable character: give 
up that miserable fiction ot a reputation and 

ild up a living character. Stop deception, 
lay the foundations of honesty. Attempt no 
longer to palm off upon men more honor, more 
truth, more wisdom, more integrity more posi­
tion than you possess. Imitate no longer in 
life what banks attemptin money, making your 
floating bills rest on a small foundation of spe- 
's. J

There are ten thousand influences conspiring 
to make man forget that he really is just what 
his character is. Men can hardly be persuaded 
to pay the price and do the work needful for 
building up a character ; they hope to obtain 
in a short way and cheaper, something which 
will do for character among men, and answer 
all purposes as well. There is a constant at­
tempt, on the part of many, as persistently 
made as the attempt in the late civil war to 
palm off shoddy for substantial clothing, to 
substitute the show of character for the endur­
able article. It is easier to raise a crop of 
mushrooms than a forest ot oaks. A night will 
sufhee for the one, but a century is demanded 
lor the other. But society can afford to wait ; 
give us oaks, not mushrooms; character, not 
shoddy.

So a genuine manhood is the result of a gen­
uine character. It isn’t made to erder, nor is 
it extemporized in a day. Some ad, some for­
tunate or unfortunate circumstance may give a 
man all at once a reputation, but nothing on 
earth or heaven can give him a character all at 
once. Character may bo simulated, but the 
establishing of character goes on as the oak 
grows ; it is a process, a labor. He who hopes 
for such possession must go about strengthen­
ing, as a daily task, each moral quility, setting 
guard over the treacherous spots of bis na­
ture, watching with jealous eye every menaced 
virtue, protecting every quality of soul from at­
tacks of cowardice and meanness. Such a 
work sets a man seeking alter reality, not ap­
pearance ; the possession, not show of virtues.

Unless our young men determine that living, 
not seeming, that doing, not pretending to do, 
shall be the watchwords of life, they may at 
once bid adieu to all hopes of eminence, whe­
ther in law, in medieiue, in the pulpit, in any 
department of life whatsoever. Building in 
the least upon deception, they bring in an ele­
ment of weakness which shall surely prove 
their overthrow. Sooner or later, as to these 
whilom peaceful dweMers on the side of a volca­
no. the great catastrophe will come, and they 
will go down in burning disgrace in the sight 
of man.—Morning Star.

DOING FOR JESUS.

We do a great many wrong things. And we 
do some right things,—mainly right,—without 
enough of the right spirit. Duty is well. It 
is grand to see a man steadily influenced by 
duty, lie was was a noble man, in one of our 
cities (il I have the story correctly) who, be­
ing quite a business man, and yet very regular 
at the place of prayer, was asked how he could 
arrange, with all bis business, to be so punctual 
to religious duties, and replied : " When I 
became a Christian, I decided that some things 
muet be done.” This has the true ring ; and I 
like it much. Would that all the Lord's peo­
ple were consecrated thus much. This good 
man would, no doubt, agree with me iu the 
statement, that the sweetest, best way of per­
forming duty is to do it lor Jesus. So we are 
instructed in the Book of God. And how such 
a rnling motive sweetens even an uninteresting 
duty! What a joy it imparts when one is 
” weary in the work." How hopeful it makes 
us ; how it increases our gratitude ; how it 
quickens our love to Jesus, to do this and that, 
and every service, purposely for Him,—you 
may rise in the morning with a certain round of 
wearisome toil before you, the more wearisome 
from its sameness. It is uninspiring and dull, 
or, it not so,- though it stirs your soul to its 
depths there is danger here. But, now, begin 
the day with the degnite purpose to do even- 
single duty as it calls upon yen,—unto Jesus, 
and earnestly pray that you may, and it will 
render every duty inspiring, and preserve you 
from the frenzied pursuit of mammon. Doties, 
even bumble ones, will become means of grace, 
and you can at evening step from labor in the 
store, or shop, or the farm, or the sitting-room, 
or the kitchen, with a serene brow, and a spi­
ritual mind, and a warm heart. Y'ou will nof 
feel unfit to take part in the prayer-meeting, 
(making allowance for physical exhaustion) or 
any spiritual service.

Such a motive imparts dignity even to low­
ly duties. As “ ihe altar sactifieth the gift," 
so the sublime principle of action lifts up even 
menial services into a high and holy relation. 
We shall not often complain of our retired and 
limited sphere, if its unpretending duties are 
performed to and for Jesus. We shall never 
long lack duties of some sort, if we are ready

and willing to do anylhieg required for Jesus. 
In every station the Master will find some­
thing for His willing sera ants to do.

Doing tor Jesus ennoble» the character of 
the doer. It brings him into Hose compan­
ionship with supreme exoenrncr.’and earnest 
imitation ensues. And, to be assimilated to 
the glorious Saviour most lie, and surely is. the 
height of Christian ambition.

Doing tor Jesus will greatly, aud above all 
things else, sweeten one's spirit. 1 will abate 
the repelling influences of past unhappy tem­
pers aud unlovely habits. It will, then, pro­
cure a favorable hearing for the words we may 
be enabled to speak in His great name. It 
will favorably affect our aspect, and our very 
tone*, and render less unpalatable the truth 
which duty bid* us proclaim. We shall thus 
be wise to win souls.—Mi ror.

of manhood die away, and take the road before 
us. Old age is like some quiet chamber, in 
which, disconnected with the visible world, we 
can prepare in silence for the world that is un­
seen — Thaluck.

SECRET OF A FRAYING Stil l..

I doubt if there is one man who has been lor 
any length of time in the habit of going to God 
in prayer as a child goes to a father, who would 
not be able to testily to innumerable answers 

prayer, as plain as any narrated in the Book, 
id moie than that. The very commonest 

thing auion£ the mutual heart-confidences of 
Christians, when they have overcome the nalu- 

shyness to speak of their roost secret ex­
periences, is a confession of this kind, uttered 

the low tone which is instinctively adopted 
speaking on sacred the mes, when the utter­

ance is honest, and the presence of a listening 
God is happily recognized : “ I have had such 
uninistakeable answer to prayer—palpable to 
my own consciousness, beyond possibility of 
. estion—that it I were to narrate the had of 
wha' I am roost surely convinced of, 1 could 
hardly expect even my best friends to believe 
me. They would thiuk me, on this matter at 
least, a credulous and perhaps superstitious 
dupe. I know it, and tbejthing remains, there­
fore, a secret between my soul and its Father 
who is in heaven." *

1 say that a physician who was himself un­
happily a stranger to the meaning of " fellow­
ship with God," would instinctively put his 
finger on the wrist aad scrutinize the eye of 
almost every one of the ten thousand times ten 
thousand who love to pray, if be were to avow 
to him in a private conference what he most 
surely believes as the result of his own long 
experience of the blessedness of piayer. And 
you might as well try by argument to convince 

child sucking an orange that the freit was 
not sweet, as to try to convince such a man 
that In- was possibly mistaken. And sock men 
easily believe all the statements about prayer 
that they read in Scripture,—not because they 
can convince a skeptic that Abraham's servant, 
for instance, asked of God plain guidance in 
the matter be was intrusted with, and received 
it ; or because they can historically demonstrate 
that when Daniel with his three companions 

desired mercies of the God of heaven con­
cerning this secret,” “ the secret was revealed 
unto Daniel in a night vision, aod Daeiel 
blessed the God of heaven ;" not beoaose they 
can establish by scholastic evidence each separ­
ate narrative in .Scripture which shows the 
worth of prayer;—hot because, by entering in 
at the gate of prayer, they have found them­
selves on ground where Corresponding phe­
nomena are not strange. '• The secret of the 
Lord is with them that fear him, and he will 
show them of his covenant." There is many a 
blessed “ secret" between every devout soul 
ar.d its God ; and it is idle for any man who is 
a stranger to the experiences of faith lo argue 
that these things cannot be__Sunday May.

LUKEWARM CHRISTIANS.

There are some Christians who seem to for 
get that they ever loved the Saviour ; but 
there are others in whom that love deepens 
and becomes more fervent as each year passes 
over their beads. If any of you are at fault in 
this, do not give sleep to your eyelids to-night 
till you have renewed your espousal love. Per­
haps to-day you are not quite cold to him. Do 
not flatter yourself on that account; for b* 
has said, “ I would thou wert cold or bot> 
It is just lukewarmness that he loathes most ol 
all, and be has threatened to spue the luke­
warm out of his mouth. Oh to be always full 
of love to him ! Y'ou will never get any hurt 
by working fur him then ; your work will do 
you good. The sweat ol labour will even 
make vour face the lairer. The more you do 
for souls, the purer, aiul the holier, and the 
more Chrisllike will you lie, if you do it with 
him. Keep up the habit of sitting at his feet 
like Mary, as well as serving him with Martha. 
You can keep the two together ; they will ba­
lance each other, and you shall not be barren 
or unfruitful, neither shall you fall into the 
blackness which the sun is apt to breed. Oh 
lor nearness to Christ, more love to Christ, 
and closer communion with him ! I did not 
notice what the spouse said, ” Tell me, O 
thou whom my soul lovetb, where thou feed- 
est ?" I suppose her object was to go and feed 
with him. Look to feeding your own soul, 
Christian. When a man says, “ I shall have a 
hard day s work to do, I shall have no time to 
eat," you know full well that be is losing lime 
where he thinks he gains it ; for il be does not 
keep himself in good repair he will sicken by 
and-by, and in the long run he will do lees than 
if he gave himself due pause. So it is with 
your soul. Y'ou cannot give out a vital energy 
which you have not got in you, healthy and vi­
gorous : and if you have not got power from 
God in your own soul, power cannot come out 
of you, for it is not there.—Iler. C. II. Spur­
geon.

OLD AGE WITHOUT RELIGION.

Alas ! for him why grows old without grow­
ing wise, and to whom the future world does 
not set open her gates, when be is excluded by 
the present. The Lord dexls so graciously 
with us in the decline of life that it is a shame 
to turn a deaf ear to the lessons which He 
gives. The eye becomes dim, the ear dull, the 
tongue falters, the leet totter, all the senses re­
fuse to do their office, and from every side re­
sounds the call, “ Set thy house in order, for 
the term ol thy pilgrimage is at band."

The playmates of youth, thy fellow-laborers

PROTESTANT MOVEMENT IN MEX- 
ICO.

To the Fditort of the Watchman.
Gknti nuts,—Mar 1 beg you to give inser­

tion to the accompanying very important let­
ter from Mexico. It seeds not a word ot 
commendation from me. and 1 do earnest I > 
hope that your rentiers will give it the response 
that Mr. l’elhcrtck desires. No doubt our 
American friends are assisting the Rev. Mr. 
Riley in his great work, but the cause is not lo­
cal, and a lair conical with Popery by the pul­
pit and the press, in any part of this world is 
an event of sufficient magnitude to attract uni­
versal svmpathy. I have corresponded with 
Mr. Petherk-k’s friends in Cornwall, and at 
their request William ltablmg. Esq., Pare 
Breeket, Camborne, kindly consents Lu recetve 
and forward contributions. Mr. ltablmg lias 
si*mt twelve years in Mexico, is a personal 
friend of Mr. Petherick, and a local preacher 
on the Camborne plan —I am. vouri trnlv.

W. H. Rice.

City of Mexico, May 28, 1871. 
Rev. YY . H. Rule, I). 1)., Croydon.

Dkah Sir,—May I beg you to excuse the 
liberty I take in writing you a lew lines on the 
state ol Ihe IVotestant Church in Ibis Repub­
lic. 1 am [leisonaflv unknown lo you; but bc- 
mg a Cornish Methodist, and knowing the 
great interest you take in Spanish missions,|1 
know not any other so likely to mU-resl himself 
in this Mexican work as youiseil.

The 1 rotestant movement here commenced 
on the establishment of the late Empire and 
the decretal of “ Libcrtad de Cultoe," which 
led the British and Foreign Bible Society to 
send an agent here, who has circulated a large 
number of copies ot the Holy Scriptures ; read­
ing them led many to see the folly of the mum­
meries of Popery, and to meet together se­
cretly for the reading of God’s Word. The 
Empire fell, the Republic was restored, and tol­
eration of religious opinion confirmed, which 
very soon alter led the Rev. II. C. Riley, a 
minister ot the Episcopal Church ol Amenée, 
and a native of Santiago de CMK, to leave his 
home and church in New York to come here 
and see whst could be done. He has been the 
mean» of establishing several very flourishing 
congregations, of what I believe to he earnest 
Christians among [the poorer claeeee. He has 
.pent nearly the whole of h» private fortune In 
this work, and, with the assistant of i«me 
friends in New York, has purchased the confis­
cated churches of San Francisco and San Jose 
de Gracia, the former at a cost of #31,000, and 
the latter, I believe at about 6,000 dollar». The 
first is situated in the heart and principal' street 
of Mexico, and will accommodate shoot 1,000 
persons, but be la unable to open it for service 
lot want ol from 3,000 to 4,000 dollars to pet 
it in repair ; the second has been repaired, wad 
wai opened lor divine worship about a month 
•moe; here they have a congregation of 1,000 
persons This church is in charge of the Rev. 
Manuel Agues, a priest and rector near this 
cUy. He has left a good position In the Rom­
ish sent, and was much estimated by them as a 
zealous churchman and an honorable and clever 
man ; be left, as he stated publielf m one of the 
principal newspapers of this city, l/om coovic- 
tioa, and not for gain, as be has. in s worldly 
point of view, changed for the worse.

Ibad the pleasure ofbearing him preach from 
the text, " If any man sin," Ac., and a more 
scriptural sermon and denial ot the doctrine of 
the advocacy of saints I never hoard from any 
of our osii ministers. Mr. Riley, although 
an episcopal munster, has left that on one aide 
entirely, and work» on the broad pUllorm ol 
earnest Gospel working, leaving all isnwout.ol 
the question. He has given the congregations 
a liule liturgy and hymn book thoroughly evan­
gelical, and it would do your heart good to 
hear the whole congregation sing as heartily 
as in any Cornish chapel. Ol course, this pro­
gram has vexed the Romanists much, and they 
are now flooding Ihe country wilh tracts and 
newspapers with abuse and lies against us, to 
which Mr. Ililey cannot reply from want ol 
funds. He has spent his all, and is at this 
time in a critical position ; there are thousands 
looking to him, aod asking assistance in the 
way of tracts, Ac., and he cannot comply 
without more means. He has a beautiful press, 
all complete, lying idle, Irom went of paper, 
which he cannot buy, sod so the Romanists 
have all to say by the press, and we are silent 
to their arguments and acccusations for the 
reason 1 have belore stated. Will you not, 
my dear Sir,use your influence to send us psper, 
Spanish tracta, or any funds any friend may 
wish to give ? The case, 1 assure you, ia an 
urgent oust, and one that will amply re|»ay the 
cost; all printed matter (unbound) is free of 
duty, so that in any case you may be able to 
send ; please hear this in mind. Besides the 
congrégation in the city of Mexico there are|no 
less than fifteen others in its valley, aod scat­
tered all over ihe Republic are various other». 
Even one entire village, about fifteen leagues 
from bere, is Protestant, and the priest has 
left, leaving the church in their hand". There 
is another priest working with Mr. Riley, who 
appears lo be thoroughly an earnest roan. This— 
native work is owned and blessed of God in a 
remarkable degree, and as such deserves en­
couragement from all Christian Cherches, as 
there are no particular doctrines taught, bat 
those in which all agree. 1 therefore again 
beg you in God’s name, for the love of Christ, 
to do what you can lor the infant Church ol 
Mexico. For myself, I beg to refer you to the 
Revs. E. Nye, W. D. T/sck, and J. Walters, 
and any communication can be addressed to 
me, care of the Rev. II. C. Riley, Hotel de 
San Carlo», Mexico, or to him personally il 
yon prefer. 1 should say that Mr. Riley wav 
formerly in connection with the Spanish Amer. ■ 
can Tract Society o< New York, and ia well 
known to the secretaries ol the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. Hoping to bear from 
you on this subject as early as convenient—I 
remain, yours faithfully,

Ji.UX PzTIIEalCK.


